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‘Wwriting, the style become different. In my examination

And the River Flows ...

Dr Gayatree Bora Kakoti

The beautiful river Kolong flows on. On the bank of this Kolong, pieces of the blue sky are seen
moving. Actually, these are the sky blue uniforms of the students of Nowgong Girls’ College. In this idyllic
and romantic place, we were very busy, gathering knowledge, experience and what not? I was a student of
BA Major Course in English literature. Along with Joya Chakravarty and Maumita Paul, we attended in
the Major classes and tried to plunge into the vast ocean of English literature. In those years (1988-) many
students were taking English as their Major subject in other colleges of Assam. Even at Nowgong District,
there were quite a number Degree Colleges teaching English as a major subject. But for me, it was a
different experience and the teachers of the English Department in Nowgong Girls’ College were very
special to me. My realization of this specialty came slowly in different situations of my life. It is not easy
to express this specialty in black and white. But, today on this apspicmus occasion of the Golden Jubilee
of the college, I just want to share my deelings and realizations with my readers.

The English Department was a strong Department of the Collv.‘age and the teachers were very strict in
one point that reading of the text was indispensable. They declared it a must for every student. Sometimes
we had to read a text-book more than three times. The habit of reading the text-books helped me a lot.

In our Girls’ College days, I used to spend our maxim}lm time fzt the library though there were no
strict rules and regulations for us the Major students, about this. Sometimes ‘Harada’ anq ‘Mohanda’ went
to take tea and we kept ourselves busy looking for important re.:ference books or tgkmg notes. Before
entering the College, I was a regular reader of Nagaon District lerar?f. But_ at the Glrlsf College library,
for the first time, I learned how to take notes and how to take down quickly important points from a book.
While T visit different libraries of India, such as the Indo-American Centre for International Studies,
(Hyderabad), the National Library (Kolkata), the Central Librar:y, Indian Ipstitut:e of Techpology (Guwahati),
Library of the D epartment of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University etc., thlS. habit of readmg and note-taking
Simumlneonsly helps me a lot. Reading has become a pleasure to me, and it has been possible only because
of the library staff and teaching staff of Nowgong Girls’ College. ' ) ;

The most important task of a student is to know how to write a good, organized, to-the.-pomt,
scholarly but concise answer. As a student, I was unable to reflect my knowledge on my anS_WGr—scnPts. In
one occasion Dr. Mamoni Roysom Goswami visited our college and asa studen_t represgntatwe, I deh.vered
a lecture. I compared Dr. Goswami with Hemingway in respect of using autobiographical elements in her
Creative writings. As a women writer, I compared her with J ane Austen and expres_sed my personal feelings
about her novels. Having delivered the lecture, I felt very shy in front of my English teachers. But the very
next day, Rita Talukdar Madam asked me why I did not use in my writings the type of style that I praised
in the lecture. I had the wrong idea that academic line and creative l%nes_ were seperate domains. But
Madam praised my lecture and inspired me to use such type of originality in my answers. Nedouiitist
very day was a turning point in my academic life. The style of my answer changed abruptly. I started

enjoying my studies in a different way. Whether it was an MPhil dissertation or a PhD thesis or any other
I always chose difficult questions to answer and

selected uncommon topics to write on as seminar papers. I can do that only because of the inspiration I

received from Rita Talukdar Madam.

AR ¢l ea




Self-confidence is the most important factor of a student. When I entered Nowgong Girls’ College, I
was a gt 1 v:nthout confidence. Instead ofreading the original writings of many English writers, I read the;n
sometimes in Assamese and Sometimes in Bengali. But Rita Talukdar Madam encouraged me ;aying that it
! knew the story. Yet Chetia Madam, the Head of the Department, and Rita Talukdar Madam always
praised us as sincere and good girls. Jyotirmay Jana Sir considers me even today a very good student. We

oo e, those words work imuli
teachers, th ired . A as stimuli. Actually, as good
¢y inspired us to become good. Muni Kakoti Madam was a very homely English tea{:her ti us,

classes. comments, whenever he got a chance and scope, even ;n the
Philosip::th:iZ:n'I!l)l’e sm :vftlll) l;lﬂemgaspass Course. Other P hilosophy stuents were students of
Sir were friendly. Sometimes classes were mnvegrttpﬁminm Mheﬁiﬁﬁ Pevi Madam and Gunadhar Gogo
Phﬂosm gzd;n o:;o pl;hnllsmh:;s ;ike ad;r;gjsz Gﬁdln and udent interactions on Indian and Western
féﬁﬁmi"gaﬁﬁﬁﬁa‘tﬁ’”&ﬁ;vﬁﬁ“; o o Ut Somatimes o e ottt
Wi T e U ey oo i o, 0 Vi e Pt o B S .

then and .
: Gogoi Si we knew nothing; but Apurba
matters, sometimes about new books or pew tovi 801 S|.1- and agiotll:er teachers discugsed wngth us s:‘rious

. But out youth unrest or other social problems.
Colle ; . Lam the I;';esnon mYSe: Ca 1 become as inspiring
°ge. But, always the question comes to my mind; of the English Department of Kamargaon
Chetia Madam did? How conscious was she about fin:. n | manage Departm i i
she as to make necessary study materials availabje ii:lsh'mgthe course in time ang eI1nt as efﬁcxen.tly wes
was fruitful to us, because she bough s Rita Taluk gy adam’s evec:;v vl?;: l:ocznunfa;vaa;

t new books relateg
library full of rare and valuable books and that hel man;o our cour;l :gi‘:ifmﬁy Jana Sir has a personal

) ‘ after my marria g me

friend, philosopher and guj in tensi 86 my father ;

e b i, O i e | St % 0 s
N A w: . i

Laskar Madam, she confidently told my father that ;in?]h“g o our Girlg’ gollegt; ﬁairher Di cﬁfnfuf

and they would surely finish the task thas they i °fl Were capab|, many thin tim

into, added e of doj : :

initiated. My father was satisfied with that azwe? m:ih? ; I would Surzlll;gcomp{ete thgst:;kal hﬂ;
e

lineofDrManjuLaskarinmyhem-tand‘ me always wi
The wheel o fime is going on. The sives y.- " ¢ 0 finish my wor, <" WORds. Lstil keep that

. fiver Ko
will come and go. Batch by batch students will a) ong flows op, The institution i

college will be as inspiring to the students o come and go But [

. . a5 my teachers i hope a)
will advance the cause ofeducat!on and dedicate the leere to me
the College from 1988 to 1991 did, TISCIVES o the cause of ghe
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Freedeom at Midnight— Re-Reading the great Indian
gendered divide

Dr Jonali Sharma

often marked by a network of meaning and sociaj signific . e
meaningful and functional subjects within socia] cnsembles.(Gros, ;slof;:ﬁzb;?dgmsz i?;s) thseg :,?ﬁ?;lls
crossed the borders to be among people whom they could as0ciate with The orel S pptt. o ories
of the partition era which can be read as counterhistories 1, Dl'edomi:{aml o natratives an et
attempt to justify the violence through the reification of largely mascul ¥ historical narratives ( v6)
embody in them a symbiotic relationship of love and hate, of anger atldlne.tl‘opes of the war narra of
loss which comes from the realization that the PreSent invariably 1,0 ﬁg':‘;:"Fe and a deep felllts?s .
past that cannpt really be dated . The Patchy covers of dipl omacy have o jlr cotnmqn past. o
legacy. The lived experiences of many who endured : tled to disguise the hos

antagonism and  distrust. The victims

C 80ss ingjpn: . . f
. embody the Cxperiences of li\rig“lty sl o petuate feelings 9
their bodies that they remember the ab
they relive them involuntarily, According to Edward

use they went through "8 the times because it is through
that hold bitter sweet memories.

Casey' thees;:0 :n: CXperiences felt so intensely thﬂf
The partition of India im(; India any becomes ‘memorial containef

division of a politically defined enclo

trust and security

sure but in reality j ¢mbodieq : I:uakltfnt? Symbolized for many 3
In this paper 1 want to explore specific

in the domains of faith,
divide. It must be remembered that almost ha

were women. The question that hauntg is why women we ;
under the notions of nationhood and

sanctity of religion, Asgjon;
and racial honour, and perceived in this predominantly
they were made victims of patriarchal circumstanceg and
the nation that had to be defended or Possessed, It also

honour and pride. Such notions insisteq that Possessing

ance and

uestions

l(fl‘ of the m?;iﬁen:d;l;and Sexuality in refation to this great
t were killed, dislocated and uprooted
ed to indignity g inhuman torture
masculing g, d:a:my of Preserving community
Patriarcha) wills :‘ur . ‘estoring nationhf)od'
Was an extengiqn | he Woman’s body signified
2 Woman of oo, ¢ idea of asserting manly

Another religion or even assaulting

_ . - - —————

. ine si iti imply the
. ; for the warring sides. The partition was not simp
i nating her was an issue of contention for the : e i .
zcur‘c:ltli:l:ll: rz% a se;gaarate homeland for a religious mmont:f grollp;c imm;ag);v::;im;ug;;mrzf;mw:os .
. ther , and a violation of her . Ha te
dismembering of Bharatmata—the mo ' i ing the territory of India with Nehru
. . ; ich depicted a woman’s body mapping - . .
picture 11::r the fﬁ“::;; T:;:ewnigd Pakistan. Sectarian political strategies enabled ttllal:: ls;asc:fli;:t l:t:l:
el e e en can never be similarly given up. The men took to vwle[-lce t10 a: e:ng;e fra t;.nting of
o v WO':rlulnera»'lble They belonged to the interiors. The).' were not invo \;‘e in ahood. gajsnsertion o
:::::;ﬁ: :gedivision of borders. What part do they play in this c‘l"‘stht‘“t":;::;: w’::gn who were to be
i is indeed ironical tha
L ion of political spaces? It is m onica ] ) d it is this
s and lo;atlorl ssl:on of the infidels were only identified b.y th?u' sexuat::tyczzce ltion ot
protected from the aggre communities tried to protect or destroy. This reinforces teh art?tion e
sexuality which the-war::f,munity and societal honour lies on the woman. Dun;‘l:li Tlieg o be:
the task of prislif”'(;’fs Sikhs and Muslims merged in the bodies of their t:'ombi otk They came (o be
comrrgu:intlles ° mb'ec’:ts and, more as objectified commodities that are to guard
regarded less as subj
; i lls-
destroyed. . interviewed by Ritu Menon and Kamala Bhasin, recal
. ition violence interviewed by : d
A survivor of tht; I;-[a:al:im?u::l’ Hindus threw their young daughters into wells, dugtotrel::‘l:::t a::,e
b 'edhtlhthe vll‘llagessozw were burnt to death, some were l:ﬁdtﬁ mzuml;c&;x? ’
uried them alive. happenings e . )
. . eard of such happ
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oy into homes and pie U!Jw)r; saw many who had been raped =0 ir families said “How can we keep
folk and take the women.ed They had tooth marks all over them. Their i
scarred, and then abandoned.

18, 15, 14 years old—what
» f them were S0 yOlll'lg— ] ]
them now? Better that they are dead. M:: 3:10:! spoilt. One had been raped by ten or more men—her

temained of them now? Their ‘character” W There was one village Makhtampura, where all night they

her back. ; ing i 1as.No one could do
father burnt her, refused ‘;;“kid sway all e Yo i e s T 3w it al—thers
plundered and mp?&’ﬂ::zy wgﬁld be killed. Everyone was runmng 1o .

anything—if they di

in:32) i en from the
hadn’t been bom....( Menon and t?l:a:::en were expected to save the honour of their wom
In normal circumstances,

ds slaughtered their daughters
it io here fathers and husban >

: incredible incidents W : rs of their honour. When they
Wfidels. So there are the§° mlitionship of trust by becoming ;aft?lelclle %Pe those whom their men fought
and wives and ended their rt:l id not allow themselves t0 be de l 3; to protect the honour of their
falled to do so the women Iins.tanoes when women killed themsea‘;il their sacrifice always glorified.
against. There are nu}nerquf'on Such women were mgﬂded m;;ﬁ’smof honour were so ingrained in these
communities or of theu'.rellg.l ‘t'col.lld be called a chmce: ljlo illing sacrifices or forced end of their
Death was a better choice, if :;h difference in their subn?s;:m t([’(h“:lsa gw here some ninety women of a
Wwomen that there was not mu n the village of Thoa :

. incident i
lives. There is this particular l::l:iheeir honour.
village jumped into a well to 53 Statesman reads thus:

i walpindi district... who drowned

A newspaper report In thzf the littte village of Tho? Kl:,als:o;%;s sfirred the imagination of the

The story of 90 w(.)men ell during the recent distur an lation when their men folk are no

themselves by jumping into :re: the Rajput tradition of :;lt: lm;l;‘i)ce ::) Indian women that in certaie
People of Punjab . They revive” & = 1l owed Mr. Gandhi’s a

taqi i lia:188 ).
longer able to defead them. Theyo:la“y preferable to submission. (Qtd in Butalia: 188 )
Circumstances even suicide was m
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These instances of mass murder and mass suicide prove that women faced threat not only from
the others but from the members of their own communities and families. It was a notion internalized by
the women that the dangers that loomed at them—the horror of rape and defilement, the threat of
conversion — were gross violation of social codes and ethics and hence these acts of im.molation were
absolutely necessary. So, while the men planned and shaped political revenges
women congregated in their own private spaces to organise their own deaths,
society at large remembered their sacrifices as heroic acts which further cont
strictures of femininity and perpetuated patriarchal directives for maintainin
records and historiographies do not contain any reference of such incident
violence. Violence was committed by the ‘others’

in the public spheres, the
The community and the
ained women within the
g social harmony.Official
s. These are not acts of

onto the evilness of the other who inhabited the outside. d

Women and their bodies constitute the property of their m
them was tantamount to humiliating the other com
Hindus, Muslims and the Sikhs fought against each other on the battlefielq that was mapped on the

bodies of their women. It was a territo
; . ry to be conquered :
dishonour of the ‘other’. “We took the women: that wag the sy 14 Tavished sincusting 12

Mf"wat recall?d regarding Hindu aggression in the region beg;eee?ml\:;n ” Ad o llags feat e “
I‘-’Iei;?dt?s I;/Inl;sl;r;‘xkhsubaltem' describing his platoon’s mission of destru};t?gn I:q:lei.?ber 1947 In.s 31m11;1;
i s came in front of us, were killed. Not only that aid. “Whosoever from
ouses and r.utlhlessly killed them and disgraced their womenf: » WE got them to come out of their
Explicitly sexual, the range of violence sought to

il en and hence violence inflicted on
uni ; . ..
t and also a sacrilege to their religion. The

i olk’ (Shail Mayaram, qtd. in Pandey: 2045)

sexuali ;
- dxuahze 4 Woman, violate her sanctity and

. er, feedin
exclusion. Hen man’ o &
ce a wo s body never exists in a free state

£ Ng—resisti ion an
constructed. Mutilating her physicall ting separation

I only g eScl.le is actually culturally coded and
country and how i P ‘f_y the extent to which her body

woman found herself fragmented into two parts- a part

and her cultural roots stemmed there but there Waspa} that

identity because they have now transformed to . . S0 the
It was the man’s prerogative to decide wheth

their own family members or migrate to Saféty o

say or choice because it was assumed that she lack

esisted disp
other part ¢
e and disoriented sp
er tlhe Woman shoyq sta

N alien Jang In eithey si 4
ed the Capacity tq make iltg

aces,

aF home to be killed bY
ajc lf)n, the woman had n°
Cisions, Sych accounts 0

b @ BlIEfS

violation of private spaces and subsequent sexual brutalization in the face of dislocation are always
overshadowed by the grander narratives of Partition.

In his speech at a prayer meting on 18 September 1947, Gandhi responded to the news of the
devastating massacre on women in the face of communal violence.

I have heard that many women who did not want to lose their honour chose to die. Many men
killed their own wives. I think that is really great because I know that it is such things that make India
brave. After all, life and death is a transitory game — They have gone with courage. They have not sold
away their honour Mohandas K. Gandhi, ‘Speech at a Prayer Meeting’ from Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, vol. 96 :388-389

Women had to face threats to their lives not only from the others and their kin but the desire to
posit all feminine virtues on female bodies play into the community and the state as well. It is a paradox
that the female body which became the territory where the warring lfactions ma.pped their revenges and
their loyalties, was also the central contending issua? fm.' .the natlo.n. The dlstlocated, dlsplacec'l _apd
uprooted part of the nation had to be restored back in their original locations and this was the xiesp’onmblhty
of the new government. Women’s bodies now became the p.r(‘Jperry of the state and the nation’s honour
now demanded that the women be restored back to their families. : ’

In this context it is relevant to mention Veena Das’s content1?n on national honour' when she
opines that ‘it is the ideology of the nation which ins'ists upon th_e pllI‘lﬁCatIOIll’. Now the nation and the
family act in alliance and it is precisely at this point that family, connm..lmty and the stgte .convergie
together to decide and determine the fate of their women. The female b0f11fes are fral'ned within certain
social and cultural practices which perpetuate a senSfa 91" cultural and religious sanctity. TFle raped and
violated women were excluded from the sacred restrictive sp‘aces of ,the home and the nat:on. bl_lt those
who attempted self immolation were lauded and upheld as ‘martyrs and accomm'odated within fhese
social spaces .The notion of purity transferred from the family to the state lodged itself once again on
the wo;r;lzn. sty of the family mirrors the purity of the nation, a.nd the raped woman cannot be the
vehicle of tiz faﬂlilial metaphor that enables the narratim.l of the nation ( Ray :135-136).

- of violence women and girls were repeatedly raped, passed on from hand
In uncountable instances hrown away, before some of them were lucky enough to

: tted, used ,t
to hand, sold, auctioned, cheered, pe d in time even have children and raise a family. (Pandey

‘ P be married an
P; o?gk)fgl :nhﬁnd a }I:emne;gzraaiz abducted and married either willingly or forcefully, and later recovered
: ut these wo

; elcome in their earlier familial folds. Urvashi Butalia
by the state oﬁenhrealallf:; tli?ctl Zlile};e::)e::ril:g “‘i}men because “while the loss of the nation’s body was
?;Efgifr;:?; i’:g bfcllsi;es of the women could be recovered, had to be rgc.overe:. (Izll.ttaha : 74). But a

: s et gyl of impurity and cannot be eni"olde- mto_t ¢ noble E'xssembly_ of the
v10'lated woman was a po dored blemish frec. In order to effect purification without any incongruity, the
nation before theyf' are rendere rizing the families to accept the women by convincing them that they
state resolutely aimed at pre:fsuin p:raphfﬂse a pamphlet issued by the Indian Ministry of Relief and
were ;?uriﬁed. Menon and B}:a‘: - ceording o the laws of Manu [an important Hindu text], “just as a
Rehabilitation that -assel:ted —ry washed clean of all pollutants, so a menstruating woman is purified
flowing stream purifies itself and 18 100) The government enforced directives to legitimize large scale

after her period.” (Menon and i that the children born of Muslim fathers did not accompany

: to ensuré ki
?:9ﬂl0nshand ste}}:S weren:':i(:: because they did not ‘belong’ there and hence were not the responsibility
eir mothers to the n€wW

: t the social constructs of honour which was interminably
iti instated firmly tha . : as intermir

?f lihe state. The partition {epufity was also the signifier of national virtue. It creates credible identities—
inked to a woman’s sexua

e rators.
secular as well as political— for the perpet
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freedom, because women'’s histories are not meant for narration. They were only bitter pieces of reality

By now it is amply clear that during the macabre staging of events during partition, the women that were perceived, felt and experienced. Women mauled and massacred was not a glorious incident in
were _the worst affected. For them the partition was a ‘metaphor for irreparable loss’ wa did they the history of a nascent state .It signified a loss of honour and a corresponding demasculization of the
ex'penence this interplay of emotions and sentiments where they were peripherals devoid of agency or patriarch. Hence every personal experience and memory of the gruesome realities of partition was
w1.ll? There were such violent upheavals in their lives that in moments, the contours of the?r placid submerged under the heroic strands of valour that was ofien the dominant discourse m the official
ex1s_te_nces had .transfonned. They were ordinary people sharing moments and experiences with their narratives of the great divide. A question that unfailingly comes to mind now is whether these women
families and neighbors, cocooned in the secure warmth of familiar bonds. Mirth and grief were equally accepted their situations without any protest? Were there not any dissenting voices? Women’s voices

theirs to share and feel. All of a sudden, the environment turns hostile-
split and neighbours become discrete. Their identities

in their native lands. All other constructs and subjecti
negated and they are now recognized solely by their rel

were of course never heard, but those who refused to toe the line of social duty and honour were made
to feel ashamed of their ‘cowardice’ and their ‘lack of courage in accepting death’ (Menon and Bhasin
:54) Layers of silence distanced these women and their tales frF)m their famiiy members as well._Thejre
was a reluctance to speak about these women and people hesitated to mc_lude them among thEII" 1'(1n.
Keeping in mind the convergence of ways and methods t.o localte a womz'an‘ in tlhe'narratwes of pal‘tltI.OI'l,
it is necessary to understand how women themselves view .thl-S great d1v1del in its aftermath. Was it a
political aberration, interplay of politics and power? Was it }u'st another vu')lent saga o:f traumf'i and
displacement that offered them nothing but anguish? What role did they endct the unfolding of history
which was a mangled sequence of events dividing their identities and selves? These women who lf:ﬁ
v : , sacrifice and loss, th : of their homes across the border had one e)q.nei:ience in com-morl?ﬂllle}_’ 2%11 looked bcflle on th.exr PaSE \'vl‘l}ih
o ey i Mo 1 a3 To o b s | 88t o e o i of e e gt T
stences and fragmented their lives. Where did ks sense of rootless ness— of not “belonging ~=S4% 4 i fi

where they were born or where they are now secularly cl o 1d they belong now? The country Perhaps it is the antagonism of religious differences as Taran fje‘lt. Taran, a Sli(.h, was qrced to
and bitter sweet tirades with their onetime nei Y clustered? How do you forget shared intimacies d come to India after the partition. She hv?d in India t1.11 1984

e nelghbolurs who all of 3 sudden turned illogically hostile? 7 resurfaced. Her identity and integrity as an Indian was
1n the scales of filia] affection? Whom did they owe once again a religious minority in a secular state.

families disintegrate, relations
r?‘.hﬁned’ they find themselves alone and alien
ivities — cultural, geographical or political- are
1gious dispositions. They are witness to violence

was in reality a history of “confused struggles and vi

leave her ancestral home in Pakistan an
when once again the violent memories of 194 '
questioned. She was not an Indian now, but a Sikh-

t(}) this violence in which the most interior aspects of Illi?“:()\::e?r;[i;na Das aptly comments that “consequent They were branded as traitors and she was bewildered to face this exclusion in a nation she had so long
alien space led to a divisi € most intruded upon, fleeing to another : ) : )
fugitive and the worldviiﬁza?gtl;:asizsg?i th; Wf)rld according to a logic that rIrJaade the sglf radically conmd;r;:rt;;ﬁ;;s; O:f;{ker 1984, where is my country? In a way, my ey 1 whete 1, 5k beitn, whiieh
familiar to them of 87 could idengtify ! }-1( as:69)  They are dispossessed of everything that was is Pakistan Country,is where you feel at home, where_you are accepted, where you know the smell of
relate to. They were among strangers, j Wi, and all that was thrust on them now, they could barely the land, the culture, where you can breathe freely, Gjin: el out S Mwene, Lot iy
arduous task of cithsting %ost thg cSl, 1:;1 a strange land and they had to negotiate ne\:v challenges. In the home m’y own. if I;’ly home is not mine, how can a country be. mu:ae? (Menon anaji B13a51n 243).
the public e i rea sf ey found the boundaries blurring— private realms merged int0 Throughout the’ordering of events during the partition woman were in a netl.:ulo;is ;ealnf} of I_mnoufr, }c:f
houiitl i of e Thense of relief and Iesignation their male protectors now allowed them t0 glory, of the protection of the mother and hence the motherland and. tt)lllere .y g_dt 1? a 1rrnat1:n of the
ruptured. dreams. Massiye. 3 t:tey started from a scratch once again to build broken homes and mend manl;ood of their man.’ If that may be considered one, what other tangi_ e fg,rzutr}ll id t e;;ﬁ?la?ir. ' i
m—— b Its In gender roles now thrust them in situations hitherto unassayed and Male domination on women is primarily sexual. cha'lf? selsicua l\l/l'ry1 is the powe . ehe@;ner (1)
intense emotional and thSlscaI;r::;mlSIy eld by men. Unfamilir social conditions blenlg;d w?th their the hierarchy of man and woman socially. cylturall}’ s lp0htlcz:ie)i;nesatiewlg:ilt?zrclyo‘: alcw;fnazr g:nz
their new homelands. It wag 4 tot‘elarlrla exclu.ded them from the conventions and (’mltural ractices of universal and exists meticulously across NELOT® it t‘:riso witnessed anlzl endured Partition existed
inseparably with their i s dissolution of their identities because, for them it wap associated appropriates her familial and social roles. All those v(;fome?o e it oo
the idea that places were connect € secure spaces which they could call their o e forced in a state of fear knowing that this is w}.lat e di d d and fragmented exis‘:ence only. The
customs. ¢d to their identities only through the i e S ST and il be done about it. She becomes a CIVICEC = v
nterplay of power and social SLI .perhapi nothn:g .\Vience how did they accept their objectification? On one plane they accept the
rvivors of sexual vio =

There are massive sile
nces on thege ; )
eclipses the twilight oS¢ Issues. The glorious real : . : social tructs prescriptive of fe
ght zones where voiceg drow realm enveloping the birth of a nation constructs p

i
S N and wi - .
be legitimized as schemes of necessary retribution for :-‘;}115 sTk. It is the gendered violence that has t0
conciling religious dj
ifferences. Women bear the

oppression of nation makin i . 3
PP g by interpreting on thejr bodies the i s 4
e and the violence sanctioned bY

male dehumanization and on another plane they.wrap Fheir existences
; - ) it is patriarchy that initiates, asserts and concludF:s their predlcament'. They
W Seily of sllence. b?cause 1 pthey are victims and so they do not moralize: nor do they reciprocate
accept their submlssu?n b?cause emains irrevocably unaltered—men do things and they get away
avenge because the situation o n though in a different context it can be thus summed up:

o g ine McKinno p - )
wgh it. Precisely state;llb}’rr(fia:lt;le:iiality through force or pressure or imposition, given the constant
“Given the effects of lea

cultural and social margins.
Certain losses and injuries
th oid i

are inevitable in th
' : € process of ¢ i
" .
ere 1s a strange void in the representation of these ey W i

on its journey of freedom. While personal experiences of the v'pe.“ences of women as the state embarked

Ictims and P
y seldom found 815 § the.paln involved overshadowed BEEMS ¢lve
Cpresentation in the grand mosaic of




roulette of sexual violence, given the daily sexualization of every aspect of a woman’s presence— for @
woman to be sexualized means constant humiliation or threat of it, bein

: g invisible as human being and
center stage as sex object—

being a target for assault or being assaulted. Given that this is the situation of
an vomei, Wa one Never Kows Tor sure that one is not mext on the list of victims-
exaggerated to say that— women exist in a state of terror.”

(Mckinnor : 357)

it does not geer
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Architectural Kcology
Locating Nature and Culture in Select Monuments of China, Egypt and Dubai

Dr Farddina Hussain

Architecture and ecology are strange, but, today, insepa@ble bedfellows. It will remain so till human
civilization exists. The urban skyline comprising the green solitary trees anc_l rows of skyscrapers creates an
artificial environment that has become an indispensable part of ecol_ogy itself. The lz_xst decades of .the
v a vigorous debate on architecture and urbanism, global warming, deforestation,

twentieth century saw : . : .
population wargyon“one hand. and, on the other, opinions advocating new forms of ecological planning of

the cities and public spaces termed as landscape ffCUlOgY- There 1135' be_en 2 Sigflif_ical'“ at}:empt to under-
stand architecture and shed the label of being antl-eco.log}’ by re—desngflmg and URITANIE HOW. CCOSyStemms
similar way of affirming and communicating ecological values of interde-
[t must be seen as a continuing process, growing through stages of
of nature with processes of cultural/ social behavior. An ecological
understanding of architecture will not only remove the perceiv'edl notions of architt’:c;ure 42 ;tal:ic (r}Talking it
more d ic) but also project the environment where th.e buildings arEan ‘?5531“13 part of the whole eco-
ynamic) Gibson (1979) who pioneered this considers the relationship of the user of the model and
istisf:?)l::t-ein;: Sbi;nglaizlogous with the relationship of an animal and its eml:??meét'_ o -
i become second nature and we have grown to.accep its presence as entities whic

z’-‘\rchltecmre has delling plEces, shopping malls, parking sites and other essential public spaces.
T s o oy b o, o e T
; ¢ architecture and human life fcultur.e manifested in certain popu ar structures develop
{nterconrllectedness of ar l ace that talk of histories, thoughts and art of various communities or
mtg a visual language—a ait‘lguitf autobiographies in three manuscripts— the book of their deeds, the
nation-states. They seem to WTk of their art... but of the three the only trustworthy one is the last” (John
book of their words, and the books ' Best). Art forms display culture, moral and religious beliefs, social and
Ruskin in his .Pre'face to St. M(c;?“ standmé and most interestingly ecological insights. Nature and culture

€conomic aspxrat1on§, self-L'm ;I‘ i v;rious buildings, opera houses, palaces and other structures.
blend in the form of 1m‘agerleS ?1 t-Enlightenment, architecture has emerged as an art form and was
From the Renaissance till pos_n Europe in designing wonderful buildings of churches, palaces,

; ists 1 : .
experimented by many great s at houses that tell tales. It had through the centuries communicated

. 1 di re 3 : : :
1hmp(?rtant gf)venflllln'ent Zl;llﬁ:lﬁieilzfmg and ecology by implanting their beliefs through various animals,
€ Interesting Iusion

i fieures on roofs of buildings, walls and so on. Designing buildings .had
dragons and animal-human 11§ cting the forces of nature: the survival of Fengshui and the ritual
frequently been a sacred act reSIJt‘;e top of a new building during construction in northern European
placement of a growing tre§ :;ﬂ et traditional reverence for the transcending powers of nature.
countries are evocative r;:::‘;;{f in harmony with nature, for instance, Chinese or Egyptian architecture
Ancient buildings were 0 . et ;
that stood as repgresentatives of earliest Eastern civilization t;;r lclerl;ugis.. e de

: i is most famous for the Great Wall o ina. But, thet ;
ch Chme}?i ar;lk;;tct;:l;i o JigE wall and probably the most under-appreciated structure of all in
mese arcnitec

work. Architectural Ecology is a
pendence, stratification and flux.
paradigm shifts that integrate processes
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China is “The Forbidden City”. It is a moated palace in Beijing with many religious locations within and is
believed to have been built during the early Ming dynasty. The city gained national significance as the
main capital during the reign of the Ming Emperors during the early fifteenth century. There are many
structures which make this city stand out as a place of numerous treasures and great art. On the eastern
side of the courtyard stands a pavilion containing a stone camel and a stone dragon. The central portion of

the stairway to the great hall is curved with designs of sea beasts and dragons. The central motifs of the
dragon occur everywhere in the city.

The throne hall is supported by columns entwined b
steps were paved with huge
dragons in brilliant colours,
officials, and figures as guardi
along the “Spirit Way”,
placed in a certain spot
are also seen on roof to
of these animals.

y gilded dragons, the central ramps on marble
slabs carved with the dragon and phoenix, and the screen walls display
There are avenues of lions, mythical animals, camels, elephants, horses,
ans made from single blocks of marble standing guard. They are placed right
the main path. These figures are found all throughout the city and are always
for protection from evil spirits and sometimes for decoration. These stone figures
ps of buildings and tombs. On the roof there could be a dragon, a lion or a fusion

preceded by the epithe
emperor’s ceremonial dress, “dr

. Thus “dragon seat”
_agon bed” for him to sleep on, and *

for the throne, “dragon robe” for the

f China under the Qing Dynasty had 2
“dragon-heads” because they showed 2
 Ditgion b IPOV;’er and strength. |
grotesque becoxlnes ! Symt?d of power, life, energy and good fgurtll;?lz Y;lg_l;lﬁes SOmethmg fez}lﬁrlfuraohs
created the Sphinx— meaning the terrifying one in Arabic! Tt is a limest imilarly the Eg-yptlan a i
human head that stands guard at Giza, a sma] imestone statue with a lion’s body an

L province near Cairo, It i bel; ilt dur
N : - 1t 18 believed t n built during
Pharaon Khafra’s time as guard outside the Great Pyramiq that houses his father’s CEIEEEHE’;:]‘“K;‘;Y roya

treasures and food-supplies. .
paradoxical depictions celebrate ang acknowledge ssence of Egypt, her strength  and wisdom. Thes®

life force. nature’s fury though simultaneously connecting it with

& . v " LR
phoenix carriage”, “phoenix canopies

when certain prehistoric tribes in China adopted the dragonlamong othe_r totems as their symbo:jalnd g!:’ardl(;ln
god. Earliest legends in China described the dragon_as a r.nlraculm.ls ammal with fish scale.s.an thcmg tlear st:
As time went on, it became more and more embellished in the rmr.lds of .the peoplt_e, _acql’um;g e an fer‘tsho
the deer, the mane of the horse and the claws of the eagh;:. In short, it .obtal'ncd the dlS‘tmcthf; eat.uresi of ott rir
creature,s until it became what we see today in the imperial palaces. Likewise, the Chinese p oel:llxba ;o eﬁ; S

ly in legends and fairy tales. It has the head of the golden pheasant, the beak of the parrot, the body _o le
:);ar):d!:ringduck the wings of the roe, the feathers of the peacock ar{d the lelgs of tl.le crane. Glfmous y
beautiful, it reiéns over the feathered world. The dragon and the phoenix serve blnl_clas::lcalla;t Sar::l (llntlzr::n;
as me{ap’hors for people of high virtue and rare talent. Together, the two symbolize ap;;lm s‘ :

. A ant part of folk art, dragon lanterns, dragon boats, dragon and p oenix dances are
m_amzllges. e lmpo_l'fdﬂ hi festivals. It stands for health, freedom and power but also is feared_for its
s s Eﬁli?eas;imal Chen in the 12 Chinese Animal systems. Chen is linked with the
1 ;

anger and spell. It is thﬁf s, M ythically he is also the rainmaker and can easily move between heaven
g .

transformative life force o pc i ‘
and earth. It lives in rock as fishes or man live in quer and I.and resll:a:.:ctl\f’elyi i vl lan
i i osed of different multilayered interlocking slys ems. y i

En?qronment . COI:llPt the same time preserve its own features. Since 19695 the overa.ll recognition
ofher i e a1 has accelerated entropy to the point of endangenn_g the 51-11-\1.1val of certain
e archltecr'urle-and techno Zgy ussions and conferences to deal with pollution, mdus?nahsm and other
“pasies Kb mmat‘?d oy - ls}f led to a mandate for landscape ecology. The central issue of landscape
related ecological lljss.ues. Tcl; 1;16 gli:ndscapes they create are significant part of the ecosystem. They draw on
ecology is human being an

i . It sees nature and culture as working together and
both ecology and 01:11ture to appliecﬁl::pg:;?? i;gf S]_)enida talks about in Structure Sf‘gn and Play of the
becomes the literal instance of | 1e h between nature and culture. The everyday- archltecFure has been re-
Human Sciences. It remloves the s as th certain sustainable changes. Landscape t?c.ology Fne.s to answer the
thought and made functionally fit Wll ing farms that work like forests and prairies; buildings thgt accrue
ecological crisis with ideas of: devie(:-psyftﬂms that work like natural wetlands; materials that mimic the

e i 2 trej > \-Nanliz- Vivrfldustries that work more like ecosystems; products that become part of
ingenuity of plants and ammais,

i ial flows. . iy '
A e Ll matel;lsilig Modern Dubai as you witness a planned green city in the middle of a
Such few ecosystems €X

1y as they constantly water the plants and trees through thin
fesett Totives o s E RO gi:ﬁlzirgd;ﬁgd the 31131.1blic spaces. Pespite the buge S_m‘ctures, the large
water pipes that keep the s es as the oasis to Dubai’s concrete jungle. Burj I"Jl.ahfa,_th‘_3 new l‘-“”ban
water body the Dubai Cre.ek-se‘:l'\’f he world rising gracefully f}'om the desert sands is bullt1 dl]’.’l tolt'a sn?e]i
masterpiece, the tallest bmld{gi %nest shopping, dining, entertainment and home to the world’s elite wit
and is the centre for the wor

of offices and eventually a 160-room Armani-branded hotel. The design
S T apURE, aa roer hile the open petals of a desert flower were the
3 . . n
incorporates ideas from traditio

inspiration for the tower’s base.

It illustrates how techno'
water-fountains creating an art
hopes to sustain in the way Fouca o
“a city in which everyone took propece”
L I Sl tair.lable planet ahead.
technology and ethics to foresee & sus

al Islamic architecture, W

i i d a lake with dancing
architecture yet besides trees an
log'y e Crea:ees The city exemplifies a complete man- made world that
Ly 1andsc:2h;'1t taking care of oneself is the precondition for sustainability:
gt £ himself would be a city that functions well and found in this
€0

Architectural ecology would then take on environment, culture,

£ Nowgong Girls’ College and an assistant professor (senior) of English, Gauhati
Dr Farddina Hussain is an ex-student 0 University, Kokrajhar Campus.
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The Stigma of Witch-Hunting

A Discussion with Special Reference 10 Assam

Ne=ta Sarma

Since time immemorial, humanity, especially womenfolk, has been haunted b he sti alled
witch-hunting. A witch is a woman who is supposed to use magic or wj y the stigma calle
1

witch-hunting is searching for witches or evidences of witchcraft often

. ; ;L : g
panic, mass hysteria and lynching in which the victim, and sometimes the
suffer.

tcheraft for evil purposes. And
reating an atmosphere of moral
victim’s whole family, is made to

HIV/AIDS have been attributed to spells cast by witches. Chu:i]}'f:s?hp?x., impotence and more recently
Spanish Inquisition in the fifteenth century to denounce witcheraft, g orities conducted the ignominious
and burnt even some brave young women including Joan of Arc a; : rli:el'y and. alchemy, besides heresy
infamous 1962 Salem Witch trials in the US saw public frenzy whi ; € brandmg them as witches. The
women, who were burnt at stakes or killed by drowning, ¢ Pped up by thousands of people, mostly

. alled tr
witches were hanged, strangled, drugged to an unconscious or g trial by water. People condemned as
State and then ejther tied to 2

stake or pushed into a barrel. of tar and set afire. Punishment for ma]
earliest law codes preserved in both ancient Egypt ang Babylonia, 1¢ fVOICnt Soreery is addressed in the
of Hammurabi (died c. 1750 BC) prescribes as follows: + Payed a conspicuous part. The code

If a man has put a spell upon another man an

€miconscigys

ditj s

" S}llsalr:{)}: Justified, he upon whom the spell is

put the spe]] . Plur}ge, If the holy river overcomes
POn him shal| take possession of his

ged into the riyey shauunharmed the man who laid the

; N m Eur :
were witch trials in the fifteenth and early sixteenth Sty Ope came ip v,

before becoming a major issue again and peaking in the
fear of witchcraft started among intellectuals who beliey

ritual parties in which there was much naked dancing
seen as heresy for going against the first of the Tep
the divine majesty.

In societies where people are still superstitioys ang predomj
Inantly

Ing g : ; ;
Orgy of sex and ¢, : SSociated with wild Satanic
Commandments or

belje .
VErs in the power of magic

So ¢! BEEe

witch-hunting is still practised. In most cases, these are instances of mob justice, reported with some
regularity from much of Sub-Saharan Africa, from rural North and East India and from Paupa New
Guinea. Moreover. there are some countries that have legislation against the practice of sorcery. Saudi
Arabia is the only country where witchcraft remains legally punishable by death.

Comine to the context of India and her northeast, we see that labeling a woman as a witch is a
common p]o; to grab land, seitle scores and personal grudges or even to punish her for turning down
sexual advances. In a majority of the cases, it is difficult for the accused woman to reach out for help and
she is forced to either abandon her home and family or is driven to commit suicide. Most cases are not
documented because it is difficult for poor and illiterate women to travel from isolateq regions‘ to file
complaints at courts or police stations. Less than two pelrccnt of _those accused of w1tch-h}mtm.g _are
actually convicted, according to a study by the Free Legal Aid Committee, a group that works with victims
in the state of Jharkhand.

A 2010 estimate places the nu

- the period of 1995 to 2009. B
year Ol:r;ef‘:;a}zu{:'rfljfs&ci?ce ofpwitch-hunting is prevalent in the state of Assam too. Though it is generally

confined to scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, tea-tritlaes, al?d other tribal Pi.)pulé.ltiOIlS, sometimes \""itch-
hunting occurs among the upper castes t00. The quesno_n arises; Why R this mc?derl‘l) world with so
much of progress and development in every spheredoz hf;: Shl;u;it\’;’;Ch-humlﬂg continue? It can be well
: - nd deaths ar
— tbat e wltCh-huml;egngez‘tiis:Zgljrfvsh:re witch-hunting is still prevalent are not always cut-off
o oo A D PSS L o A A Sy
at the minimum and has either a public health centre of its (_)wn wit somle m;a 10:: S acili u:}sl. r W)’, aen, 1;
the blame of somebody’s sickness Of the death of some animals put.zea oltls i (; or:e 0t Pi- (im dn a;q
wh d her family not only tortured but also_s'ometlmes. ARG, ox bRer glive. b dene)
Y are a woman an . i terming them as superstition. But it is important and necessary to
Often these incidents.are ignored, be socio-economic or even political reasons behind such incidents.
Cisemseny o sl g H:iay ublic Health Centres being established, they are not managed or
I\’tltore;ver, in spiteTof }slchof;:lS 5?31;100?5 and doctors in health centres are usually unavailable most of the
attended properly. Teachers

time,

When we try to analy
Assam is prevalent mainly among t
behind in the field of education, €M
Witch-hunting tribes in Assam is that a
Wwomen went into the forests t0 collef:t var .
had the knowledge of various medicinal plants,

mber of women killed as witches in India at between 150 and 200 per

of witch-hunting in Assam, we notice that witch-hunting in
s and the Santal tea tribe. Both these peoples are lagging far

Joyment, income and other facilities. A common_thing among the
P 1L of them are forest-dwellers. As men went hunting in the forests,
ieties of food, including fruits, roots, arum, leaves fztc. Women
ts and leaves, which was inherited by their daughters

: en occupied an important status i:? the fa.mily because they I}Ot only
and daughter-in-laws. Thus, wom e the food-servers of the family. Society not only recognized the
served them economically but also ‘::nes considered them to be possessors of di?rine powers. Later on,
strong status of women but also, ﬁ't o ’using the plough, instead of food-gathering and. jho?m cultiva-
these tribes started permanent cultl\f:::i tions existed in 8 woman'’s using the plough or bel.n.g 1nvol‘ved in
tion, (n the Hindu society Somfn:jved . cultivation and farming, the question of their legitimate right on
Cultivation, Once women Were

. bly arose. SO in the Santali agricultural system, unmarried women and widows
Production and land invariadly » 00,

ze the problem
he Bodo
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had the provision of special rights. Maybe, to deprive women of their traditional rights, it became impor-
tant to identify them as unholy and ominous for society.

It has been observed that in every society where witch-hunting is practised, women who are usually
lonely, economically weak or widowed are targeted and victimized. Moreover, an independent, outspoken
and straight forward woman is also victimized because she is seen as a threat to the male-dominated social
order. The objective behind the horrendous persecutions of the suspected witches by all the villagers is to
send a message to such other women in society. But one thing that comes out clearly is that in these

societies, women occupy a higher status and enjoy a lot of respect and are looked upon with a sense of
awe even now, because among both the Bodos and Santals, all the traditional and customary rules and

regulations are followed in the process of labeling a woman as a witch The whol

ceomer: e ot e society is involved in
the process, total “public jurisdiction” is followed and a well-known ‘ L

_ witch-doctor” is brought even from
some far-off place, sometimes on payment. A public meeting is called where the witch—doctgor determines

and announces the witch. Often death sentence is announced as a

men, women and children in the village — participate in executing the death sent blame
does not fall on any particular individual but it is shared by all the villagers Th e‘?m'a, S?’ t'hat ey d
cut, because according to popular belief; the patient concerned is cured an%:l th' e' WITCh TS gy

ill-effects of the “witch” only when she bleeds. No one informs either PCIEty syl SRS S

i the poli inistrati
such incidents, nor does anyone co-operate with the investigating officer. polee o theadminisraion sboLt

punishment for the witch. Everyone —

In Assam, witch-hunting is practised mainly ; )
; : y 1n three districts: . :
Along with the increase of witch-hunting cases in the state, cases ts: Goalpara, Kokrajhar and Sonitpuf-

incidents of witch-hunting had superstition as the root-cause Toare becoming s complos. Ciigioal s
personal rivalry, grabbing of property and such other matters, apart f;
a trend to kill the targeted persons secretly, ’ o

mere s iti is
e ta preferably at night b uperstition. Lately, there
that no one can identify the culprits. ’ .

the advantage of the darkness, SO

buried by the locals, on the suspicion of practising witchcraft police station of the district, Wer®

These incidents take place at places where ther '
road network, drinking water and such other infrast
poor alone who are targeted; sometimes

€18 a severe lack of hea]

Tuctural facilitieg But i
: . But
the lives of socially wel]- .

theare, education, sanitatio™

is not the disadvantaged a7
placed persons

attacked by a mob of 500-600 villagers on the suspicion of bej
However, the positive aspect whi -

ch is emergin
- " r :
organizations and student bodies are working vig °T0us1§ ti esently is that different NGQg Tl Social
gener: ’
0

s st b s i _ ate

nities ag'funs wi Cl‘l hunting p.l'dctheS. Some pe ple like Uten B awareness among these tribal ¢ ommu”

are carrying on their fight against witch-hunting 2bha Hakasam and Mrs Birubala Rab’
) iruba

Dr Upen Rabha Hak
asam, a Professor at the Department of Fol i
olklore in Gauhati Universitys o

Wwitches,

been fighting the harmful practice over the years. Being himself of the Rabha community, he suffered a lot
as some of his relatives became victims of the suspicion that they were practising witchcraft or black-
magic. He says, “I have been fighting against this social evil in our tribe for so many years, but there is
hardly any change. The custom has been deep-rooted in the minds of the people. Unless, there is a change
in the policy framework, no one can do anything. I believe, the victims of witch persecutions will come out
to the streets to assert their rights for a dignified life, in the manner the sex workers are doing. “Unless the
victims themselves come out, I believe nothing will change and the people with vested interests will always
take the chance of their helplessness,” Hakasam adds. He says, the lives of those facing expulsion from
their villages have become miserable, as they have to move to remote areas to escape t_he_ stigma. The
“witch” brand on them spreads like wildfire to nearby areas. In the places, where these victims go to for
i ir identities.

Semem:[:tat:ae; }:la\;itfhl;d(t:ht:ellow socio-economic status of thesc_: Fribes is a major factor_ behi.nd the
continuation of such practices. At the same time, he blamgs_ the willingness of.people to believe in such
accusations. and this is not just among the poor. “It is surpns;_n.g that even a section of the c::dfjcated pe(?ple
of these n-ﬂ;es and communities still believe in such superstltfons. Moreover_, as some' rehgilous_ ;:)racnces
are usually attached to these superstitious beliefs, it !aecomes dlff.icult for:)utmde agencies or individuals to
intervene in such situations and motivate people agams_t such So?lal evils,” he a-dds. ‘

This is one reason why, even as incidents of wntch-hun'tmg have been mcrealtsmg and tl.xere. are not
many organizations coming out to tackle the practice. Instead, it has Peen left to n;?onal orgm:i;zatlons and
other platforms to do whatever they can. The All ?odo SrudenFs Umon_ (iiSU)., e aI;fXBS“; eg‘ b(?dy of
the Bodos. has launched a vigorous campaign against tl}e pl’Z-ICtICC of witch-hunting in t le‘ odo-dominated

5 . 1 has been running the campaign since 2004, ha§ .so far rf:habxhtated_at least 40
'flreas. The ABSU, :h:;hve been expelled from their villages on the suspicion that they are witches, says
Innocent persons who na . e
Lawrence Islary, a senior leader of the student orgamzatl‘_’n' o a8 wian-chianes e Siatsn 1
) .« healthcare and education in these are y ge‘ e 0a

The improvement of bas ” nd education infrastructure is very poor in all tribal domi-
great extent. Unfortunately, both Rt directly related to the problem. Villagers and tribes are
nated areas in the state. Absence of doctors is QIrecty

isi ks for treatment of different diseases. During monsoons in particular, water-
compelled to viit locz! quachs ften takes an epidemic form in the villages. If scientific
borne diseases like malaria, cho

and diarrhoea 0 . . .

' . l;::se _— just to remain on safe-side, accusel someone in the village of

t:re.atment is beyond their reac ;he " il deeds of that particular witch are responmble.f‘or the o?cun:ences of

being a witch and dedat;e th:‘a‘l: o el onouncements and the prevailing superstitious beliefs in witch-
diseases and deaths in the viliast:

(o target their own neighbours ftid dcquaintances. _
llagers ; been less Progress against superstition and crimes linked to it. A lot
as

ate, to have a significant impact. Hakasam is critical of the role
s the s ah -S been no serious effort to punish the culprits, nor is there
Thez nt:. In many witch-hunting cases, the culprits are ea‘sily ic‘lentiﬁ-
nfess their guilt. But serious punishment for such crimes is rare.
am. In Assam, there is no special legislation to deal with

craft provoke ignorant vi

In non-Bodo areas, there
more is needed to be done, acros
played by the State Government. The
estigation into inct
themselves €0
erests, resents Hakas

usually a proper inv
able or in many cases they
This encourages the vested iﬂt‘ d Jharkhand.
witch-hunting, as there is in Bibar &1 der against Wi

Birubala Rabha is aiother £ de;raf married off a
Goalpara, she studied up t0 class V a1

tch-hunting. Born in 1949, in a very poor family in
t the age of 15. Her elder son was declared to
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have been attacked by a witch and the witch-doctor said that he would die within a year. The boy had
some psychiatric problem and was admitted by Birubala to a mental hospita! for treatment and he is still
alive. Since 1999, Birubala Rabha with the help of “Assam Mahila Samata Society™ has been holding
meetings, camps and awareness programmes to make the villagers understand the absurdity of the concept
of ‘witches’ and ‘witch-hunting’. Once for sheltering a woman declared a ‘witch’® by the villagers, Birubala
Rabha had to face even attempts on her life. With the intervention of the Deputy Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police of Goalpara, her life could be saved. It is significant to note that both men and
women are attracted towards the good-will drives of Birubala Rabha and attending her meetings enthusias-
tically. So, with courage, confidence and determination she has been able to draw both men and women to
social works. For her commendable and selfless service to society, Birubala Rabha was among the one
thousand women from 150 countries of the world to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005. She

was one among the 158 women to be nominated from South-Asian countries for the Nobel Peace Prize.
Since the problem is deep-rooted among the Bodos,

the Rabhas and the tea-tribes of Assam,
including the Santals,

a way {o tackle the problem is to spread education among them and to extend the
facilities of health, communication and transportation to the backward areas inhabited by them. People

must get rid of superstitious beliefs and take the help of doctors when sick, instead of going to the quacks
or witch doctors. Visual, audio and print media should play a positive role in making people aware and

critical towards these superstitious beliefs. School syllabus should incorporate such essays and topics as

are capable of dispelling superstitions relating to supematural powers and beliefs. In a male-dominated
society, women should have proper education so that the

Y are not carried away by such superstitious
concepts and can raise their voice against the persecution of so-called witches. The society of Assam can
get rid of the stigma of witch-hunting only wh

en women can make themselves strong enough with knowl-
edge and education to voice their protest against such inhuman practices.

References

1 Mn Paramananda. Dajni Jyotish Aru Alowkik Chikitsha. Guwahati: Students® Stare
2 Hazxnka, Mousom, ed. Vigyan ng:‘, 2009-10 (Dec.-Jan). Guwahati: Assam Science Society
3 Wikipedia. The Free Encyclopedia, hltp:ﬂen.wikipedia.org/wikifwitchhunt. Web.

4,

http://www.mendindia, Web.

The writer s an ex-student of Nowgong Girls’ College and an assistant professor of ADP Coltege, Nagaon.

58 & HLaAfe

Women’s Education: A Co.ntraceptwe to Gender
Disparity
Neetu Gupta Babber

tion Year by the government of India to focus on

lared the Women’s Educa . ; .

the vi The 3:? 20:113: :sa::‘:o be to men. Even after eleven years of this declaration, the progress in the
e vision that wo

i ed some basic changes in the status
i ision is stll awaited. Though the decad a2 WEACEC” S the enrolment of females in
execution of the vision is sti e and achieved. Not just the enrolme
and role of women in society,

is much to be don |
i ‘sen but the::l::rfl'omance has also excelled. But enrolment and later employment is not
vanous fields has risen bul elop

. and development. As the living conditions aod sima::ns :::: (I:hi:lig:\?;
Recessarily an indicator of progress tion and exploitation. To survive in this changing atmosphere, I bel
there are newer modes of discrimin? a substantial change in the condition of women in society.

to bring . . .
education and awareness can only serve £ people’s attitude towards issues relating to women. The

. in a change © ) y s
The millennium hastfI;l’lef:r:f ain the 1970sventies to development’ in the 1990s and then to
shift from the concept o

tion of empowerment is still
. tisfactory results. The ques A
“ - has not yielded s i er, an important factor to bring
empowerment” in the 'lrgh‘msvision of women empowerment {;:’jt;m;z;rated somp:kind of consciousnees
lurking for its answer. Tehe wision to EMpOWer women has de 0 ja(nicular These changes have further
i\(;elolpment ar}d ;:;ogl::‘;i-ds of people in general anc.l wom::gly ;lf-consciOus of their discrimination in
alertness in the ming 1nCreas -
: omen beco i tect and mobilize themselves
accelerated with some sect';’e‘;:iz::md public life. They are ij“;iig:;g o pro
; ) ] ir position ‘
several areas of P“v;,w,t l:heir individuality and their p°mv ed and, to my advantage, [ have many women
O lssues th'at ean 2 e; condition of women has 1mp! t to transfer a part of their legacy of discrimination
I bel-leve tlfat X et'on Yet I perceive that they wa: has not only slackened the pace of progress but
Cogeag:es o mst:mr:ext. generation. Such an attrtuce in these various forms of development and
and subjugation to the

unciated ) . .
n the goals en iotv is to realize the intensity and importance
also has widened the gap b‘:t;:?@gired in the present-day society 1S
empowerment measures. Wha

iety to make it “women [and obviously,
reframe the structures of the society
of the issue and contribute t0

human] friendly”.

. dered them as weak
i der disparity that has ren
Th blem essentially is deeply rooted in the gen
e proble

ially excluded. There are various
T poor and socia
: I ma‘gmallzedf . werment. These challenges
Creatures. Therefore, they l‘ema;:“le;-’f::sytowﬂds the vision t:: ‘:r:rsn:[;ei?:-odispaﬁty. The first step to
issues which pose mY“a‘:is o;e:uate steps need to be taken
feed to be addressed and & i . ; uestions on the non-
. tion. . » has raised many q
Overcome these challenges 1S e:su:af; ltitl od “Women and Fl:f:l:ies at present locked in old diaries, stuffed
1 & ) .

Virginia Woolf 11 hel: The an t is to be found in the lives of the
€xistence of continuous Writing drated in the memories " th:h:g;dg.m]‘eslsof generations of women are so
away in old drawers, half Obhlt'f corridors of history where
Obscure - in those almost unit
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dimly, so fitfully perceived. For very little is known about women.” It is after the eighteenth century that
women wete given the scope to have education, which, in turn, generated in them a sense of individuality
and responsibility. ,
“Dhol, janwar, shudra, pashu, nari ye sub nindan ke adhikari”
[From the Ramayana by Tulsidas]

The history of human race itself reveals the extreme manifestation of discrimination and violence
against women. The killing of women exists in various forms in societies the world over. However, Indian
society displays some unique and particularly brutal versions, such as sati, dowry deaths, and female
Joeticide. The latest news regarding violence committed against women reveal that women’s position has
worsened in these years. It highlights the discrimination and deep-rooted gender bias that exists in all
sectors of our society on the basis of caste, community, profession, religious affiliation and class. The
Constitution of India grants equality and freedom to women in every field of life. Yet a large number of

women are either ill equipped or not in a position to propel themselves out of their traditionaily unsatisfactory
socio-economic conditions. They are poor, uneducated and insufficient

- ) : ly trained to take up their own
responsibility and to start an independent life. They are primarily absorbed in the struggle to sustain the
family both physically and emotionally. And that is why they

. ) are refrained. from taking interest in affairs
outside home. But there exist a handful of women, educated and well-placed in different spheres of

cither overlook or neglect the discrepancies and in some
torture women and virtually execute the patriarchal agenda of subjugating women,

‘ Thc dlscrepaucy in the ideology and practice of the cmpowemment policy of women in India constitutes
its continued .socnal, economic and cultural backwardness. Oppression and atrocities on women are still
rampant. Patriarchy continues to be embedded in the social system, denying a majority of women the

choice to decide on how they live. Domestic violence is widespread and manifests itself in almost all

sections of society. Leaving aside a meagre number of urban i
i ; and semi-urban wom i en aré
still erying for social justice. en, Indian wom

heeds x‘;ﬁ r;"::lpns:lf% of our country’s population, Hence there can be no progress unless theif
and sware of g, :l;eh , aid met. Empowerment wo'uld not hold meaning unless they are made strong, alert
them o the mainstens ¢ res!aonsnblllnes in society. -I:hough the policies and rights are framed to bring
that they are still struggiin ;0 t‘:ety, 2 tot of more eﬁ:ecu.ve measures are yet to be taken keeping in vieW
educate women. Educati & tn the periphery f°f merging into the mainstream. It is, therefore, important 0
. tion is the key to the prisonhouse they are in and rescue them from it, Let us b
ferale literacy that would ensure developtnent and empow tion. The need of the hour is to imprové

erment as well,
Empowerment would become more relevant and fiui we

Ways contribute to such gender disparity. They

mentally healthy?

Y OIW

In recent years, there have been explicit moves (o increase }vc:}men?s political ‘pamc“z::ni;n'rt::
Women's Reservation Policy Bill is, however, a very sad story as it is f'epeatedly beit? ::c:s a sign of
parliament. In the Panchayat Raj system, however, women halw‘: been tghl: el}llreprzsoe:lcil‘:evel Hoxfnever
political empowerment. There are many elected wornes ¥ g '[‘flh ?gedecisions are (‘)ﬁen over:
their power is restricted, as it is the other sex who wields all the atftho:at{. el:;'n e o o train
ruled by the govemment who are the strong defenders of thelf ?ma:l;out T:acngeegtheir areas regarding
and give real power to these women leaders so that th?y can bring ; ¢ has still 2 long way

the process of gender equality and women s mpowement
women. Al these show that the p in the years to come. Globalization has presented new challenges

to go and may even become more difficult ) £ which has not been
fm’g the reali:ation of the goal of women’s empowerment, e i;nd;:lﬁm l(c)no:rledge and physical
systematically evaluated. Women today should be self-guarded with ¢ ,

strength. ment of women has always been the central focus of

There is no doubt about the fact that ctl‘::elornajor step in this direction but it hes to be seen in a
planning since Independence. Empowermes remove the obstacles on the path of women’s emancipation

relational context. A clear vision is needet tt::emselves. Efforts should be directed towards an ali round
by both the government and the women 7 xacting for them their due share.
development Ef each and every section :lf I;:::;:;?E?pl:;:ﬂt soéfario, what is indispensable is education,
i substantial ¢ indivi 1f-conscious
Fn order.to b.rm s sucho? degree but education that makes an individual self-dependent, se
education not just in terms pallenges of life.

[ am aware that I have been addressing a \{ery
aad i to encounter the © ‘ epart t demands a serious and careful handling.
Sensii?:: 1;3:811;1:11::: rissue of women and gender disparity the

the contribution of men is greater. Men are
. en and women, though ) ] .

Women have been victimized by bt;:: Eey are a part of the solutton. Hence a cha:;ge in mhnx :f:h:erﬁ
i e oot pm:::lg;ar:out such a wransformation in SoCIEtY, both men and women

Individual is desired. To

role to play.

\ Assam,
o . _t — e T of English, Nowgodg Girts’ College, Nagaon,
Neetu Gupta Babber is an Assistas ¢
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Evaluation of Some Tina Proverbs in the Context of the
Proposed and Projected Sustainable Development of the
Northeast

Dinee Samad

I intend to start the discussion with Gro Harlem Brundtland’s saying: “Fundamentally, sustainable
development is a notion of discipline. It means that humanity must ensure that meeting present needs does not
compromise the ability of future generations to meet their needs.” Here we are made aware of the fact that while
keeping pace with the changing global scenario, the life of a community witnesses several changes. These
changes might go in favour or against prevailing social set-ups or social ethics. If changes are at all found
negative, then being a part of the society we need to analyze and think in what way, we could bring it to a
favourable and sustainable state. This paper intends to show how proverbs which are a product of common
people’s practical and homely knowledge can help in making or modifying the mindset of a community people.
While taking an attempt to study the case of Tiwa, a small tribal community of Assam, we find a set of widely
shared patterns of behaviour, together with the beliefs that can help paving the community to the right path. It
is said that a proverb is the horse of conversation: when the conversation lags, a proverb will revive it. Tiwas
experience the power of proverbs in narration as they become the vehicles through which morals are conveyed
for the informal education of society. However, the paper aims at making a holistic approach to the sustainability
of the Northeast with Tiwa proverbs which, in one way could be thought of influencing or rather guiding the
society. When, on one hand, the Northeast takes pride in accommodating varied cultures and belief-systems, it
on the other, is seen to struggle with problems in various forms — social, political, economic, structural etc. So’
it is worth mentioning that these are a result of the changing attitudes and the mindset of the people with tht;
changing times. In order to get rid of these problems social thinkers and folklorists are of the opinion that a
verbal art like proverb can play a pivotal role not only in promoting education and edifying human character but
.":llSO in “stabilizing culture”. The 1979 symposium on “the future of humanity” said, “Our first great challenge
is to create a consensus that fundamental change is possible — to create a climate, a framework, which can
mttf;lgrally,:)rgamze and co-ordinate the forces which are today striving for growth along seemingly separate
paths ... .

o An an.alysis of the Tiwa proverbs shows that the main figures are animals, birds, fruits, human beings etc.
It 1.s mterestlpg to obsF:we that these proverbs mostly relate to strength, attitude, leadership quality, poverty,
laziness, advice, warning and so on. In fact, these are the areas which are responsible for maintaining the social
ethos and a quake in th-is does not prove to be favourable for the society and those who are a part of it. As we
know t‘hat “prevent'lon is better than cure”, we can take to moderate means to check the unfavourable condition
thz%t might evolve in future and with a view to doing this, each and every individual of the society should be
guided r.nentally. Mo'reo_ver, the cultural affinity between the audience and the speaker or user of proverbs makes
proverbial communication meaningful in society. So, in extracting the positive content of Tiwa proverbs we

need 'to Cf:lt.egonze them and study how they can influence and guide people’s action, thus paving a way to
sustainability.
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Categorization of Tiwa proverbs

Classes of proverbs

Tiwa proverbs

Subjects

1. | Guidance Chela jawa cho myaw jawa | A family without a ‘chela’ (a Tiwa family

musi priest) and mice without a cat.

2. | Appropriateness (i) Tubina ni pisi, lawa ni soba. | Taking a look at the ‘tubina’ (deep water
level of a river), the amount of ‘pisi’ (a
poisonous root) to be thrown onto it is
determined and so is the cork to a gourd
(of wine).

(i1) Wako ni pla. The ‘pld’ (spear) is determined by the
size of the pig.

3. | Sense of responsibility | Yangguljing moégudi cha. There are no eyes at the back.

4 Unity Shap nangalo kisha pol. Togetherness is strength.

Knowledge and | (i) Charu-pari tong mande | Why do you put hand into a boiling

experience indana ya khamlana substance when the ladle is already there?
(ii) M6 ching nii kung ching | We do not smell anything after having a
taseng look at it.

6. | Readiness (i) Hadi phiwane se thungi liwa | Making the tree-top house only when the
elephant arrives.

(ii) Nokh khalane khélangose | Wearing headgear after the rain is gone.
shaldeng hora

7. | Ingratitude Phésewane tikorakhigo shiiwa | The bird is looked after by the owner
but is bitten by it.

8. | Tactfulness Yakshire pothala yagrare alai | Beating with left hand and taking care

lawa with the right:

9. | Sincerity Hatgo phénmande pihat thai | Arm’s length is covered but the distance

lawa. between the thumb and the forefinger
remains.

10. | Subjugation (i) Turu hor phonega moina | The wild fowl worked the whole night,

sona manga but moina gets the gold
(ii) Chakhaine mung cha, | There is no name (fame) for the fishing
khujine se mung. tool, the name is for the fish container.

11. | Advice (1) Tubrina nanga par The bent grass does not need air.

(ii) Khumrai tangrewa mokhang

(iii) hala hula tha tinga chawa
shili tibulo.

(iv) Chakhalbo suyane turi
khokham liwa.

(v) Shamadine khadago nona
talaba

(vi) Halane mikhrigo chawa.

The boiled pumpkin doesn’t look good.

The hot boiled yam, when chewed
instantly, burns the tongue.

Never burn turtle (meat) on its shell.

Do not bring matters discussed in
‘Shamadi’ (Tiwa boys’ dormitory) home.

Wanting to eat (something) sour.
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Different crests and troughs of social, political and economic waves display the position of a society.
While discussing sustainability it should be kept in mind that whatever may be the picture of the society, it is the
result of people’s mindset and their deeds. These deeds are again governed by socio-cultural factors. Therefore,
proverbs which are also a product of the wisdom of a community can convey the message to the society which,
sometimes, may not be possible with a simple sentence. Besides, they always have a didactic purpose and are
not intended to flatter.

Since time immemorial, every small and big society goes by the guidance of the elders who have the
experience of life. As given in the first category of the table, the proverb says that just as a Tiwa family becomes
guideless without its priest or the mice goes unruly without a cat, so also the young generation goes astray
without proper guidance.

There is always a limit where society and the people can bear with the wrong doings going on in and
around. Being a social animal with a rational bent, people do opine what is right and what is wrong. When these
deeds break the boundary of tolerance there is always a movement outbreaking, This perhaps has led to the birth
of different extremist groups particularly in Northeast India. The Tiwa proverb, Turu hor phonega, moina sona
manga, meaning, “the wild fow! worked hard the whole night but it was the moing who got the gold.” This
proverb is based on the folk story that the golden coloured ring that the moing has around its neck was supposed
to be possessed by the wild fowl that dug the ground to get the gold but unfortunately the moina snatched it for
itself. This proverb indicates the marginalization of the weaker section by the stronger one. This is similar to the
subjugated condition of the Northeastern states by the central power, as is felt by the people of this region. In
such an atmosphene of social discontent' there is every possibility that one act of violence would lead to another.
Hovaever, these Tiwa .proverb.s of subjugation can also create awareness among the suppressed sections of
:_;001ety_ to. ask for their due rights. The second proverb of category 10 is, again, significant in the modern
mdustnahzctd economy. It may also mean the l'abourers who produce a commodity but hardly gets opportunity
to_?onsume 1tl. I\/'Io're(l)lvelzl hlf;{tvgry s'tands asfa l\])mnesslto the fact that when there is a need for reform in the social
mileau, people join hands. The victory of t ' ; .
RevolutiI:)n gre J,the victories of unitylijeoplz I\J:i?lptliclir:' ?:tt::?lf;r? t\: . Il_ldependence ARl e Rucsies
“’United we stand, divided we fall”, what in Tiwa is sh i kg -thc Wmtth of the proverb,

tand, E : § shap nangalo kisha pol, meaning “Unity is strength”.

Paul Grice viewed that there is an underlying conversational principle which determines the way in which
all indirect information can be conveyed in utterances. The co-operative principle involvi J ;
play solely to deduce from an utterance over and above such truth-conditi e SGEs O3

onal content. But the question arises:

communities east in particular. This is e
aspects of sincerity;, simplicity, brotherhood, innocence etc. The most conspicuous h

10ng_1nhented ideas and values by consumerist market economy and western cul
SOCl‘?tY we can make an effort to go back to the wisdom of the old, existing as pro
that is good in them, because proverbs convey messages more effectively than ord

The Tiwas of the. plains, like many of the smaller communities, have gone t
shift. However, those inhabiting the hills of Karbi-Angl s S

Meghalaya have, to a certain extent, retained their culture and tradit;

_ ' . radition, T ; i '
have alm.OSt die_d ou.t, the ones which are still alive give a good example of t:(enll(%? “LOS}“ S Tl?va gl
community, wnlch, if re'sjcored anc? revived, can not only help in inﬂuencing the pe ty1 ki Of'the
to a well-su§talned position. For instance, the Tiwas believe that the future ep Op‘e g ke sadiEEy
very beginning to be able to take greater responsibilities o oot Ul e G the

tax ; rbecoming self- i i :
the parents throughout their life. This is quite evident from th ; ::\T:l;e;itmt‘hom R lipendii
0 In category 3. There are

o stances of the youth leading an unruly life, depending on 1e of the guardj
Tdian even after attaining

roding the tribal positive
as been the invasion of their
ture. So, being a part of the
verbs, in order to extract all
inary sentences.

: hrough culture and language
ong of Assam and those of the Ri-bhoj districts of

e Tiwa p
the natu

500 ¢l ﬁﬂ@f\%

maturity. Tiwa youths stand as a best example of those w_h " E,;Ct 'to Icam.how - t,ﬂ 8 rcnpnnsibility iy a
tender age. In this context mention should be made of the institution of Tiwa boys’ dormitory called Shamadi,
which elects its executive members for a period of four years; and even a y.oung boy of around 8 to 10 years
could be chosen as one of the members. This also shows that this communlt.y'prepares and .make‘s fhe )’oun-g
generation to learn and shoulder to take the responsibilities. N!or-cover, Fh? pasifive gspectbelindiis i ﬂ.mt this
community gives more weight to one’s eligibility and potentlallty- As itis globally accepted thaltl ﬂi‘; ;c?onsﬂc:f
the younger generation determines the picture of the posterity, we, the people of Northeast must hold before the

i in this matter.
. ed to work seriously in this ma el - e
e ﬁeirllse::n?zglszrfmth that experience teaches a person the code of conduct in life. The Tiwas believe in

3 . :me. The proverb, Hadi phiwanese thunggi lirwa, meaning “constl"uCt‘Tg tr?e-top e
gzi;%vti}:;lnti?;rfir\?;e; fl:;ee;l;ph:nt”, or Nokhd khdlane khélangose shalieng hom»;um;am;:'gSitEZ:?;ng 111: a:ie?z
after the rain is gone”, SUgEests that one should always be ready t-o fa'ce any e;ljn Ba lttyre aredness' ha: topbe
keep themselves alert’ there would be hardly any chanc:‘: of.gettmg 1;‘1 - 'trou e.f 'iuf;wap meaning, “beatin
accompanied by tact, as it is evident from the proverb Ydkshire pothala yagrare ala ’ e s

with left hand and taking care with the right”.
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Revisiting Kautilya's Arthasastrz

Sanchita Bora

achieved. All objects of senses, desires, volitions
sEands for economic value, 4rrha is required in dail
discharge of religious duties, “With

»and money, and share ite
methods in econo,
economy:. It dea
tilya was

q}litably to create happiness for oneself and
Mic enterprises to properly measure economic
Is with the governance of a country which i

of life. own as the
aterq i : " es
“To toil for wealth is to avoid | 2, biological and political val

PPt . N iVing on Oth ! l 3
4
Smritis”* Aristotle said that persona| developmens requmi ab:cu: ::d 18 8 commandment familiarized by all th®

in .
amount of materia) equipment, a supply ©

yo3 o Bl

external goods without which man would live as animals and expend all his time in the struggle for existence.
Tiic general unfolding of human personality and the growth of individuality are impossible without minimum
possessions.SThere is no virtue in poverty; so, we need wealth. Total renunciation of wealth is not approved of
in Indian philosophy. Artha is a means of fulfilling man’s duties in society. Prominent economist Marshall says,
“Money is general purchasing power, and is sought as a means to all kinds of ends, high as well as low, spiritual -
as well as material.” . ...

Kautilya’s work maintains a long- standing Indian tradition of inquiry into the creation of wealth. Long
ago, he anticipated classical economic thought in the areas of ‘intemational trat-ie, ta:sau‘on and .labour theory.
Kautilya did not distinguish between the wealth of the sovereign amzl that ot: his subjects. The nn.portance of
emphasized by Kautilya.” He recognized that international trade (among kingdoms) in
sovereign’s wealth as well as that of his subjects. Wealth
ftaxation. On the other hand, a proper wage system could

international trade was . .
goods and services is a medium for increasing the
could be moved ahead by a fair and efficient system 0

accelerate the economic growth of a country. . . . .
“Kautilya explicit_;g;‘;’onnulates a comparative advantage view of intemational trade patterns by stating

. . f . i hen the products being imported are cheaper than those
that it is mutually beneficial to the various kingdoms when | . .
that can be obtag:led domestically and will fetch higher prices to th? exporter than can be gotten in dor.nestlc
markets.” *Kautilya advocated intense state regulation of trades, price and profit controls, heavy taxation on
’ i i d export duties.
i i uxury and use of tariffs, both import an : i .
lmportlczd;1 ::’ill-c:agn g:gise:;lﬂ:g:w create trade missions to promote lrade th.h other kingdoms and he especially
supported bizateurﬁ trade arrangements in products. He counselled against unilateral tmfl?’ Where producfs.were
i fe ney only. He stressed upon the need to exchange commodities for commodities so
exported or imported for money nriched.* Trade, based on the principle of comparative advantage, would

that both kingdoms might be mutually € nations. Kautilya’s principles of taxation conform to

) ing and importing
be to the material benefit of both e’;ﬁ;ﬂr[iteﬂ se]yl?clminisml‘ed tax system is the foundation of prosperous and

modern principles of good tax syst :on is outstandingly similar to the ‘Canons of Taxation’ presented

. v ) 01 o ftaxatl . +
e
of Nail

undertakines depend on finance.” " Wealth was always the means of securing both the treasury and the army.
ings dep .

lowing principles: it would be convenient
o : : ¢em should embody the follov ou. ;
e ropd e e T oy i e ot o o
. I;:ay: easy tf’ calculate, utral), and in general not inhibit economic gl'oem;mcl thve opment. N
ehaviour in its impact (fle l"fe may be described as consisting of needs an ¢ ways in w ich those are
Most commontt, nmnanb; satisfied without ample material s:npport. Ec.onomlc.well-l:;mg of man is a
fulfilled. No need or want can b tive in human life. The Mahdbhdrata puts immensity on the magnitude of
means to achieve something disunctive state of sinfulness.” “All kinds of meritorious acts flow from the
»poverty 153 | religious acts, all pleasures and heaven itself.” “The man

Wealth in human fifeinthis Wey - “* springal ) 0
Procession of great wealth, as from ¥ g religious acts, for the latter spring from wealth like rivers from

that has no wealth succeeds not in performin

mountajns.” 15 of the necessities of life. Proper utilization of resources,

Wealth is a powerful factor and distribution of wealth etc are also i}r!port:fnt in hun?an liﬁ;: ‘f"d
oot o Ot;::ean:eg zt;l::;nomic well-being of man proves a positive hindrance in attaining
society in general. “....the absef!

ursuit of good life.” , )
personality-inte ration and obsu‘uitls the pursut 8 ditional value perspective wants to draw attention to the
. ue,
By recognizing artha 3s3 ¥

the Indian tra ; i
) ight to earm his livelihood, to accu.m:llllat; u‘;'l?::: :;i lf’;?snigt?g:.t:::lpﬁi:z
View that every person has a1l lodge Wealthplays 2 great partin the
helps the advancement of knowict&™ )

ill flourish. Social aspect is attached to
art and knowledge will flo h. Soc .
country where people are contended, only science, jving is an imperative virtue of Indian tradition
artha, Wealth is not only

for the satisfaction

e. Djna or almsg‘
for one’s own saK
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(Upanisad). Wealth was taken as a good thing not as the good thing. With the realization of the importance of
wealth in social economy, the science of economics becomes possible.

For the realization of spiritual values, natural economic necessities of human life must be met with. Both
are supports to each other. Without wealth virtues are not

minimal material possession is required.
strength, honour, generosity and beauty,

practicable. Even to lead an ordinary life at least
“Money is the most important thing in the world. It represents health,

as the want of it represents illness, weakness, disgrace, meanness and
E ugliness.”"” Lack of stability and security of life retards moral growth. On the other hand, spiritual aspiration

also presupposes material possession. In the absence of artha neither kdma nor dharma subsists. It is like an
i essential limb for the fulfilment of kéma and the growth of dharma. We should not forget that “our values do not
change; but the ways and means of expressing them do.”'® We live in the age of free market and world economy.
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The Marketability of Library Service:
A Case Study of Mahesh Chandra Dev Goswami Library

Dr Kishore Kumar Sarmah

Introduction

An important question that ofte
the issue as a student of Library and
nTarketing is a management process which is applicable to b
distinction should be made between marketing and selling,
creation of demand for more and more knowledge and mee

services.
The word “marketing” has different meanings for different persons. For some, it means selling of goods

it is a promotional activity which includes advertising and repackaging.
d a way to foster some kind of

n haunts a librarian is: Can library service be marketed? If one takes up
Information Science, one can affirm that it can be marketed, because
oth profit and non-profit organizations. However,
and the objective of the Librarian should be the
ting the demands with suitable products and

and services, while for some others,
Hence, marketing of library-service ¢
“sharing” between library and its users. Ma
markets and transfer of ownership is affecte
user’s satisfaction is the sole objective and the be

an be viewed as a process of exchange an
rketing is a business process by which products are matched with

d; but so far as the marketing of library-service is concerned the
nefit of the community is the profit. It is an activity that
should be started for the benefit of the users and one should make sure that the benefit matches the
expectations of the people for whom the schemes have been launched. :

Western countries suggest that information is more highly valued and appreciated if it is paid for. It is
said that whenever a service is provided free it is used less and this happens in library services also. When a
price is tagged, a user comes forward to judge the importance of the service before deciding to use it. Those
using a service have to pay for it, if not fully. This forms the ethical basis of paying the price for library

service. Marketing is a set of practical techniques that require a high amount of skill and a string of well-
applied strategies for the achievement 0 g of library services depends

) f success. Success in the marketin lepen
immeasurably on the skilful application of well-devised strategies and techniques as well as on the availability
of committed man-power and resources.

Management of Library Services
Effective planning begins with

needs to improve its services for a respec

no exception to this. A proper understanding

needs and preferences of the users. Every institution
this world of high competition. Library service is
of the market might compel improvement of the service of an
institution and the maximum utilization of its resources. A good planning, which is nothing butl the sum-total
of organized thoughts preceding any purposeful action, is one of t?le sluc'ces.s factors for any library ?yStem‘
The starting point of any marketing activity is a marketing plan which is 1{1dJs;_Jensable _for the 'promot-lon and
enhancement of its services. It is not a long-range plan but an eﬁ"ect.lve m.formatlon policy w}nch can
invigorate the services of a library. As a student of Library a_nd Information Science as well as a librarian 1
deem it pertinent that the concept of marketing 18 introduced in all the libraries. To implement this concept, a
committed persons is essential.

good team comprising efficient and ! : ‘
The core objective of an academic library 15 0 support the academic programmes offered. Besides, the

the analysis of the
table survival in
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library should design a s iver i
ystem to deliver its products and i
: : e : services to ¢ ; 3
iihrary Ts}l:oul d sim at roping i all it users for the maxiomum Aletion Of?:;jiorsorc users. Ultimately, the
¢ parameters cited below would facilitat i i S e
a greater extent. ¢ quality upgradation and sustainability of library services to
1. The opening and closin i
_ g hours of the library creat i '
simple example is t Iy create a good impression on the :
witlllehjch ﬂf:h;so wheoﬁaséj Olf fhe Mahesh_ Chandra Dev Goswami Library (hencefonhch;[JEIeIrJ e =
e opengﬁ'oil 8."350 College Library 3ppeared in 2002. Despite the inadequacy of e D
el e (s 1o Librar); o E:El to 4 pm and it has been observed that quite a good i’lum}:?pl'{;yees’ o
them to clear their doubts 1o reg;d‘ﬂom“:g f_br jlhquick reference before entering their clas':.esr ?I'I':'M]Ch;3rS
: 0 a topic s/he intends t >es LIS OIS
students make it a habit t i : 0 teach or learn. In the afte é >
0 enter the Library in search of information when their c]assciﬁmmOn oo some
cs are over. This is a

efficient library assistant of the college, on 31 Dec :
We are, h ’ ember 2011, the Libra
s emp’I 0;‘;’:?:?nzﬁélafizsnt“tr:att we would be able to keep the Library Oznszfla;r:?]rzs d(?::n o 4o,
. 'The opea access- Syst: r;ontil:f;ll?pf{ alidfbellieve, that time is not far away. ts if the number of
technology introduced a ’ —h itlies provided and also the im i :
sciiiig D veaden toutti::;; :}lll: Ililgers towards the library. Open access system lfar: ;?:;22 ;)f lnfomzlatlo_n
ey ook of Hieit choiesand thl“;iry resources as they have the liberty to go around the staflieat rc? o l;:
their need. At present the Library i process.they happen to come across a book which i g
1 1 engaged in data entry under the SOUL software whicshv\i% ;er:::lmtﬂ:o
able the

facilities, there are s :
' . eparate reading rooms for b
libr i r both the teachers :
Elryllsl g;;g‘:;; ﬂllcel: ;eatiim can peacefully go through the reaggldgﬂl:‘leats tu’d;irlts which are kept clean by the
: uld be S . erials.
dhiey Have e Tbes fo utilize;ttiaoepll;gvme a congenial ambience for both the students and th
sl st S L rary resources to their satisfaction. Very few librari o ke
the information needs of the ty to Ut'lhze all the resources. It is well-known that hl' i 4
users but if some positive steps are taken then surely tlllls u1brary can fully satisfy
sers will be benefitted.

Yet, in the MCDGL, some books. no i
s » ot easily procurable from the m
for ready reference purpose. On demand t}llje librar;zearf S aoket, b b Systematically displayed
) a

physical indisposition of a user, waiting for a week
2 . ’ for borrowi i
MCDGL has made it a i wing or return
any student can have a blz:c))lllc]tistsou:;sue 'bOOkS on all warking days of the ‘:‘lika ]l;l?:)k!a i
/2 » reissued or returned on any day aft with a slight restriction:
facility, the students can complete their assignment or do the y after 1 pm. Availing themselves of this

tension-free state.. Ir homework in g leisurely manner and in a
v.Introduction of more specialized services, apart from the traditi
’ adition

marketing. Circulation and reference services are available in all academic al ones, paves the way for better

libraries; but these are not enough

s@¢o @ VR[]

in the present-day context, It is now time for the libraries to go beyond their traditional services and introduce
services like Consultancy Service, Current Awareness Service (CAS), Selective Dissemination of Information
(SDI) and Article Alert. The last one is particularly important for teachers engaged in research. The MCDGL
has tried to provide information but in a limited way. As for Consultancy Service, the outgoing students were
very much benefitted as the Library took pains to advise them and update them with information as to how
and to whom they should apply for further studies after passing their Higher Secondary or Third-Year Degree

Course examinations. In this connection I would like to mention that after joining some vocational training or
with our Library and update the Library

ciprocal relationship between the Library
ation in Central Assam where Nowgong

institution of higher education, most of the students keep contact
with more information about higher education and studies. This re
and its users is remarkably advancing the cause of women’s educ

Girls’ College is located.
vi. Maximum number of books should be provided to the users, mainly to the students who are serious,
sincere and economically backward. Though the Library issues a fixed number of books to the students for a
cere or economically backward. The

fi*ed period of time, there are relaxations for those who are serious, Sin
Library specially considers the cases of those who are economically weak and serious in their studies. They
the existing rules and no pressure is created upon

are given more books than they are eligible to get under .
ult of this experiment is highly encouraging. The

them for returning the books by the fixed date. The res 5
results of the last Higher Secondary Examination show that the students who were benefited by this relax-

ation fared remarkably well. All of them proved their honesty by returning the books to the Library soon after

their examinations were over. :
vii. Proper maintenance of question bank and book banks succeeds immeasurably in attracting the

users to the library. In the MCDGL question papers of many years have been kept in bom_ld volumes_. Both
students and teachers have free access to them. If there is shortage or deficiency of question papers m any
subject, it is instantly made up with the incorporation of question-papers from Darrang College Library,
endous rush of students for old

Tezpur. The empl the MCDGL have enthusiastically noticed a trem
employees of the They can consult any kind of

question-papers throughout the year, particularly before the examinations. ‘ L
question-paper on any working day. As 2 rule, after filling up their forms before Final Examinations, €Very

student has to return the library books and get 2 clearance from the Library. But in the MCDGL, under the

book-bank system, the students can borrow books from the Library even their “form ﬁll-upl” a_nd use them _till
’ his is a unique service unavailable in other academic libraries. Having

the completion of thei inations. T

eir examinations. : e
extended this service, we have observed a dramatic improvement not only in the students attlFude' to ﬂ}e
library but also in th;ir performance in the examinations. Students feel that the MCDGL is their friend in
need and their friend indeed.

viii. Supply of xeroxed ma
attracting more users to the library
engaged at the xerox centre. With a Xerox-
needs of its users and eamn revenue for the College. :

ix. The size of the collection of reading materials along with a high amount of infrastructural develop-
ment of the library play a decisive role in the marketing process. In addition to th;_ faculty-n;fmfsers .zmd
vari : College, any other user of the library, however big or small s/he might

ous academic departments of the e is well-known that the National

be, shoul bmit lists of books and journals they need. It . '
Librawulgo?;a?;l(;l\::i tlznsgurequisitio or of the Library can fill in and submit to the

n form which any memb i
librarian, demanding the books s/he wants to obtain from it. In the MCDIG li,kt fh 3 ec{:{f) i O:E Bodks &ad
journals to be purchased are made by consulting not i i o

only the selectio
book reviews and the bibliographies submitted to the librarian by faculty members but also the lists submitted
by the students to the Librarian. This generates & sense 0

terials to both the teachers and the students plays a significant role in
revenue. Moreover, it keeps an employee

and enables the library to earn :
machine at its Xerox centre, the MCDGL tries 1ts best to meet the

£ belongingness in all the stakeholders of the Library
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and induces them to visit the Library frequently in search the resources they need.

X. The users should be allowed to submit to the library the names of the periodicals of their choice,
since it will not only attract them towards the library but also develop bibliophilism in them. The MCDGL
tries to develop reading habit in the students in a systematic manner. It subscribes to various newspapers and
periodicals not only of the teachers’ and the librarian’s choice but also of the students’ choice. Side by side
with research-related journals, it keeps newspapers, periodicals and magazines that they demand. However,
this is never done at the cost of the lofty ideals the Library stands for. The Library-staff purposefully places
serious journals alongside non-serious ones (remember, not the trash ones). The soul purpose behind this is to
convert non-serious readers into serious ones. The method adopted is slow but steady.

xi. Every library should have specific comers for displaying selected sets books by or
personalities, rare collections and widely acclaimed fiction. In the MCDGL, there are specific shel
ing award-winning novels, manuscripts, the Samhitas, rare collections
Gandhi, the Complete Works of Aurobindo, the Sacred Books of the East and such other highly adorable
reading materials. The students are tacitly invited to go through them and, thereby, strongly develop in them
an imperishable love for serious writings. Some students of the College have revealed to me that they have
become serious readers of world classics after reading some of the classics displayed in the almirahs. All the
Library needs now is more space for achieving greater success in this.

The Summing-up

The above findings lead us to the conclusion that the len
hours of a library plays a decisive role in attracting more rea
both the students and the teachers to consult quick reference
of the open access system has enabled us to go through that
attention may be drawn towards more relevant titles. This will
It exposes the user directly to a greater world of books and enables him/her to collect such information as s/
he could not collect from the catalogue. When the students are given the permission to get their books issued
and reissued on any working day of the College of, there is a steep increase in the number of readers utilizing
the resources in the library. This is a good sign.

It has further been observed that the relaxation of rules in res
and the days on which they are to be returned can bring in gusts of
existence of both book-bank and question-bank in the library,
economically backward students in particular, because they can
question-banks whenever they like but also by using the books ti
ity of reprography in the library itself immensely benefits the ug
of the materials they need immediately after selecting pages and
the library exhibiting a special collection does also
belongingness is instantly generated in the consumers’ m
fulfilment of its objectives.

Every good library is used, abused and misused

but when a i . t
pushing ABUSED and MISUSED to the back. Sq user 1s satisfied, USED comes to front sea

. - marketing” here does not in - it is simpl
concerned with communicating to the society what the 1i volve money; it is simply

st brary stands for, what it int 1 W
far it has succeeded in achieving all that it endeavoureq 4 intends to achieve and ho

: to achieve. If failure is i
can proudly declare that the library service has been well-marketed, W UEWCigHed by moness, 10

about great
ves display-
like the Complete Works of Mahatma

gth of time between the opening and closing
ders towards the library. Early opening helps
matetials before entering the class. Introduction
while searching for a particular title the user’s
expand the user’s horizon of taste and passion.

pect of the number of books to be issued
fresh air in the library service. Again, the
: benefits the students in general and the
improve their results not only by using the
Il their examinations are over. The availabil-
ers, because they can obtain xeroxed copies
portions to be xeroxed. A separate space i
'attract the users to the library and a sense of
ind and the library sees a potential sign of the

—

Dr Kishore Kumar Sarmah is the Librarian of the Mahesh Chandra Dev Goswami Libr
ary.
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