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interrelationships among man, his culture and his
biophysical surroundings.’

EE is not totally a new concept to Indians. It
is being preached from the Vedic period. There are
a number of evidences which can be stated in
support of the role of Indian traditions in the
maintenance of healthy environment. Our epic Isho
Upanishad uttered long ago, “ ... this universe is
the creation of the supreme power and is meant
for the benefit of all; Individual species must
therefore learn to enjoy its benefits by regarding
themselves as a part of the system in close
relationship with other species; therefore let not
anyone species encroach upon the right of others.”
Our customs, traditions and rituals are linked with
plants, animals, mountains, rivers etc. worshipping
plants and animals are some of the examples of it.

The Indian Constitution laid down the
responsibility of the Government to protect and
improve the environment (Constitution of India,
Article 43-A) and made it a “fundamental duty of
every citizen to protect and improve the natural
environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild
life” (Constitution of India, Article 51-G).

EE has assumed great importance in recent
years since the life on this planet depends to a
large measure, on our response to emerging
problems related to environment. The National Policy
on Education 1986 (renewed in 1992) stated ‘There
1s a paramount need to create a consciousness of
the environment. It must permeate all ages and all
sect.ions of society beginning with the child.
Environmental consciousness should inform teaching
!nteschoo(:s and colleges. This aspect will be
integrate in the entire educational process (p.39).
Accordingly, the National Cmﬁculumpfor Elem(p ‘
and Secondary Education: A Framework 1983
presented NCERT’s view “The school curriculum
should highlight the measures for protection and
care of the environment, prevention of pollution and
conservation of energy” (p.6).

The National Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCFSE) 2000 also highlighted
the need for introducing environmental concemns at
all levels of schooling. At the primary level, EE
has been integrated suitably in social sciences,
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languages, science and technology. At the secondary
level, besides integrating topics related to
environment in various subjects appropriately,
conservation education and disaster management
education has been included as potential subject
choices along with the traditional subjects.

The concerns were reflected at different
levels particularly in University Grants Commission
and the Ministry of Human Resource Development.
There are now several Indian universities old and
new offering or planning to start the discipline of
Environmental Science/Biology/Engineering/or related
subjects at undergraduate or at the post-graduate
level after getting clearance from UGC. UGC issued
notices to all universities in India for compulsory
implementation of six month module for
environmental studies for undergraduate courses in
all branches of higher education with effect from
the academic year 2003-04. For this purpose, the
course outline of the module has also been
developed and sent by UGC to different universities.
The core module syllabus for Environmental Studies
propesed by UGC is quite comprehensive. It has
eight different units, (i) The multi disciplinary nature
of Environmental Studies (ii) Natural Resources (iii)
Ecosystems (iv) Biodiversity and its Conservation
(v) Environmental pollution (vi) Social Issues and
Environment (vii) Human Population and the
Environment and Field Work.

EE therefore, aims at cognitive, affective and
conative behavior modification. This is an action-
oriented, project centered and participatory process
leading to development of self confidence, positive
attitudes and personal commitment to environmental
protection and its improvement. EE is not teaching-
learning transaction alone. It has to become a way
of life of all the stakeholders in the school, as also
the community. Therefore, the process needs to
permeate the school system and be reflected in
both in the physical environment of the school (e.g.
water and sanitation facilities, garbage management,
green school campuses, energy conservation etc.)
and the attitudes and actions of all those who are
part of the school education system-teachers,
parents, administrative staff and the management.
Field activities like camping and trekking provide

opportunity for students to experience nature first
hand, develop life skills and encourage their spirit
of adventure. Nature camps have proved to be an
effective way of introducing children to the wonders
of nature, awakening their concem for it and laying
the foundations of a conservation ethics.. '
The teacher is the main means for
implementing the programmes and realizing the
objectives of EE and organization of co curricular
activities in school and outside the school. As
because EE is more outdoor activity than class room,
teachers can plan his/her lessons with methods like
exploratory and heuristic methods which will enable
them to explore nature. Local environmental issues
should be discussed and students should be made
to think in that perspective. Teachers can plan the
environmental activities co-related with the customs
and traditions of the society. Celebration of important
days relating to environment viz., Word Forest day,
World Population Day, World Conservation Day
should be made practice. Teachers can direct each
student to plant a tree on his/her birthday every
year either in school or elsewhere and nurture its
growth. Field visits can be conducted to industries
and polluted areas to enable the students to feel
the need and importance of environmental protection.
Students can be asked to take up projects like rain
water harvesting, recycling, building of nests, making
decorative items from waste, survey of plants, survey
of utilization of energy resources. h
Our environment determines our lifestyle.
Development of contemporary civilization also
depends on the environment. The younger
generation, specially students of higher education
who are supposed to be the future leaders and
deciston makers may opt for changes in their life

styles. For this the affective domain needs to be
given much priority for developing a wide range of
soft skills, viz., positive attitudes, feelings, interest,
commitments, ethical values and responsibilities with
respect to protection and improvement of
environment due consideration given to future
generation. It should be the prime task of higher
education to nurture and generate planners and
implementers of future with environmental
awareness, as well as appropriate methodology to

‘be accorded to EE. Finally, merely raising

awareness is not enough to promote EE. EE must
go beyond awareness raising. It must inspire interest
and encourage people to pilot-test new ideas and
then, based on their evaluation, adopt them as
integral part of their lives. For this, more projects
and actions are required to provide role models for
successful EE efforts.

Through EE, every individual must be
enlightened on environmentally vulnerable issues with
an objective of ‘think globally and act locally’. It
should be deeply rooted in people that exploitation
of the environment is a threat to man’s existence
itself. EE must utilize diverse leamning environment
and a broad array of educational approaches to
teaching learning about and from the environment
with due stress on practical activities and first hand
experiences. It should help leamers to discover the
symptoms and real causes of environmental
problems and thus to develop critical thinking and
problem solving skills. EE should be a continuous
life long process, beginning at the pre school stage
level and continuing through all formal and non
formal stages and should be interdisciplinary
discipline or making possible a holistic and balanced
perspective.
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What is the Future

Deepti Devi, B.A. 5th Sem.

Today the whole world is caught in the net
of drug addiction. They are in it so badly that they
are not able to move even. The aweful thing is that
they are unaware of their being in trap. Drug is
been used for medicinal purpose throughout, but
today more than medicinal purpose it is used as
narcotic. People use narcotic freely all over the
world. Though some people are fighting against this
contagious disease, there are many more who are
using and spreading it.

Cancer is said to be the most dangerous of
all diseases as it is a direct way to death. But drug
addiction is more dangerous than cancer. Cancer
kills only the person suffering from it, but drug
addiction kills each and evey member of the family
of the addict. It affects each ang €very person
near and- dear to him. Cancer, painful only to tht;
patient, it is detrimental to the health of a single
person. But drug addiction is painful to the whole
fam'ily, it is detrimental to the health of the whole

they fall in this trap.

Drug addition is to a certain extent similar to

tuberculosis, because as Tube :
4 rculosis spreads
one to another, anyone who ¢, > .

¢ . mes within i
it engulfs him. Just like that anym::m wllt;contact,
within the contact of the harcotic gets addict:ctl) -

Tuberculosis and cancer ¢ times are cu. bl
but drug addiction is never Curable, e

In almost each and every ho

- » us i

drug addict. Specially the young genera:iot:?;eb:ﬂa
affected by drug addiction. Behing almost a]] thy
crimes lie this addiction.Men being drunk loses th:

control of their selves and torture their wives and
families. Sometimes they come out of their homes
and start shouting and disturb others also. Young
people take drugs and drive which results in many
of the accidents today Being addicted, even for
small reasons they fight with each other which
sometimes lead to brutal crimes, such as murders
and rapes. These people not only destroy themselves
but also harm the culture and morality of the whole
society. Such incidents are a shame to the humanity.

An example will help us to understand this
brutality. I saw that one day a man was beating his
wife brutally. She was beaten so severely that being
panic striken she helpless an away shouting and
crying. That man owned a wine shop, had two
wives at different places, had one girl child from
the first wife and two from the second and his first
wife is again pregnant. He often beats them. Once
she was beaten so badly that she almost became
deaf. The man and his two wives are alcoholic.
They even feel proud to say that their husband has
two wives and often bits them.

Through this narrative I want to bring to fore
the mentality of people, how they take suffering as
their lot. How they don't even try to come out of
all these things. If the situation remains the same
"What is our future" then.

Now, we are technologically advancing day
by day. We claim to be developed and modern, but
what about these people ? These people are also a
part of our society. OQur advancement and
development is incomplete without them. We can't
go ahead without taking them with us. We, as
responsible citizens have to do something to secure
our future and to develop ourselves as civilized beings.
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Education as Envisaged by Rabindranath

Kalyan Bora, Asst. Professor, Deptt. of History

As one of the earliest educators to think in
terms of the global village, Rabindranath Tagore’s
educational model has a unique sensitivity and
aptness for education within multi-racial, multilingual
and multi-cultural situations, amidst conditions of
acknowledged economic discrepancy and political
imbalance.

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), Asia’s
first Nobel Laureate, was born into a prominent
Calcutta family known for its socio-religious and
cultural innovations during the 19th century Bengal
Renaissance. The profound social and cultural
involvement of his family would later play a strong
role in the formulation of Rabindranath’s educational
priorities. His grandfather Dwarkanath was involved
in supporting medical facilities, educational institutions
and the arts, and he fought for religious and social
reform and the establishment of a free press. His

father was also a leader in social and religious
reform, who encouraged a multi-cultural exchange
in the family mansion Jorasanko. Within the joint
family, Rabindranath’s thirteen brothers and sisters
were mathematicians, journalists, novelists, musicians,
artists. His cousins, who shared the family mansion,
were leaders in theatre, science and a new art
movement.

The tremendous excitement and cultural
richness of his extended family permitted young
Rabindranath to absorb and learn subconsciously at
his own pace, giving him a dynamic open model of
education, which he later tried to recreate in his
school at Santiniketan. Not surprisingly, he found
his outside formal schooling to be inferior and boring
and, after a brief exposure to several schools, he
refused to attend school. The only degrees he ever
received were honorary ones bestowed late in life.
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His experiences at Jorasanko provided him
with a lifelong conviction concerning the importance
of freedom in education. He also realized in a
profound manner the importance of the arts for
developing empathy and sensitivity, and the necessity
for an intimate relationship with one’s cultural and
natural environment. In participating in the
cosmopolitan activities of the family, he came to
reject narrowness in general, and in pasticular, any
form of narrowness that separated human being
from human being. He saw education as a vehicle
for appreciating the richest aspects of other cultures,
while maintaining one’s own cultural specificity. As
he wrote: '

“I was brought up in an atmosphere of
aspiration, aspiration for the expansion of the human
spirit. We in our home sought freedom of power in
our language, freedom of imagination in our literature,
freedom of soul in our religious creeds and that of
mind in our social environment. Such an opportunity
has. given me confidence in the power of education
which is one with life and only which can give us
r?al freedom, the highest that is claimed for man,
his freedom of moral communion in the human
world. .... “I try to assert in my words and works
{hat education has its only meaning and object

in freedom-freedom from ignorance about the
laws of the universe, and freedom from passion
and prejudice in our communication with the
human world. In my institution I have attempted
{o create an atmosphere of naturalness in our
relationship with strangers, and the spirit of
hospitality which is the first virtue in men that
made civilization possible. I invited thinkers and
scholars from foreign lands to let 0w boys know
how easy it is to realise our common Jellowship,
when we deal with those who are great, am’i
that it is the puny who with theiy Dpetty vt;nities
set up barriers between man and man”
(Rabindranath Tagore 1929: 73.74) '

Growing up in a household that was the
meeting place for leading artists and intellectuals
from India and the West, Rabindranath had 3 further
experience which was unusual for someone of his
upbringing. In the 1890s, he was put in charge of
the family’s rural properties in East Bengal. His
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first experiments in adult education were carried
out there as he gradually became aware of the
acute material and cultural poverty that permeated
the villages, as well as the great divide between
the uneducated rural areas and the city elites. His
experiences made him determined to do something
about rural uplift, and later at Santiniketan, students
and teachers were involved with literacy training
and social work and the promotion of cooperative
schemes. As an alternative to the existing forms of
education, he started a small school at Santiniketan
in 1901 that developed into a university and rural
reconstruction centre, where he tried to develop an
alternative model of education that stemmed from
his own leaming experiences.

Rabindranath composed his first poem at the
age of eight, and by the end of his life, had written
over twenty-five volumes of poetry, fifteen plays,
ninety short stories, eleven novels, thirteen volumes
of essays, initiated and edited various journals,
prepared Bengali textbooks, kept up 2
correspondence involving thousands of letters,
composed over two thousand songs; and - after the
age of seventy - created more than two thousand
pictures and sketches. He dedicated forty years of
his life to his educational institution at Santiniketan,
West Bengal. Rabindranath’s school contained a
children’s school as well as a university known as
Visva-Bharati and a rural education Centre known
as Sriniketan.

Key ideas:

Rabindranath did not write a central
educational treatise, and his ideas must be gleaned
through his various writings and educational
experiments at Santiniketan. In general, he envisioned
an education that was deeply rooted in one’s
immediate surroundings but connected to the cultures
of the wider world, predicated updn pleasurable
teaming and individualized to the pessonality of the
child. He felt that a curriculum should revolve
organically around nature with classes held in the
open air under the trees to provide for a spontaneous
appreciation of the fluidity of the plant and animal
kingdoms, and seasonal changes. Children sat on
hand-woven mats beneath the trees, which they

were allowed to climb and run beneath between
classes. Nature walks and excursions were a part
of the curriculum and students were encouraged to
follow the life cycles of insects, birds and plants.
Class schedules were made flexible to allow for
shifts in the weather or special attention to natural
phenomena, and seasonal festivals were created for
the children by Tagore. In an essay entitled “A
Poet’s School,” he emphasizes the importance of
an empathetic sense of interconnectedness with the
surrounding world:

“We have come to this world to accept it,
not merely to know it. We may become powerful
by knowledge, but we attain fuliness by sympathy.
The highest education is that which does not merely
give us information but makes our life in harmony
with all existence. But we find that this education
of sympathy is not only systematically ignored in
schools, but it is severely repressed. From our very
childhood habits are formed and knowledge is
imparted in such a manner that our life is weaned
away from nature and our mind and the world are
set in opposition from the beginning of our days.
Thus the greatest of educations for which we came
prepared is neglected, and we are made to lose our
world to find a bagful of information instead. We
rob the child of his earth to teach him geography,
of language to teach him grammar. His hunger is
for the Epic, but he is supplied with chronicles of
facts and dates ... Child-nature protests against such

calamity with all its power of suffering, subdued at

last into silence by punishment”. (Rabindranath
Tagore, Personality,1917: 116- 17)

In Tagore’s philosophy of education, the
aesthetic development of the senses was as
important as the intellectual—if not more so—and
music, literature, art, dance and drama were given
great prominence in the daily life of the school.

This was particularly so after the first decade of

the school. Drawing on his home life at Jorasanko,
Rabindranath tried to create an atmosphere in which
the arts would become instinctive. One of the first
areas to be emphasized was music. Rabindranath
writes that in his adolescence, a ‘cascade of musical
emotion’ gushed forth day after day at Jorasanko.
“We felt we would try to test everything,’ he writes,

‘and no achievement seemed impossible ... We
wrote, we sang, we acted, we poured ourselves
out on every side.’ (Rabindranath Tagore, My
Reminiscences1917: 141)

In keeping with his theory of subconscious
learning, Rabindranath never talked or wrote down
to the students, but rather involved them with
whatever he was writing or composing. The students
were allowed access to the room where he read
his new writings to teachers and critics, and they
were encouraged to read out their own writings in
special literary evenings. In teaching also he believed
in presenting difficult levels of literature, which the
students might not fully grasp, but which would
stimulate them. The writing and publishing of
periodicals had always been an important aspect of

-Jorasanko life, and students at Santiniketan were

encouraged to create their own publications and
put out several illustrated magazines. The children
were encouraged to follow their ideas in painting
and drawing and to draw inspiration from the many
visiting artists and writers.

Most of Rabindranath’s dramas were written
at Santiniketan and the students took part in both
the performing and production sides. He writes how
well the students were able to enter into the spirit
of the dramas and perform their roles, which
required subtle understanding and sympathy without

As Rabindranath began conceiving of Visva-
Bharati as a national centre for the arts, he
encouraged artists such as Nandalal Bose to take
up residence at Santiniketan and to devote
themselves full-time to promoting a national form
of art. Without music and the fine arts, he wrote, a
nation lacks its highest means of national self-
expression and the people remain inarticulate. Tagore
was one of the first to support and bring together
different forms of Indian dance. He helped revive
folk dances and introduced dance forms from other
parts of India, such as Manipuri, Kathak and
Kathakali. He also supported modern dance and
was one of the first to recognize the talents of
Uday Sankar, who was invited to perform at
Santiniketan. -

‘The meeting-ground of cultures, as
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Rabindranath envisioned it at Visva-Bharati, should
be a learning centre where conflicting interests are
minimized, where individuals work together in a
common pursuit of truth and realise ‘that artists in
all parts of the world have created forms of beauty,
scientists discovered secrets of the universe,
philosophers solved the problems of existence, saints
made the truth of the spiritual world organic in
their own lives, not merely for some particular race
to which they belonged, but for all mankind.’ (Tagore
1922:171-2)

_ To encourage mutuality, Rabindranath invited
artists and scholars from other parts of India and
the world to live together at Santiniketan on a daily

who is Shantam, Shivam, Advaitam.

In terms of curriculum, he advocated a
different emphasis in teaching. Rather than studying
national cultures for the wars won and cultural
dominance imposed, he advocated a teaching system
that analysed history and culture for the progress
that had been made in breaking down social and
religious barriers. Such an approach emphasized the
innovations that had been made in integrating
individuals of diverse backgrounds into a larger
framework, and in devising the economic policies
which emphasized social justice and narrowed the
gap between rich and poor. Art would be studied
for its role in furthering the aesthetic imagination

to create a poem ‘in a medium other than words.’
It was this poetic vision that enabled him to fashion
a scheme of education which was all inclusive, and

Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken
up into fragments by narrow domestic

to devise a unique program for education in nature walls;

and creative self-expression in a learning climate
congenial to global cultural exchange.
Conclusion:

Rabindranath Tagore, by his efforts and

Where words come out from the
depth of truth;
Where tireless striving
stretches its arms towards

achievements, is part of a global network of perfection;

pioneering educators, such as Rousseau, Pestalozzi,
Froebel, Montessori and Dewey—and in the
contemporary context, Malcolm Knowles—who
have striven to create non-authoritarian learning
systems appropriate to their respective surroundings.

Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way into the
dreary desert sand of dead habit;
Where the mind is led forward
by thee into ever-widening

: - : : : In a poem that expresses Tagore’s goals for thought and actioninto

bass o S%lare thf,:lr cultures with Visva-Bharati. The ~and expressing universal themes. intemaItJionaI educationp he writes: : ¢ that hil;ven of freedom

gontstltunm::l designated Visva-Bharati as an Indian, It should be noted that Rabindranath in his Where the n;ind is without fear my Father, ’
astern and Global iving i i . . -

o al cultural centre whose goals own person was a living icon of the type of mutuality and the head is held high, Let my country awake.

and creative exchange that he advocated. His vision
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breaking in many areas. He was one of the first in
India to argue for a humane educational system
that was in touch with the environment and aimed
at overall development of the personality.
Santiniketan became a model for vernacular
instruction and the development of Bengali
textbooks; as well, it offered one of the earliest
coeducational programs in South Asia. The
establishment of Visva-Bharati and Sriniketan led
to pioneering efforts in many directions, including
models for distinctively Indian higher education and
mass education, as well as pan-Asian and global
cultural exchange.

One characteristic that sets Rabindranath’s
educational theory apart is his approach to education
as a poet. At Santiniketan, he stated, his goal was
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Born on March 7, 1946. Daniel Goleman is an author,
psychologist and science journalist. He is associated with
the concept of emotional intelligence. His book "Emotional
Intelligence" (1995) has 5,000,000 copies in print worldwide
in forty languages. As a science journalist, he reported on
the brain and behavioural science for the New York Times
for many years. His famous books are Vital Lies, Simple
Truths (1985), Primal Leadership (2002), Social Intelligence
(2006), Focus : The Hidden Driver of Excellence (2013).
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Under the night sky

Pinaki Das, B.A. 3rd Semester

If you don't have a good pastime

Then you can be a part of the night sky.

Up above in the night sky

Lie millions of gems, diamonds and crystals,
Which are none other than our own plants, comets and stars !
Oh ! look at the night sky !

Twinkling stars, zooming comets, rotating satellites !
Stars twinkle in the dark,

To show the travellers the way !

Even if there is no sunlight,

There is always the moon light ...

Here we can see the Milky way

Which runs in the sky like a highway

And what's this ?

It's none other than the Urso Major !

The solar system has a meaning of its own,
Venus is the brightest object,

Saturn is the king of rings.

Oh !'T just saw a shooting star

It few past me in the northern sky.

The night sky is full of such wonders !

So, if you don't have a good pastime,

Take a break and sit under the night sky ! ®
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(A Karbi traditional story)
Rani Phangchopi, B.A. 6th Semester

Ha-e-mu Ronghangpi, belonging to the Ejang
clan of the Karbis, was the most beautiful, loving and
hard working daughter of a poor peasant named Sai
Ronghang. She was born in a small village named
Amtereng which, infact, is the name of the river by
which the village is situated. The place is not far from
Bonghang Ronghang where the pinpo (the Karbi chief)
held his court. Pinpo had a lot of soldiers and
commanders under him. His name was Long Dili. His
duty was to forcefully collect rent from the peasants
and other kinds of villagers for the maintenance of the
kingdoms. When Ha-e-mu Bonghangpi of the (Ejang)
clan and Long Teron of the Kranjang clan were yet to
be born the mothers of the two unborn children went
to the forest to collect firewood. They got involved in
a discussion about the marriage of the two children
who where yet to see the light of the world. They
grew up together and lived together happily, since they
were very poor. Finally, their mothers dream came true
: they got married. When they got one child, Long Teron
had to go to a far off hill for jhum cultivation, called

Rit-Kenong in Karbi, leaving his child and wife behind.

Long Dili came to know about the beauty of
Ha-e-mu from the Jaiyantian jeweller named
Ramsantang whom Ha-e-mu had once scolded for his
misbehaviour. Ramsantang knew that Ha-e-mu's
husband was not at home, He decided to take
advantage of the situation and satisfy his lust for
revenge. He urged Long Dili, the chief of the tribe, to
marry Ha-e-mu though he knew very well that she
was already married and had a child also. Long Dili
and his people went to Ha-e-mu's house on the pretent
of participating in a family cermony. There Long Dili
saw Ha-e-mu. The Karbis had the custom of inviting
their chiefto any religious or social festival in the family.
Naturally, Sai Reanghang, (Ha-e-mu's father) could
not leave the king while the Puja was going on in family.
Having seen Ha-e-mu during the religious function,
Long Dili had to ask Sai Ranghang if he wanted to
marry Ha-e-mu. The father flatly turned down the
proposal. This angered the chief who, with the help of
his soldiers, captured Ha-e-mu and took her to
Bonghang Ronghang. Hearing the abduction of his wife
Long Teron rushed to Ronghang to bring back his wife
but failed.

Ha-e-mu was a very strong willed woman and
decided not to give in to the chief. Though she was
very unhappy with him, she tried to look as happy as
possible in the king's presence. She tried several times
to kill Long Dili, but failed. But one night she finally
succeded to kill Long Dili with her Harpi (the cross
bar used in the traditional loom) while he was asleep;
but his death couldnot free Ha-e-mu from the chief's
house because she was kept strongly guarded there
by the soldiers. So, she had to stab herselfto death in
order to face herself from the chief's house.

Since then, no girl in the Karbi community is
given the name Ha-e-mu. But this doesnot mean that
the Karbis have forgotter her. Songs bearing her name
are still sung when the Karbis feel that there should
be rain on earth. Thus Ha-e-mu is regarded as the
goddess of rain and fertility and songs containing her name
are sung by the Karbi priests or magicians called Katharp
so as to extract from the clouds a heavy amount of rain
on earth. These songs are particularly sung at the time of
the Karbi religious function known as Botor Kekur,
meaning the Puja of the goddess of rain and fertility. This
is done under the belief that there was a huge flood of
tears on earth at the time of Ha-e-mu's death.
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