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< Gandhiji's view on Politics and Religion/Rosy
Deka/5%3
¢ Regionalism in relation to National Interation: An
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READING MACBETH IN
CONTEMPORARY TIMES

Neetu Gupta Bahber, Asst. Prof,, Dept of English, Nowgong Girls' College, e-mail: neetugupta08@gmail.com

“I permit no woman to teach ...
she is to keep silent” — St. Paul

Woman throughout history have been identified
as the ‘other’ and have been reduced to objects for
men. Her role is best understood in her relation to
males and that she must support and complement her
partner in all circumstances. But the play ‘Macbeth’
is revolutionary in the sense that lady Macbeth is not
presented in the manner women were perceived in
that age. Rather she is the most commanding and
perhaps the most awe-inspiring figure who voices her
desire to be the queen. Both Macbeth and lady
Macbeth are ambitious but lady Macbeth appears
superior to Macbeth in some respects. She is at once
clearly distinguished from him by an inflexibility of
will, who appears to hold imagination, feeling and
conscience completely in check. This representation
of the character of lady Macbeth who by deferring
from the preconceived notions of ‘woman’ and
‘feminity” is finally allowed to suffer and meet an
untimely and tragic end.

In the very opening Act, Macbeth appears as a
successful warrior who brings glory to the king of
Scotland by defeating the thane of Cawdor. But it is
after the prophecy of the witches that he voices his
desire for power and to become the king himself.
Though it appears that he is instigated to violent
means because of the prophecy of the witches and
also because of the support of lady Macbeth in all
his ventures. But such a conception would be in
contradiction with his whole tragic practice that he
undertakes in future. Also that the influence of the
first prophecies upon him came as much from himself
as from them. This is made abundantly clear by the
obviously intentional contrast between him and
Banquo. Banquo remains indifferent to them
throughout whereas Macbeth is all absorbed in

fulfilling his desire of becoming a king. Even the
consequences in the play supports this view that he
was tempted towards evil by the witches. But his
tragic practices later in the play reveals that the
temptation was already within him and that he was
tempted only by himself.

Lady Macbeth too is ambitious, burning with
unquenchable desire to bear the name of a queen. If
Macbeth is aiming at the crown, lady Macbeth, too,
has her eyes on the coronet. But the consequences of
the play is so designed as to focus on lady Macbeth
as all evil and the prime source of inducing the same
in Macbeth. She is characterized by unprecedented
courage and dauntless spirit who ‘initiates’ and
‘shapes’ the killing of king Duncan. She sets herself
to support her husband to attain his goal. She takes
the superior position and assumes the direction of
affairs. She animates him by picturing the deed as
heroic, ‘this night’s great business’ ignoring its cruelty
and faithlessness. She bears down his faint resistance
by presenting him with a prepared scheme which may
remove from him the terror and danger of deliberation.
She seems not to lose her self-control and self-will.
She facilitates and supports her husband in acquiring
power by becoming the king himself. With the help
of lady Macbeth, Macbeth Kkills king Duncan and
turns the prophecy of the witches into reality.

Macbeth who appears wanting in courage and
will in the first Act undergoes a great change when
he appears in the third Act. He then has Banquo
murdered to secure his own position and title. But
this time he does everything on his own without
seeking help from his wife. She then doesn’t facilitate
his course of action rather her only duty was to soothe
her husband’s mind and to shut her eyes to his actions.
Macbeth’s courage has become frightful and awe-
inspiring. He even had lady Macduff and her son
killed and made efforts to trace Macduff. He strides
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frorm crime to crime. His passion for power and his
instinct for self-assertion are so vehement that no
inward misery could persuade him to relinquish the
fruit of crime or to advance from remorse to
repentance.

Lady Macbeth who appears in the fifth Act is
a totally changed being and the glory of her dream
has faded. From the commanding and awe-inspiring
figure, she now has turned a totally helpless creature
when she appears in the sleep-walking scene. She
enters disillusioned, and weary of want of sleep: she
has thrown away everything and gained nothing. She
has lost her power over her husband’s actions but she
has her own capacity for suffering and that she
suffered miserably. She has turned mad and has lost
control over herself. She continues washing her hands
and is afflicted by terrible dreams. The sickness of
her mind is vividly suggested by her perpetual longing
for light and her association of darkness with Hell.
There is a stark contrast between lady Macbeth who
appeared in the first Act and in the last Act. In the
second Act when Macbeth expresses his fear staring
at his bloodied fingers—

— “Will all Neptune’s ocean wash this blood
clean from my hand?”

Lady Macbeth confidently expresses that—

“A little water clears us of this deed”.

But the whole scenario gets reversed in the
final Act where she is consumed by the guilt of the
murder committed in the First Act.

“Here’s the smell of the blood still, all the
perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand”.
(Act-V, Scene 1)

She appears absolutely helpless and suffers
terribly. It is striking to note that when Macbeth was
lacking in confidence to face Banquo and others, it is
lady Macbeth who recommended sleep to Macbeth
and later her own sleep is afflicted by terrible dreams.
she has turned into an object of repentance and guil t.
She becomes all remorse and he all defiance. In the
same Act where on the one hand Lady Macbeth suffers
profoundly, on the other Macbeth is all absorbed to
save himself from the approaching army of Malcolm.
He fortifies himself at Dunsinane with a mixture of
desperation and defiance.When the news of the death
of lady Macbeth reaches him, he expresses—

*“‘She should have died hereafter;
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There would have been a time for such a word”.
Such is the response of Macbeth at the death
of lady Macbeth. That is, he doesn’t have the time to
repent and that he has other important tasks to
perform. He concentrates on ways of saving himself
as well as securing his position as the king. This

.exposes his self-centeredness, his passion for power

and the significance that lady Macbeth had in his
life. She was just a medium who could soothe him in
distress and support him in all his ventures.

The play is build up with the then existing
notions of patriarchy where men enjoy both ‘voice’
and ‘authority”’ that establishes their supremacy and
power. Lady Macbeth is represented as someone above
‘feminine’ and one who bears ‘masculine’
characteristics similar to her husband. Her
commanding and awe-inspiring nature doesn’t conform
with the then existing patriarchal norm and that is
why perhaps she is doomed to suffer. Both Macbeth
and lady Macbeth are ambitious and voices to have
power, but it is lady Macbeth whose possibilities are
suppressed and subsided whereas Macbeth flames with
life till the end. Though lady Macbeth appears more
powerful and confident than Macbeth initially but
such qualities are inherently ‘masculine’ and that is
why unacceptable. Her possibilities are checked by
her madness and allowed to suffer as compensation
for her desire to have ‘power’. Whereas Macbeth
tries to acquire power whatever the means better or
worse, and strides from crime to crime, flaming with
life. Though the thrust for power is universal but the
patriarchal society has showered this privelege only
to males. In order to establish the supremacy of males
in the existing patriarchal society, woman’s voice has
been suppressed and rendered powerless. And that is
why perhaps in most of the works, woman virtually
disappears at the end.

Lady Macbeth’s towering personality has called
for much criticism. The most common and dominant
view expresses her as ‘the awful instigator of the
murder’ who is ‘magnificent in sin’. She is also
referred as the ‘fourth witch’ in the play. Such is the
designation showered on woman who craves for power
in a male-dominated society. The play seems to warn
‘woman’ who try to equal their male counterparts
and challenge the hierarchy of power as set through
time immemorial. B

DIFFERENT SCHOOLS OF
SANSKRIT GRAMMAR

Nilakshi Mili, Asst. Prof, Dept. of Sankrit

Introduction:

The modern sankrit scholars classify the
sanskrit language and literature in to two distinct
groups— vedic and classical sanskrit. They advocate
that panini the greatest sanskrit grammarian had given
a fixed and systematic structure of the classical
sanskrit language. The vedic language which had
undergone successive transformation had ultimatly
emarged as a modern vernacular through the stage of
middle Indo Aryan (i.c. Aryan of Indo in the middle
age of prakrt language).

The vedas, the upanisads, the vedaingas
comprise the vedic literature, while the epics, the
puranas comprise the classical sanskrit literature. The
vedic literature is the oldest Indo European literary
monoment in which the culture and civilization of the
ancient Indian people are reflected. The long history
of the people of India, Their culture, religious, social
and political conditions have also been reflected in
sanskrit literature. As ancient document of wisdom
they are universal in their appeal and significance
and belong to the entire humanity for all times. It is a
treasure for the stock of literature, grammar,
philosophy, science etc.

Our topic of discussion is on sanskrit grammar
and its various schools irrespective of vedic, classical
and modern period. But it is at the outset necessary
grammar and the meaning of school.

Grammar:

Sanskrit grammar is a branch of literature.
Sanskrit grammar is defined as the following. _
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Sanskrit grammar deals with 21&% af, I, TR
%9 and such other grammatical terms and rules. In
other words grammar generally means the rules

ordaling the words, sentences. It operates through the
phonology (study of sound of language), semantic
(study of meaning), morphology (study of words) etc.

The scinece of grammar is most important
supplement of the vedas required a correct idea of
the grammar developed as a separate branch of studay
in the post vedic period.

School:

The term school may be applied to a system, a
doctrine, such as literary school. School of poetics,
school of kavya, school of grammar etc. It may apply
to a group of writers who combine as an influencial
unit and who their work should be based. Sometimes
a school mayproduce a movement.

Different a schools of sanskrit Grammar:
The different schools of sanskrit grammar are

indicated and discussed below.

1. The Ainda school- the earliest grammatical
speculation.
The school of Panini.
The Chandra school.
The Jai Jamendra school.
The Sakatayana school.
The Hemachandra school.
The Katantra school.
The Sarasvata school.

9. The School of Bopadeva.

10. The Jaumara school,
-11. The Saupadma school.
12. The Sectarian school.
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1. The Ainda school:

The earliest grammatical speculation may be
found in vedas. It is the most important supplement
of vedas. Veda has six Aingas. i.e. There are six
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vedangas-(i). Siksa or phonetics, (ii) Kalpa or religious
practice (iii) Nirukta or etimology, (iv) Chanda or
metre, (v) Jyotisa or astronomy and, (vi) Vyakarana
or grammar Patarjali calls. 98&gY 99 =@M (Out
of six vedangoas grammer is the primary one).

The reading and understanding of the vedas
required a correct idea of the use of words in their
peoper senses. Hence the grammatical studies which
had their origin in the pratisakhyas devloped in to a
separate supplemant of vedas.

It is said that Ainda was the oldest school of
sanskrit grammar. A passage quoted from the
"Kathasaritsagara" informs us that the school which
Panini supplemented was known as the Ainda school.
Correborative evidence is furnished by a passage from
"Taitirya Smrti" which speaks of Indra or indragomin
as the first sanskrit grammaarian.

Any further detail regarding the grammatical
efforts earlier than panini are not possible to give. All
that we can do following the earlier Pratisakhyas, the
brahmans, references occuring in pénini, yaska,
katyana, patanjali to give an estimate of school and
teachers.

All though the name Ainda school is not
mentioned by pénini, yet he mentioned the name of
ten teachers in his "Astadhyayi" viz- (a) Sakatayana,
(b) Garga, (c) kas'yapa, (d) Bharadvija, (e) Sikala,
(f) Galava, (g) Sphotayana, (h) Senika, (i)
Sakravarmana, j) Suptapisala.

Yaska mentions northern and eastern schools
of grammar and refers to many grammarians are
whom sakatayana, Garga and sakala are the most
important. It was sakatayanas theory of verbal origin
of the nouns and the whole-system of panini is based
on that theroy. The Pratisakhyas is regarded as treatise
belonging to the Ainda school of Grammarians.

2. The school of Panini:

Panini, vararuci or katyayana and patanjali are
three grammarians of panirian school. Panini is the
founder of the school.

a) Panini: Panini must have lived some where
between 350 to 800 BC. The earliest known treatise
on sanskrit grammar now preserved is "Astadhyayi"
a book of grammer of pénini. The work consist of
eight chapters or Adhydyas, and each of which

S@Y @ F9iG8 (RN FCETE SN

contains four padas or sections. Each pada is
subdivided into one to nine Ahnikas. It comprises of
neraly 4000 sutras. The greats monumental work of
panini deals with the grammar of the vedic as well as
the spoken. Séanskrit systematically and completly.
Principal characteristics of his work is that
verbal origin of the noun was expounded by

Sakatayana and the whole system of Panini is based

on that theroy.

i. Analysing language it is said Vyakarana means-
the first element in a sentence, which again
consist of verb, in the various tense and moods
and a number on substansises in case realation
to each other.

ii. The forms of verb in a sentence is made up of
an original root-system and number of Prataya
and endings. These endings give verb their
several model and temporal significances.

iii.  Other element of sentence is noticed in a case-
relation (karaka), The 'samésas' or compound,
its formation and varieties must be explained
before treating the karakas or case relations.
He has also written ‘Dtatupatha’ or list of roots

and ‘ganapatha’ or list of words,which behave alike

grammatically i.e the have some grammatical features.

Vararuci or Katyidyna: Katyidyna also known
as vararuci wrote the ‘varttika’ in prose to the ‘sutras’
of Panini in which he has corrected, modified and
supplemental some of the sutras. He is said to be
contemporay of panini(350-6th century).

Patanjali: Patanjali wrote ‘Mahabhisya’ which
is the most authoritative commenaary on the ‘Astadhayi’
of Paninj, containing discussion, criticism and his own
additional rules. But this is much more than a mere
commentries. Mahabhasya does not notice all the sutras
of Panini, but only such were noticed by katyayana
and others considered by Patanjali as in complete and
capable of improvement. WTsA& is stated as—
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The work of “werr=x’ like Paninis ‘Astadhyayi’
is divided in to eight Adhyayas of four padas each,
cach padas being further subdivided into from one to
nine Ahnika. Chief aim of Patanjali was to define

panini against the unmerited attack of Katyayana on
the sutras of Panini.
Patanjali is to belong to the second century B.C.
Stresing the importance of “HeIM=T ‘642 of the
11th century AD has commented upon Mahabhasya
in his book called ‘w&iv’.

3. The Chandra school:

a. Chandra or chandragomin: Chandra or
chandragomin belongs to 7th century earlier to
bhartrhari. He has found the Chandra school.

In Chandra vyakarana, the sutras are 3100
against 4000 of Panini. The work consist of six
chapters; four Padas, Chandra vyakarana was mean
to an important of that of Panini, Katyayana and
Patanjali. The object of Chandra was re-arrange the
grammatical material in order to bringing together all
the rules that deal with same grammatical operations
as well as the same party of speech. The Chandra
terminology is changed slightly with that of Panini.

Bhatrhari: Bhatrhari of 7th century AD has
written four books on Vjakarana, viz— (a) Vakyapadia
L, Il and 111, (b) Mahabhasyatika, (c) Vrtti and (d) S’
abdadhétusamiksyﬁ. Bhartrhari is a celebrated
grammarian philospher. His grammar Vakyapadiya
deals with the philosophical aspect of Sanskrit
grammar in which he has developed the doctrine of
sphota which was founded by sphotayana the
predecessor of Panini. The work deals with s’
abdabrahman, the creation of the world, the relatian
with the Brahman world language, jiva, the process
of liluration (Moksa) etc.

Jayiditya and Vamana: Jayaditya of
Kashmira author of vrtti-satra grammar is usually
identified with the sfmrfa a joint work of Jayaditya
and Védmana of 7th century AD. fid

The R is a running commentary on Paninis
(3T=reAm ) and its merit consist in the lucid manner in
which it has explained the sutras of Panini, clearly
indicating all the anuvrttis and giving numerous
illurtrations for each rule.

The =feeIfd along with the commentary kngwn
as ‘Nyasa’ of Jinendrabuddhi and Padamanjari of

Haradatta, became very popular in the later half of
the 7th century, for the study of Sanskrit language
and grammar till the popular ‘sidhanta-kummud’ of
Bhattojidiksita of 17th cenury AD surpassed it along
with so many other works which were written in the
succeeding centuries after ‘F¥HI with the idea of
making the study of Paninian school easy.

4. The Jainendra school:

The traditional author of the grammar go under
this name in Jina or Mahavira.The foundation of this
school dates books as that of the time of Chandra
(i.e. 7th/8th century).

There are two versions in which Jaimendra
Vyakarana or grammar has come down to us. The
shorter one consist of 3000 sutras followed by
Abhayanandi and the longer one gives over 700 sutras
followed by Somadeva.

The Jainendra grammar is altogether wanting
in originality. It is nothing but Panini and the Varttikas
condensed as much as possible. There is also recast
of Jainendra grammar mean to facililate its study for

beginners. It is called ‘Panchavastu’ as given by
Abhayanandi.

5. The Sakatayana School:

The name suggest not the ancient Sakatayana,
but with a modern Sakatayana with the person, who
under this appellation is quoted in Bopadevas
‘Kamadhenu’ by Hemachandra and other later writers.
Dr. Keilhomn, a modern scholar, is of the opinion that
Sakatayana belong to 9th century and was a modern
Jaina writer who has presented his own grammatical
under the name earlier Sakatayana. Her wrote
‘Amoghavrtti’ and ‘S‘abdanusasana’.

The Sakatayana ‘S'abdanus’asana’ consist of
four Adhyayas of four Padas each. The total number
of sutras are 3200. Sakatayana has freely drawn upon
the works of the grammarians, such as Panini,
Katyayana, Patanjali, Chandragomin etc. Many sutras
of Sakatayana are identical with Panini. He has
economised the wording of the sutras.

Other works of Sakatayana school are— (a)
Paribhasa sutra (b) Ganapatha (c) Dhatupatha.

6. The Hemachandra school:

The school which is known under the name of
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its founder the Jaina monk Hemachandra (1088-1272
AD) grammar ‘S'abdanus’aana’ like Panini consist of
eight Adhyayas of four padas each. The total number
of sutra is 4500. The last Adhyaya alone deals
exclusively with the Prakrt language. He has drawn
freely upon the works of all the grammarians and
commentators that had gone before him. He wrote
commentory on his own sutras called ‘S/abdanus’aana
'Brhadvrtti'. The most important and extensive of these
commentaries is the ‘Brhadvrtti dhundhika’.

7. The Katantra school:

The name Katantra, according to commentators
means a short treatise a hard book, in which the
grammar of Panini is dispensed with for the benefit
of beginners. Weber in his ‘History of Indian
Literature’ notes that this grammar was means for
those who wished to approach Sanskrit through Prakrt
and Paligrammar of Kachchayana was based on
Katantra.

The founder of the school is Sarvavarmana, a
pandit who composed a grammar. It is said that
Kartikeya or Kumara revealed the sutras of the
Kaumiara grammar. The Katantra is otherwise known
as Kaumara.

The nature of improvement made by
Sarvavarman on the current text book of grammar is
evident from the portion of Katantra. Instead of 4000
sutras of Panini, Sarvavarman could finish in about
855 sutras. The whole Vaidik Prakriya of Panini and
all the rules of a difficult characters done been omitted.

8. The Sarasvata school:

Traditional founder of this varttikas of
Sérasvata is Anubhutisvarapacarya. He is said to be
the recipient of sutras from Sarasvati, after whom
the school gets its name. He most probably belonged
to 13th century AD. He was the author of Sarasvata-
prakriya. Sarasvata treats his entire sutras in 700
Sutras against 4000 of Panini. Brevity or shertness
and simplicity are the special features of this school.
Language of this sutras are easy and for their
interpretation no guidance of Paribhasa is to be
followed. It was meant for the shortest and the easiest
Sanskrit grammar,

Some commentators and their works on
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‘Sarasvata-Prakriya’ are—
Commentators Works
i) Ksemendra Sarapradipaka

i) Chandrakirt Dhatupatha
iii) Vasudevabhatta  Sarasvata Prasada
iv) Megharatna Sarasvatadipika

v) Kas'inatha Sarasvatabhasya etc.
9. The school of Bopadeva:

Bopadeva of 13th century AD is the author of
‘Mugdhabodha’ the chief text of the school, the worked
aimed at simplifying the grammar of Panini. He has
written ‘Kavikalpadruma’ which contains a roots
arranged according their endings. He has also written
commentary ‘Kamadhenu’.

The chief characteristics of ‘Mugdhabodha’ is
its simplicity and shortness. Another feature of this
grammar for the first time is its religious elements.
The writer has used the name. Hari-Hara in illustrating
the name. The technical term has also been deviated
from Panini.

S'ayanacarya of the 14th century AD has
written the ‘Madhavadhatavrtti’ but published in the
name of his brother Madhava. It gives the forms of
roots in the various tense along with their derivation.

Bhattojidiksita of the 17th century is the author
of the most popular work ‘Sidhanta Kaumudi’. It
explains all the sutras of Panini ‘Astyadhayi’ varttika
or commentaries of Katyayana.

10. The Jaumara school:

Kramadis'vara wrote his ‘Saniksiptasara’ in the
13th century AD. It went a through revision in the
hands of Jumaranandi who wrote a commentary called
the ‘Jamaranandi-vrtti’ or Rasavati.

Kramadis'vara seems to compose grammar on
the model of Bhantrharis ‘Mahabhasya-Dipika’.
Difficult rules of Panini have been rejected. The work
is divided into seven Padas, the eight padas dealing
with the Prakrt, which was added later.

11. The Saupadma school:

The originator of this .school is
Padmanaohadatta, the author of ‘Salupadma’ belong
to 14th century. He also wrote a commentary known
as the ‘Saupadma-Panjika’ this system of grammar

like many other is based on Panini. -

The special feature of Saupadma are— (a) He
has retained most of the sutras and terminology of
Panini of course remodelled greater part of Paninis rules
and arranged them in a more methodical form, adding
a short explanation of his own after each sutra.

12. Later Sectorian school:

In recent centuries there flourished some
grammarians who wanted to make grammar the
vehicle of religion. This tendency was already present
in Bopadeva.

Rupagosvamin wrote his ‘HarinAméamrta in
16th century AD. Jivagosvamin wrote a grammar of
the same name. Third Vaisnava grammar is
‘Chaitanyasmrta’.

Balaramapanchanana is the author of
‘Probodhaprakas’a’. There have been the existence of
sectarian schools of S'diva or S/akta of which
‘Probodhaprakis’a’ is one.

Most of the grammar are extended to appeal to

a very small community. There are consequently no
commentaries or supplement.

Conclusion:

Grammar is the most important branch of
Sanskrit literature. It is evident from the above
discussion that the Sanskrit Grammar had a peculiar
appeal to the people of early Indians and even till
recently it has held a unique place and its study has
been continued through centuries.

‘ It would be hardly an exaggeration to say that
In no other country the science of grammar have
been studied with such a zeal and carried to such a

*

perfection as it has been in India.

The work of grammarians ancient and modern.
Which are still preserved to us can amply bear the
testimony of this assertion. Nearly a dozen different
system of schools, more than a thousand separate
treatises original as well as commentaries and at least
three hundred writers are current in various parts of
India.

It is also evident that among the hundred of
Sanskrit grammarians the name of Panini shines and
shines almost alone a Pole-star in the galarx of
Sanskrit grammarians and his greatest master

rice ‘Astadhyayi’ cherish his memory till to
day and most of the subsequent grammarians and the
founders of the various schools the commentators
look upon this greatest grammarian with great revence.

However Pénini, Katyayana and Patanjali are
traditionally known as ‘Munitrayam’ who belong to
the Paninian school and gave law to the science of
grammar. Each took for study the whole field of the
living language and the contribution made by each to
the stock of inherited knowledge and idea is immense.

Germinating with the dim speculation (thought,
contemplation) in the sutra (Brahmanic) literature the
science of grammar has marched forward, until we
reach. Yaska, who runs up the results achieved by
the predecessors and made his own contribution to it.
The leap from Yaska. to Panini is probably a great
indeed and the course of development was culminated
in the form of ‘Astadhyayi’ of Panini perfected in the
form of ‘Mahabhasya’ of Patanjali and its fruits sprang
in the form of ‘Vakyapadiyam’ of Bhartrhari, ‘Kas’
ivrtti’ of Jayaditya and Vamana, ‘Siddhanta-Kaumudi’
of Bhattojidiksita and so on. H

*

"Man is a goal seeking animal. His life only has meaning if he
is reaching out and striving for his goals."

|

— Aristotle (384 BC — 322 BC)
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ERIC HOBSBAWM:
A Great Marxist Historian of Present World

Compiled by— Munin Borah, Asst. Prof., Dept of History, Nowgong Girls’ College

Eric Habsbawm a great Marxist historian, was
born in a Jewish family on 9" June 1917 in
Alexandria of Egypt. His father's name was Leopold
Percy Obstbaum and mother's name was Nelly Grun.
A clerical error at birth altered his surname from
Obstbaum to Hobsbawn. Hobsbawn spent most of
his early days in Vienna and Berlin, those days were
very hard for him. Although his family lived in
German speaking countries, his parents spoke to him
and his younger sister Nancy in English instead of
German. His father died in 1929 and he statrted
working as an English tutor. He became an orphan
at the age of fourteen after the death of his mother.
He was adopted by his maternal aunt Gretl and
paternal uncle Sidney. His family moved to London
when Adolf Hitler gained power in 1933 and
Hobsbawn was admitted to St Marylebone Grammar
school. He showed his talent at school and was
elected for scholarship to study history at Kings
College of Cambridge from 1936 to 1939. During
college days, he joined the Communist party of Great
Britain and associated with the students' weekly
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communist magazine Granta as an editor. Hobsbawm
joined the British Army during the Second World
War and served with the royal engineers and later
with the education corps. After the Second World
War, he returned to Cambridge University and
completed his Ph.D. degree on Fabian Society.

He started his academic career as a history
lecturer at Birkbeck College in 1947 and was later
promoted as a reader, professor and professor of
Emeritus in Kings college Cambridge. He was a
fellow of Kings College of Cambridge from 1949-
55. Hobsbawm was conferred various prestigious
award like honorary fellow Kings College Cambridge
in 1973, Fellow of British Academy in 1978,
companion of honour in 1998, Ernst Block prize in
2000, Balzan prize in 2003, Honorary citizenship
from Vienna in 2008, Bochum History prize in 2008
etc. Eric Habsbawn was very active in politics. He
was associated with various political activities from
1931. He joined the young communist league of
Germany in Berlin and latter joined Communist Party
of Kings College, Cambridge in 1936-39. He was

an active member of the Communist Party historian
group of 1946-56 which included great historians
like Edward Thompson and Christopher Hill. He
supported the Soviet-German non aggression pact
signed between Hilter and Stalin in 1939. Then he
supported the aggression of the USSR towards
Finland but opposed the Soviet invasion of Hungary
which led most of its members to remove themselves
from the British Communist Party. Hobsbawn, among
his notable colleagues, remained in the party and
denounced the USSR crimes and abuses at the early
stage and characterized the Polish-Hungarian uprising
as revolts of workers and intellectuals against
Bourgeous and Pseudo Communist Political system.
Eric Hobsbawn has written extensively on
many subjects as one of Britain's most prominent
historian. The great achievement of Eric Habsbawn
was Trilogy which gave a new trend in historical
writing. As a Marxist historiographer he has focussed
on analysis of the dual revolution of Europe in
Trilogy. His Trilogy are— The Age of Revolution:
Europe 1789-1848 published in 1962, The Age of
Capital: 1848-1875 published in 1975 and The Age
of Empire: 1875-1914 published in 1987. James Joll
wrote in New York_review of books that Eric
Hobsbawm’s nineteenth century Trilogy is one of
the great achievement of historical writing in recent
decades. Besides Trilogy he has written more than
30 numbers of books. His other great works are-
Labour Turning point: Extracts from contemporary
Sources, Primitive Rebels: Studies in Archaic Forms

of Social Movement in the 19th and 20th centuries,
Pre Capitalist Economic formation, Industry and
Empire from 1750 to the present day, Bandits,
History of Marxism: Marxism in Marx’s day, Worlds
of Labour, Nation and Nationalism since 1780, Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels— The Communist
Manifesto, Interesting Times: A Twentieth century
life etc. His recent publications are— Globalization,
Democracy and Terrorism (2007), On Empire (2008)
and How to Change the World: Marx and
Marxism1840-2011(2011).

Hobsbawn begins with a consideration of how
we should think about Marxism in the post
communist era. The last book, How fo Change the
World, has discussed Marx’s political milieu, the
influence of his writing on the anti fascist decades,
cold war and post cold war period. This book
reconsiders Marx’s views and reasonms, his
significance in the history of ideas. The famous
journal Wall Street has given remarks on his recent
book this way- “Mr Hobsbawm admires are right
about his erudition. He possesses an encyclopedic
knowledge of Marxist thought, specially Italian
communism and pre Soviet socialist movements. But
that knowledge is wasted when used to write
untrustworthy history”. Outside of his academic
historical writings, Ninety five years old Habsbawn
has written regular column in various journals and
newspapers. The Spectator Journal recognized
Hobsbawn not only a great historian of Britain but
also a great historian of world still alive. B

*

Some Great Comments on Nature

% Look deep into nature and then you will understand everything better. — Albert Einstein

*

Nothing is more beautiful than the loveliness of the woods before sunrise. — George Washington

% Earth and sky, woods and fields, lakes and rivers, the mountain and the sea, are excellent
school masters and teach some of us more than we can ever learn from books. — John Lubbock

% There is a way that nature speaks, that land speaks. Most of the time we are simply not
patient enough, quite enough to pay attention to the story. — Linda Hogan.

%  Great things are done when men and mountains meet. This is not done by jostling in the

street. — William Blake
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GANDHIJI'S VIEW ON
POLITICS AND RELIGION

Rosy Deka, Department pol.sc. Asstt. Professor

Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation was
among those few political thinkers, who believed
that politics devoid of religion is dangerous for
mankind. They both should go hand in hand. Politics,
which means the principle and practice of governance
will reflect its true meaning only when it is blended
with religion. For him, both could not be separated
from each other and for healthy politics it is essential
that religion must be introduced in it. These two are
not two separate entities. He said,"I dont divide life
into watertight compertments. The life of a nation
like that of individual is an indivisible whole. For
me politics bereft of religilon are absolute dirt ever
to be shunned. Politics concern nations and that
which concerns the welfare of nations must be one
of the concerns of a man who is religiously inclined,
in other words a seeker after God and Truth.
Therefore, in politics also we have to establish the
kingdom of heaven. Emphasising the importance of
religion on man's life, Gandhiji said that man without
religion is man without roots. Therefore, religion is
the basis on which all life structure has to be created,
if life is to be real.

Su3 @l T8 (R FCAS SNCEABAL

However, the religion, which Gandhi talked
about, was not any so called orthodox religion. He
considered religion in a much broader sense. His
religion was a universal broader sense. His religion
was a universal religion. Gandhiji wrote in "Young
India", “for me there is no politics without religion-
not the religion of the superstitious and the blind,
religion that hates and fights, but the universal
religion of Toleration”. His religion was neither that
of the Hindu nor of the Muslim nor any other
communal religion but on the otherhand he meant a
universal religion based on truth, justice, love and
non-violence. He said, Truth is my God, non-violence
is the means of realising Him.”

Gandhiji was very much rational and practical
in his religious outlook. He said that religion should
be able to solve the problem's of life. As a Hindu
Gandhiji did not believe in the orthodox view of
God and had no faith in idol worship. For him
religion should be a way of life, not confine only to
some rituals and obligations. He said that everyone
of us must identify oneself with other human beings,
because God is within us. Truth and love are the

instruments which bind us to one another and to
God. Thus, religion for Gandhi did not consist of
worshiping God or reading a religious book, it
consisted of entire human activity. Religious life
meant identification with mankind. Like the ancient
rishis or sages, Gandhi regarded religion as self
relalisation as the striving of the human personality
to express itself in service, suffering and sacrifice.

Once an American journalist asked Gandhiji,
"is it possible that your activities may some day be
removed from the political field? "Perhaps you donot
know," replied Gandhiji "that I felt compelled to
come into the political field because 1 found that I
could not do even social work without touching
politics. I feel that political work must be looked
upon in terms of social and moral progress."

At another place Gandhiji said,"The life of
the million is my politics from which I dare not free
myself without denying my life-work and God.

Referring to his political Guru, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, Gandhiji said, "Mr. Gokhale taught me that
the dream of every Indian who claims to love his
country, should be not to glorify in language but to
spiritualise the political life of the country and the
political institutions of the country. Defining the
meaning spiritualisation of political life, he said, "I
think the political life must be an echo of private
life and that there cannot be any divorce between
the two. That is what Mr. Gokhale did. If he wanted
to shine, in the political field of his country, he did
so not in order that he might gain in public applause,

References:

but in order that his country may gain. He developed
every particular faculty in him not in order to win
praise of the world for himself, but in order that his
country might gain and that was his great inspiration.

In an artical titled"All for Thee", published in
"Young India" Gandhiji mentioned that public life
would be much purer than it is if we would do
everything in the name of the kings and not for self
but for posperity.

At another place Gandhiji said,"Our public
workers must set about the task of reforming the
society by reforming themselves first. This spirituz.il
weapon of self-purification intangible as it seem 1s
the most potent means for revolutionizing one's
environment and for loosening external shackles. So,
the first step should be to turn the search light
inward. What it requires is faith-an unshakable,
mountain like faith that flinches from nothing.

Emphasising the need of practice of n(?n—
violence in the political field, he said,"One may think
that non-violence has little scope in the face (?f
violence, whereas I make bold to say that in this
age of Atom bomb unadultrated non-violence is the
only force that can confound all tricks put together
of violence.

Thus, Gandhiji spiritualised politics and
liberalised religion and wanted to bring highest
welfare of the society and the state by blending
religion and politics. Infact, if his principle's are
followed in true spirit many of the problems faced
by the present day world can be solved amicably. B
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REGIONALISM IN RELATION TO NATIONAL
INTERATION: AN ANALYSIS

Ranjana Borah, Dept. of pol scince (HOD)

Introduction:

Regionalism has its own history in India. It has
been a phenomenon of Indian society and politics for
long. Emergence of regionalism in Indian politics can
be traced back to the pre-independent period. Regional
sentiments were there even during colonial period. In
fact regionalism continued to exist along with Indian
Nationalism. One of the important dimensions of
Indian nationalism was that it allowed the continuity
of regional aspirations. Thus the parallel emergence
of regional loyalty formed an intergral part of the
process of growth of Indian nationalism. Historically
the regional nationalism or regionalism as such in india
arose simultaneously with and indeed sometimes
predating pan indian nationalism.? Significantly the
existence of such sub-nationalism was hardly
considered as an obstacle towards the formation of
Indian nationalism. In fact, the national freedom
movement did not, at any time, adopt a negative
apporch towards regional sentiments; but committed
itself to the redistribution of the provinces on a
linguistic basis to make room for real unity, as against
the administrative unification brought about by the
exigencies and the compelling realities of alien rule.?

Regionalism is a complex concept. Different
meanings have been assigned to it by different
scholars. Many consider it as manifestation of an
intermediate state between administrative
decentralization and federalism. They advocate that
the politics of regionalism involves such diverse
problems of modern politocal and cultural life as those
of minorities, administrative decentralization, local

self-government, autonomy, the cult of homeland and
solgans such as ‘sons of the soil’ expressing locial
patriotism.*

Obviously regionalism is the manifestation of
particularizing of various socio-cultural groups which
is generated from a varity of factors, such as
geographical isolation, independent historical heritage,
racial, ethic or religious loyalties. Some western
scholars have identified regionalism as the ‘by-product
of modernization’. Regionalism is indeed a dynamic
and multi-dimensional concept. It encompasses geo-
physical, psychological, socio-cultural and politico-
economic variable, since all these components
cumulatively influance the grouth of regionalism. In
fact regionalism has both positive and negative
dimensions. From a positive angle, regionalism
connotes a quest for self-identity and self-fulfilment
on the part of a particular region vis-a-vis overall
national devlopment. Hence, the quest for regional
identity is not always antithetical to the process of
national building, Negatively regionalism reflect a
psyche of alienation from the national mainstream,
which originates due to excessive centralization and
the discriminative attitude of the ruling elites.®

Regionalism in simple terms can be regared as
loyalty of the people of a particular region towards
their narrow identity problems. Regionalism is often
a product of the existence of a strong centre in a
country. Though regionalism, like nationalism, is
associated with territory, it is a psychological
phenomenon. Regional grows when the people
inhabiting a particular region inside a nation state
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feel that they are bound together by ties which are
distinct from and stronger than the bonds which link
them to other sections of the people living outside the
region.

National intergration is a very wide concept.
There are many ways of defining it. According to
Myron Weiner, the concept of integration covers a
vast range of human relationship and attitudes— the
integration of diverse and discreet cultural identities
and the devlopment of a sense of nationality, the
integration of political units into a territorial
framework with a government which can exercise
authority, the integration of the rulers and the ruled,
the integration of the citizen into a common political
process, and finally the integration of individuals into
organizations for purposive activities.

In India, the process of national-building is
still not yet over. In fact, there are many challenges
to national integration in lindia. It is pertinent to look
into regionalism from that angle. The present paper
is an attempt to analyse regionalism with the
perspective of national integration in mind.

Statement of the p-blem:

The unity*and integrity of india is being
challenged by many forces and factors. Achieving
national integration is still a distant dream as there
are a lot of challenges. Regionalism in some parts of

India is also creating problems in the process of
national integration.

Objectives of the study:

No study can be meaningful in the absence of
clearly defined objectives. The following objectives
are formulated for the purpose of the study:

L To have clear idea about regionalism in the
context of india; :

ii.  To analyse the issues involved for growth of
regionalism;

iii.  To examine regionalism in the light of national
intergration.

Methodology:

The present study is based basically on
secondary data. Historical analytical and descriptive
methods are used for the study. While undertaking

the work, books and journals are referred to get
sufficient data. Previous studies in the same area are
also frequently used to acquire knowledge on the issues
involved. Internet is also browsed to collect data
meterial for the study.

Review of literature:

Literature is an important source of knowledge
in any field. A survey of related literature constitutes
an integral part of any study. It helps in identifying
the important aspects, collecting necessary information
so on and so forth. In the present study, books, journals
and articles on related aspects have to be reviewed.

Speaking about Indian regionalism. Bipan
Chandra (India after Independence, Penguin books,
2000) commented that the demand for a separate state
or autonoums region within an existing state or
devolution of power should not be considered as
regionalist unless it put forward in a spirit of hostility
to the rest of population of a state. If the interest of
state or region are asserted against the country as a
whole or against another region or state in a hostile
manner and conflict is promoted on the basis of such
alleged interests, it can be dubbed as regionalism.

Achin Banaik (The painful Transition:
Bourgeois Democracy in india, verso, London,1990)
discussed different aspects and trends of regionalism
in India. He pointed out two dimensional nature of
regionalism and analysed the factors involving these.

In politics of regionalism in North East India.
Vikash, Delhi,1998, Girin Phukan tried to highlight
the issues relationg to the growth of regional
sentiments in this region in particular and the country
as a general. However the main emphasis is on the
North East regional sentiments are very strong due to
various historical, cultural and socio-economic factors.

Sudipta Kabiraj (Politics of India, OUF,
2003) also deal with regionalism in his study and
tried to throw light on some of the aspects of it. Paul
Brass (politics of india since indipendence,
Cambrige,2001), LS Gossah (Regional Political
Parties in North East India, Omsons, Delhi, 1992),
Myron Weiner (Sons of the soil: Migration and Ethnic
conflict in India, Princeton, New Jersy, 1978) are
some other very useful literature on the topic.
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Regionalism vis-a-vis national intergration in India:
Regionalism is not a new phenomenon to Indian
political system. In the colonial period, it was often
promoted by the British and they delibrately
encouraged the people of various regions to think in
terms of their region rather than the nation as a whole,
with a view to maintain their hold over india.
Moreover it is also a fact that before the advent of
the British, there was no concept of India as a nation
as such, It was the British who occupied different
territories at different points of time and intergrated
those into a single administrative unit or a nation. So
regional sentiments could not be ignored even by the
leaders of the freedom struggle. They tried to integrate
regional sentiments with Indian nationalism as a
whole. They always adopted a policy of
accommodation rather than that of confrontation.

After independenence the leaders tried to foster
a feeling among the people that they belong to one
nation. The framers of the constitution sought to
achieve this by introducing single citizenship, a unified
Judiciary, All India Services and strong central
government. However, in view of the vastness of the
country and different cultures, diversities and the like,
regionalism made its apperance in India.®

The first vague manifestation of regionalism
was the demand for reorganisation of states on
linguistic basis. However the most effective
manifestation of regionalism was the Dravidian
movment in south India specially in Tamil Nadu.
Initially the central leadership considered it as a
peripheral political factor and hence did not pose any
threat to national unity.

However due to various factors, regionalism
continued to grow stronger and has spread over a
large area. The Akali movement resulted in growth of
regionalism in Punjab. There was National conference
in Jammu and Kasmir. Andhra also witnessed
emergence of strong regional forces in the form of
Telegu Desham in 1980s. Siv-sena in Maharastra was
there for several decades. Now there is another strong
group Maharastra Navanirman Sena. The North East
India also fell in the line. Many regional parties have
emerged in this region too. In fact regionalism has
reached stronger support in this part of the country

6. Note
7. Note
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than ever before.

The Indian National Congress which enjoyed
monopoly of power between 1947-1967 followed a
policy of blowing hot and cold towards regional forces.
It accommodated the regional forces when was
convenient and raised against those when contradicted
its goals and interests. In the process a close link
devloped between central and regional leadership
which greatly encouraged the growth of regionalism.

Regionalism has two aspects. On one hand, it
is centrifugal tendency. It opposes loyalty to the nation
state with narrower loyalty to the region. In its extreme
from, it becomes a negation of nationalim. It becomes
antagonistic to and subversive of the national entity.
It may aim at dismemberment of the nation state with
a view to achieving for the region the status of a
svereign state. This is happening in some parts of
India like Jammu and Kashmir, North East etc. In a
form of administrative autonomy, regionalism is an
integrative force. while fostering loyalty for region, it
opposes sub regional tendencies.

The reasons for growth of regionalism in India
is not far to seek. Over centralization and the failure
of national gvernment to accommodate various
regional aspirations of differenfe}f’ﬁi_ons and groups
contributed to its growth. Regionalism has also
become a strong force due to continuous neglect of
some regions and areas by successive national
governments. For example, in Assam and North East,
there is a feeling of stepd motherly attitude of centre.”
Regional problems arise only where there is
combination of two or more such factors as
geographical isolation, indepandent historical tradition,
racial, ethnic or religious peculiarities and local
economic or class interest. It may be distinguished
from nationalism in that later involves loyalty to a
wider group transcending the parochial attachment to
the region.

After indepandence, regionalism has assumed
different forms in different parts of India. In its
extreme from, it has appeared in the demand for
secession from the country generating centrifugal
forces. It is certainly a threat to national integration.
But it also has many other forms like demand for
separate state, autonomy within a state, more powers

to the states and regions etc. in these forms,
regionalism can not be considered as opposed of
national integration.

Aggressive form of regionalism finds expression
in the hostile attitude of the people of a state or region
against the migrants from other states. In some states in
India, this parochial feeling is so intense that migrant
communities from other states are regarded as therats
and therefore being subject to torture and opposed. The
sons of the soil vs. outsiders debate has surfaced in all
plural societies from time to time across the world and
India is definitely no exception to it. Such incidents
laced with regionalist overtones have invariably been
seen in many parts of the country, often with sanguinary
consequences.?

However, regionalism is not always a threat to
national integration. On the contrary, it has contributed
towards nation building on many occasions. Since India
is a vast country with wide diversities, it is not possible
for the central government to fulfill and reflect all regional
aspirations. These got expressed through regional forces.
Moreover, the national political parties are often too
busy with larger issuse and local issuse and problems
hardly get desired importance in their agenda.
Regionalism has been a key to such expression and
assertion. By accommodating regional sentiments, the
regional forces are contributing to nation building.
Otherwise there would have been more separatist
tendencies among people. In recent years, India is passing
through a phase of coalition politics. Regional forces
and parties are equally taking part in the governance
and providing stability to the political system. Existence
of regionalism has also made central government and
national political parties more responsive to problems
and issues of different regions. Thus it can be said that
healthy regionalism can contribute to national integration
instead of challenging it.

Concluding observations:

A close analysis of the process of regionalism
shows two contradictory trends. On one hand, regional
political forces are contributing to stabilizing coalition
and governments at a time when no party is in a
position to get majority alone in Lok Sabha. By

providing rooms for fulfillment of regional aspirations,
it is adding to the nation building process. Regionalism
parcticed by Dravidian parties in present Tamil Nadu,
TDP.in Andhra Pradesh, Akali Dal in Punjab, National
Conference and PDP in Jammu and Kashmir, Asom
Gana Parishad in Assam can not be considered as
deterimental to national integration. On the other hand,
as a centrifugal force, regionalism has created
separatist tendencies in some parts of the country.
Some elements in some parts of India are promoting
and practicing such regional sentiments. These are
certainly creating serious threat to national integration.
A section of people in the state like Jammu and
Kashmir, North Eastern state are harboring such
separatism which is posing threat to unity and
intergrity of the nation. Even within the country, by
promoting parochial and preferential attitude, it may
contribute to divisive politics as can be noticed in
Mabharastra by elements of MNS. ‘

Since India is a plural society with dn.rerse
religion, language, dialect and geographical div.lsoﬂ,
a strong centre with too much emphasis on natlol_lal
unity has given wrong signal to diverse groups. With
limited scope to their sentiments and aspirations, these
groups often have to rely on regional forces to felt
their voices heard. |

To mitigate the challenges posed by parochial
and separatist regionalism, there should be balance_d
economic devlopment in the country. When there 1s
economic devlopment, parochial tendencies are bound
to reduce.

Moreover healthy regionalism should not be
confused with negative regionalism and a feeling of
appereciation and accommodation must be there. The
positive contribution of healthy to regionalism must be
acknowledged.

The federal structure of India should be reviewed
and reformed in order to be more accommodative to
sentiments and aspirations of thousands of ethnic,
religious and linguistic groups. It has to be remembered
that peace and prosperty of different states and regions
are not against larger national interest. In fact it can
promote national integration and contribute to overall
national progress and devlopment. H

8.  Bhambri, CP (1975), Contemporary Framework of Comparative Politics: A Critique, in Indian Journal of Political Science, Vol. XXXV,

No. 4, P. 425.
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SOCIAL CHANGE AND VALUE:
AN OVERVIEW

Sanchita Bora, Asst. Prof., Dept of Philosophy, Nowgong Girls’ College

(1)

Society and social life is natural to man. Man
is equipped to live in society both biologically and
psychologically. To be human is to be social.
Generally, society is used to mean the totality of
human relations. An individual can not achieve what
he wants to be outside any society. ‘Society’ is about
how people organize and conduct their lives. “Man is
a unique creature in the evolutionary process and
society a distinctive achievement.”

(II)

Value: Men do not stop with a factual view of their
experience. Explicitly or implicitly they are persistently
regarding things as good or bad, as true or false as
virtues or vices. Values serve as criteria for selection
in action, judgment, preference and choice. “We cannot
think that objects of the world, persons, events and
actions are value-free. Value is a logically prior
concept, and as such incapable of definition.”

What may be the exact meaning of value; it is
a source of much misunderstanding. But, nobody can
deny that value is the very framework of the world.
Most commonly, values are the basis upon which an
individual will choose one course rather than another,
judged as better or worse, right or wrong.They
symbolize the generally accepted and acceptable code
of human behaviour, certain principles and standards
which guide and influence the conduct of individuals
and ultimately of the community. Values serve as the
authorities in the name of which choices are made
and action is taken. We all know that values are
goals set for achievements and they motivate, define
and colour all our activities,

“The core of the social system, its very soul, is
the system of ideals of value.” Values are ideals that

guide or qualify our personal conduct and the
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interaction with others. They help us to conduct our
life in a meaningful way. “Values are the desirable
end states which act as a guide to human endeavour
or the most general statements of legitimate ends which
guide social action.”™

(III)

Social Changes: Heraclitus is the earliest and best
known ancient Greek philosopher who emphasized the
primacy of change. “Change is such an evident feature
of social reality that any social scientific theory
whatever its conceptual starting point must sooner or
later address it.””® Change is a central feature of human
social existence. Social change is a very basic term. It
remains central question for all classical founders of
sociology. Issues of change and stability have been
occupying the minds of great social thinkers since
earlier times. Auguste Comte, the father of sociology
has divided his system of theory into two separate
parts: social statics and social dynamics. To Comte,
the study of social statics, that is, of the conditions
and preconditions of social order, was inevitably linked
to the study of social dynamics, which he equated with
human progress and evolution. Social static focuses
on how order is maintained in the society and social
dynamic focuses on how society changes over time.

Social change is a twig of sociology, but it
involves political science, economics, history,
anthropology and many other social sciences. Social
change refers to an alteration in the structure, a change
in the nature of social institutions, social behaviours
and social relations of a society. In other words, social
change is the transformation of culture and social
organization and structure over time which may be
driven by cultural, religious, economic, scientific or
technological forces. It may refer to the notion of
social progress or socio-cultural evolution; to a

paradigmatic change in the socio-economic structure,
and also to social revolution.

“The basic concept of social change involves

three ideas: 1. difference, 2. at the different temporal
moments and 3. between states of the same system.”
We are aware that society is never static; social,
political, economic and cultural changes occur
constantly. Social change, in the broadest sense, is
any change in social relations. It is an ever-present
phenomenon in any society. But “the subject was
born in the nineteenth century as an attempt to
comprehend the fundamental transition from
traditional to modem society, the rise of the urban,
industrial, capitalist order.”’
. “The most striking feature of contemporary life
1s the revolutionary pace of social change. Never
before have things changed so fast for so much of
mankind. Everything is affected; art, science, religion,
morality, education, politics, the economy, family life,
even the inner aspect of our lives- nothing has
escaped” (Lenski and Lenski, 1974:3).® The main
causes of social change are the cultural, technological,
biological, demographical, environmental, and
psychological and so on.

We are not going to cite the list of specific
changes those have been taking place in our society
and also their sources or origination. Even to the
f:asual €ye, we are able to notice innumerable changes
1n our society. An important feature of social change
1s that the each and every change is open to be
considered as positive as well as negative, constructive
as well as destructive, optimistic as well as pessimistic.

(IV)
Social Change and Value: Social change is a

structural transformation of political, social and -

economic systems and institutions to create a more
equitable and just society. It is a universal phenomenon
and it occurs in every society. Technically said that
social change refers to an alteration in the social
order of a social group or society; a change in the
nature, social institutions, social behaviours or social
relations of a society. As we know change is inevitable
and it takes place in all fields. The term ‘social change’
is often used to describe variations or modifications
of any respect of social process, social patterns, social

interaction or social organization.

Again, values are rooted in human historicity.
They are to be experienced and created by the
individual. They are embodied in social activities,
relationships and institutions. Social values are
principles that indicate how one relates meaningfully
to others in social situations, including those involving
family, friends, and co-workers. Values reside in the
situation, in the field in which an individual
participates. Our values are derived from the social
environment in which we live and work. Value
formation takes place under the impact of current
societal and institutional demands. In this way they
are important for understanding various changing
socio-psychological phenomena.

Today, man’s innovative spirit has made the
world small by unifying it in varieties of ways. The
new global transformation has lent a distinctive
existence to man. He has been assured material well
being in all spheres. The most prominent character -of
contemporary life is the revolutionary haste of SOCIE'iI
change. Man’s perception of the world, as well as his
attitudes towards life has also been changed. Deep
rooted changes in mass worldwide are reshaping
economic, political and social life. Now we live in a
new age of science and technology, At the age of
super-growth of industry and technology, we can not
discard technical knowledge. But, technological
progress very often introduces wider and deeper social,
psychological and cultural issues which invite misery
and destruction. Sometimes technique withou.t
understanding leads to enmity and ruthlessness. So 1t
is commonly believed that advancement of scienc:e
and technology leads to collapse of values. It 1S
observed that misconceived notion of modernity and
rapid growth of science and technology and subsequent
industrialization have caused a great threat and danger
to our old morals and values.

It is assumed that changes in our present society
are unhealthy or they very often threaten the society
by many problems. The traditional system and
structures seem incapable to contend with present
social problems. The supposition that we are in a
period of social disintegration affects the conception
of good (good man, good conduct, good education
etc.). Values in conflict are also a common social
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happening. The alarming problems- of society incl}xde
problems like racism, war, sexism, poverty, pollutpn,
exploitation, crime, corruption, population explosion,
unemployment, illiteracy, inadequate health care,
global warming, energy shortage etc. are somehow
believed to be the result of social change and
subsequent value degradation. _

Variant social happenings affect economic
growth, political strategy, environmental concern,
religious distress, etc. “Social changes 1S tlr?e
transformation in the organization of society ar.ld 12
patterns of thoughts and behaviour over tm?e
(Macionis, 1987:638).° Accordingly, we notice
changes in values. In fact, social changes reshape
values and in return emerging values also restructure
social changes. Values are more fundamental than
attitudes and opinions and exert greater influence on
human and social behaviour. Values are the keys for
better understanding of social changes. Thgy_ play an
important role in legitimating social, political "‘f”d
economic institutions and practices. Values are ll?(e
variables for the enhanced approaching of SOFlal
stability and change. “Society is a changing med‘lum
of creation and expression of his deep seated desires,
values and aspirations™°

Social change incorporate cultural changes,
changes due to conflict and tension, changes promoted
by the need of adaptation and environmenfal factors,
economic and political changes, demographic f:hanges,
technological and educational changes, religious and
spiritual changes etc. On the other hand, \'zalues and
beliefs have decisive impact on shaping social c%lange.
Ideas and values can cause change or bé barriers to
change, can be barriers at one time or promo.te change
at another time. “All values, ideals and virtues are
connected with man’s sensitiveness t0 his ever-
expansive, total environment ....”"! Interrelation among
the elements of society and functions of these elements
are guided by prevalent values. But, these val_ues
have no meaning without any reference to society
with all its ups and downs. Social changes often
generate controversy and at that moment values are
the only therapy to meet those matters.

(V)

Much has been written and spoken about the
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rapid rate of change that is characterizing our society.
Nations around the world are experiencing dramatic
shifts in their political, economic and social structures.
Society is constantly in motion. It is viewed no longer
a rigid structure or system; it is a soft meadow of
relationships. We live in an era of striking social
change. Moment after moment a man is confronted
with new situations and problems. Even the
sociological approaches to social change also have
been changing.

A person has the capacity for reflective self
evaluation. In the true sense “Values are generated
mainly from our purposes, aspirations, beliefs,
attitudes, feelings, interests, convictions etc. having
close link with society and environment around us.”"
There are some values which change according to the
social change. New values may evolve from the fresh
experiences of the individual in the form of concepts
and principles. In examining, analyzing and
understanding and more generally in evaluating society
we should connect social phenomena to these values.
Values are important for social equilibrium. They have
relative permanence and universality in comparison
to change. In due course new set of values arises.
“Our values do not change; but the ways and means
of expressing them do”."? Actually, new settings and
new contents of value arise.

All values adopted by men create exclusivity
in human beings as these values are different for
every society and indeed for every man. The values
most often are the source of conflicts in the world as
every person or nation believes strongly in their values
as right. Some of them are non-permanent and
transient which change with time and space. The
values of the present generation are not exactly same
as the values of the previous generation. Yet there 1S
some ingredient in all values that never changes- It
has remained same in long years of human evolution.
These are called spiritual values (like love,
compassion, justice, truth etc). It is the nature of the
man to imbibe these values irrespective of his religion,
race, culture or nationality. These values are SO
universal that all human beings seem to understand it
without being taught. The moral worth of a society 8
reflected in the values it cherishes, the ideals it pursues
and its sincerity in upholding them.

“To whatever area, field or job we may belong
to we cannot escape values”.' Valuation plays an
important role in man’s social living. Beliefs and
attitudes of a society are reflected on values. In a society,
values are ideals that guide or qualify ones (individual’s)
personal conduct and interaction with others. Values
serve as straits of communication and rational
discussion among members of a society. It is the value-

system which has been attempting an integration and

harmonization of the personal and social aspects of

human life. Values reflect both the actual state of society
and its aspirations. Values are always at the foundation
of our policies and procedures of a particular situation.
The ‘quality of life’ or the ‘standard of life is determined
by the perpetual values of man and society. They must
be regarded as interdependent processes in a complete
configuration. For harmonious functioning of society

values are conceived with reference to needs and
changes. ®
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TOP 7 EMPOWERMENT QUOTATIONS FOR WOMEN

e “It doesn’t matter who you are, or where you came from. The ability to triumph begins with you.

Always.” ~ Oprah Winfrey

e “The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any.”

~Alice Walker

e “Courage is like a muscle. We strengthen it with use.” ~Ruth Gordon

e “There came a time when the risk to remain tight in the bud was more painful than the risk it took

to blossom.” ~Anais Nin

e “You may be disappointed if you fail, but you are doomed if you don’t try.” ~Beverly Sills

e “It’s not what you call me, but what I answer to.” ~African proverb

e “You take your life in your own hands, and what happens? A terrible thing: no one to blame.”

~Erica Jong
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RELEVANCE OF GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY
IN 21ST CENTURY

Fahmin Akhtar, T.D.C. 3rd Year, Department of Philosophy

Mahatma Gandhi is called the father of the
nation. He is considerd as the icon of Indian freedom
struggle, social justice, peace and communal
harmony. His principles were mainly based on Truth
and Non-violence. Most of his ideas and concepts
were formed out of the influence of the scriptures of
different religions. Being a practical idealist, Gandhi
translated these great ideas into new and innovative
techniques and methods. He applied Satyagraha (non-
violent direct action) as a unique way to fight against
colonial rule. He had also the grand vision of
Sarvodaya (welfare of all) which made him unique
among the great revolutionaries. Removal of
untouchability, khadi movmement, village industries,
village sanitation, basic education, adult education,
upliftment of women etc. are some distinctive and
constructive programmes initiated by Gandhi.

Some of the most predominant issues of the
present day world are poverty widening gap between
rich and poor, environmental degradation, religious
fundamentalism, war, terrorism and drastic shift in
culture, values and life styles. These isuse are the
outcome of the present form of globalization which
is the corollary of earlier forms of colonialism since
both have many similar characters and certain
predominant attributes. Though these issues and
problems appear unique, different and complex the
main causes behind these are generated by greed for
wealth and consumption and the ambitions to
dominate others. Gandhi encountered colonialism and
its varied impacts in the fields like political,
economic, social, cultural and religious during his
life time by applying various ideas, philosophies,
programmes, techniques, methods and strategies.
Though these ideals and techniques of him were
experimented and used on various occasions and
contexts, they require updation and modifications to
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fit them to changing context for gaining currency
and relevance in encountering the contemporary and
future world order.

According to Gandhi, truth and non-violence
are the two sides of the same coin. Truth is the end
and non-violence is the means.The non-violence
principle of Gandhi philosophy may include some
points like: non-killing, non-injuring, love, peaceful
resolution and conflict and also environment
protection.

Another concept that is proposed by Gandhi
is trusteeship. He argues that trusteeship provides a
means of transforming the present capitalist order of
sociefy into an egalitarian one. It gives no quarter to
capitalism, but gives the persent owning class a
chance of reforming itself. It is based on the faith
that human nature is never beyond redemption. It
does not recognize any right of private ownership of
property except so far as it may be permitted by
society for its own welfare. It does not exclude
legislative regulation of the ownership and use of
wealth. An individual will not be free to hold or use
his selfish satisfaction or disregard the interests of
society, proposed to fix a decent minimum living
wage, the character of production will be determined
by social necessity and not by personal whim or
greed.

We are presently here to discuss Gandhian
values, and their relevance in the 21st century. At
this juncture, 1 would like to say that, there are
some values of behaviour that can never become
irrelevant, no matter what the scenario, and no matter
what the century. Let us find out what are the basic
values which we call as Gandhian. What are these
values, which were relevant in the beginning of the
20th century, and have lost their hue in the 21st
century. These values were, simplicity, merging with

the common man, non-violence and prayer. As far study their utility in the present century.

as these values are concerned not even the hardest Today if we all decide to be the followers of
of criminals will call any of the bad or irrelevant. Gandhi's principles which are based on truth, non-
But, the main point is that, can we follow these violence etc, we will all be happier and will understand
values in today's scenario? However there should that these values of Gandhiji are not for with true spirit
not be any problem in following at least some of particular. Such sterling qualities will always be

these values if not all of them. Now, let us take relevant but with a rejoinder that, all of us follow them
each of these above mentioned values and try to just as. W

Inspiring Quotations of Mahatma Gandhi

Gandhi brought peace to India by using non-violent civil disobedience. Also he inspired other revolutions
thrm.lghout the world. Gandhi is definitely a hero to many. Gandhi had died by assassination. Almost all
pubh.c figures who promote peace are assassinated. In 1883, Gandhi was thirteen years old he became
married to Kasturbai Makhanji who was the age of fourteen. Their first child together only lived a few
days, aftex:wards Gandhi and his wife went on to have four children. Gandhi paved the way for peace and
gave his life to do it. He has'many inspiring quotes and definitely is worth reading them.

The name "Gandhi" is synonymous with peace and non-violence. His epic struggle to bring together the

people o.f India in t_heir search for sovereignty is unparalleled. This great man's wisdom and foresight are
compelling. On this page, you will find some of the most powerful Gandhi quotes.

| The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.

| What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans, and the homeless, whether the mad destruction
1s wrought under the name of totalitarianism or the holy name of liberty and democracy?

0 The only tyrant I accept in this world is the still voice within.

| It may be long before the law of love will be recognised in international affairs. The machineries of
government stand between and hide the hearts of one people from those of another.

I Assoonaswe lose the moral basis, we cease to be religious. There is no such thing as religion
over-riding morality. Man, for instance, cannot be untruthful, cruel or incontinent and claim to
have God on his side.

| There is more to life than simply increasing its speed.

| We must be the change we wish to see.

| The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.

| The moment there is suspicion about a person's motives, everything he does becomes tainted.

|

Suffering cheerfully endured, ceases to be suffering and is transmuted into an ineffable joy.l
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PANCHAYATI

RAJ SYSTEM

Susmita Bathari, T.D.C. 2nd Semester

The beginning of Panchayati system are to be
found in the principle of local taxation for local
purpose.This principle is embodied in Regulation 13
of 1813 which says that those who congregate
together for any purpose and theory make it necessary
to make special arrangment for the protection of
their life and property must pay for the maintenance
of police.

While the name of Mahatma Gandhi is
continued to be used by the ruling congress party
for gathering traditional political support, the concept
of Panchayati Raj did not find favour of the
constituent assembly. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had
earlier dismissed the idea of Gram Raj as irrelevant
in his correspondence with Gandhiji. It says that
state shall take steps to organize village panchayat
and endow them with such power and authority as
may be necessary to enable them to function as
units of self government.

The Panchayati Raj progamme was introduced
in the late 1950's and 60's. But it was in a very
diluted form, with quite inadequate power for self
government, as also for developmental work conferred
on local ‘bodies. Hence Mehta report of 1978
recommended about decision making from the local
level and giving ‘policy implementation to bodies
dominated by offical at the district level.

OBJECT OF PANCHAYATI RAJ:

The credit for launching the Panchayati Raj
institution must go to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who,
despite considerable doubt and cynicism gave whole
hearted support to the decision of democratic
decentralization. The main objectives of the
Panchayati Raj have been enunciated as under:

i) To provide a broad base to democracy in the
country by transferring powers from the centre
and the states through districts and blocks to
the villages.

sa8 @ T8 (BRIET! FCETS S

ii) To enable the people to participate in
democracy in a more effective way and thus
provide the much needed training ground for
future leadership in the country.

iii)  To develop a sense of community feeling, self-
reliance and initiative among the village people.

iv) To provide to the weaker sections of the
community an opportunity to participate in
the management of rural affairs.

v)  To bring the central and state ministries and
development department of district into the
rural picture.

vi) It also aimed at ensuring quicker acceptance
of new ideas in the country side.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE
DECENTRALIZATION COMMISSION:

It was the commission that laid much stress
on the importance of fostering village panchayat.
The commission came to the conclusion that the
success of the effort hitherto made to introduce the
system of self governance was largely due to the
fact that it was built from the bottom.

The commission was aware of the several
dificulties like the division of soceity into sevaral
castes in the village, and the dominance of the landed
aristocracy which the panchayat system had to face.
But it pleaced that a beginning should be made by
giving certain limited powers to the panchayat in
those villages where the circumstances were more
favourable by reason of homogeneity, natural
intelligence and freedom from internal feuds.

The Local Self Government Act,1915
embodied these principles. But the village panchayat
system established under the Act of 1915, however,
encountered a number of difficulties. The village
which were regarded as units for the purpose of
local self government were not suitable for the
purpose. Each cadastral village was not a

homogenous unit but a collection of hamlets.

CONCLUSION:

We have, so far traced the development of
local self government in this country during the last
one hundred and fifty years. During this period there
has been tremendous development.

ITS SYSTEM:

The three tier system of Panchayat Raj,
consisting of Gram Panchayat, Panchayati Samities
and Zilla Parishad is in existence in the state of
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar (in only eight district)out of
31 districts, Gujrat, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and in the union
territories of Arunachal Pradesh and Chandigarh.

The two tier system, consisting of Gram
Panchayat and Panchayati Samiti is in operation in
the states of Assam, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Orissa. In Assam there are Gaon
Panchayat at the village level and Mohkuma Parishad
at the sub-divisional level. The Zilla Parisad were
abolished in the states of the Haryana and Orissa.

Gram Panchayat, the first tier in the
Panchayati Raj system are functioning in all the
states and union territories except in Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and Pondichery.
The number of village covered by the Gram
Panchayat in the country was 5.61 lakh. That is,
about 94.7 per cent (1975) of the total numbers of
villages in the country. That is, each Gram Panchayat
covers an average 2.5 village. Thus, the coverage is
the highest in Assam (26.7) followed by Orissa
(12.2). The lowest was in Gujrat.

The second tier in the Panchayati Raj system

References:
1. Local self-Government in India, Vivenkyata Rao,
Niru Hzarika

2. Indian Government and politics, S.L. Sikyri

is generally known as Panchayati samiti. It is also
known by different names, Janapada Panchayat in
Madhya Pradesh, Khseten Samiti in U.P, Panchayat
Union in Tamil Nadu and Anchalik parishad in West
Bengal. It is functioning in the states of U.P, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujrat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and West-Bengal,
Arunachal Pradesh and Chandigarh. The total number
of Panchayat Samities in existence in 1975 was
4,018. The average number of Gram panchayat per
Panchayati Samiti at the all India level are 80-55.

The Zilla Parishads are usually set up at the
district level except in Assam and Tamil Nadu where
these are at the sub-divisional level and the
development district level. In Assam it is called
Mahkuma parisad and in Tamil Nadu district
development council which is an advisory body with
no executive power.

The zilla parisad well functioning in the state
of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujrat, Maharastra,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and
Chandigarh. In Himachal Pradesh only 12 Zilla
Parishads have been constituted. They were abolished
in Haryana. The total number of Zilla Parishad in
the country was 230 in 1975. The average numbers
of panchayati samitis per Zilla Parishad was 17.

However, it will be inadvisable and unwise to

.think with the constitution to provide for three tier

federal structure consisting of the union, the states
and the district in the name of democratic,
decentralisation. Thus, the concept of district
government will not lead to "decentralisation" but to
"disintegration". H
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INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY

Alpana Brahma, TDC 3rd year, Dept. of Philosophy

Man is a social animal. He lives in social
groups. Human life and society go together. Man
can not live without society. Society has become an
essential condition for human life to arise and to
continue. The relationship between individual and
society is one of the profound problems of social
philosophy. It is more philosophical rather than
sociological because it involves the question of
values. Man depends on society. It is in the society
that an individual is surrounded and encompassed
by culture, a societal force. It is in the society again
that he has to conform to the norms, and become
members of groups. Thus, the relationship between
individual and society is intimate.

There are various theories about the
relationship between individual and society, Among
them Individualism, Collectivism or Socialism,
Organism and Idealism or Group-mind theory are
important. Individualism puts much emphasis on the
individual than society. According to this theory
society consists of several independent members or
individuals and as such society is a2 mechanical and
artificial institution. Collectivism or Socialism is
opposite to individualism. It puts much emphasis on
society than the individual. According to this theory
man cannot exist without society though society can
exist without man. Again, according to the organic
theory, the relation between individual and society is
organic and not mechanical. This theory maintains
that society is a living organism like human body.
Human body is made up of innumerable cells, The
members of society are the cells of the society.
Idealism or Group mind theory, on the other hand
puts that social relation is neither mechanical nor
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artificial nor organic, it is spiritual. Society is an
organization of free self conscious spirits. Man is a
social being. His higher self is his social self. The
self realization of man is possible only in and through
society.

But the individualistic and the socialistic theories
advocate extreme views and as such are unaceptable.
Individualistic theory refuses to attach any importance
to the role of society. According to socialistic theory,
society is all important and individual has no right of
his own. In the former theory society is sacrificed at
the alter of individualism, which in the latter theory
the individual is sacrificed at the alter of society. On
the other hand, the organic theory drags to far the
analogy between a living organism and society. The
group mind theory is not also above criticism. But,
one may blend the organic theory with the group
mind theory. Society is not an artificial or physical
unity as that existing between the stones of a building
or the parts of a clock. Society is neither an organic
nor synthetic unity as that of the cells of the body or

“the atoms of a molecule which are merged in the

whole, In reality, the individual cannot live at all
without the company of his fellowmen nor can he
devlop his personality without their help. But even
when he is communicating and living with his fellow
men he has a life of his own which is distinct from
the lives of other men. Gisbert rightly says,"social
values are in the last resort personal values. Even
those qualities or powers which belong to society as
such are realized only in its members present or future;
for the life of society has no meaning except as an
expression of the lives of the individuals."H

GLOBAL WARMING

Shahina Nasrin, T.D.C. st Year, 2nd semister

Every day, when the sun's rays reach earth, a
group of gases called greenhouse gases (water
vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide) trap
a part of the heat and keep our planet warm enough
for us to survive. Absence of greenhouse gases would
mean that earth would be 30° colder,— too cold for
most species. However, if the level of these gases in
the atmosphere increase, they will absorb more heat
and make Earth too hot for us to live. Pollution,
razing forests, burning fossil fuels like coal and
petrol, increases the level of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere and this causes global warming. Global
warming will result in unexpected and increased
rainfall, floods, storms, heatwaves and droughts.
Countries like Spain and France will become very
hot and therefore inhabitable. In India within the
next three decades, rapid melting of the Himalayan
glaciers will cause increased flooding. As the glaciers
melt and reduce in size, flood will be followed by
acute water shortage and even drought. Change in
precipitation patterns will effect agriculture and the
world's food supply. Our every action, right from
switching on washing machines, electric stoves, radio
sets, music systems, computers to using refrigerators
add to global warming. So, our every day actions
have far reaching consequences. It determines whether
life on Earth will flourish or perish.

But one thoughtful action or a simple change
in our habit will go a long way in saving our planet.
For example-

(i)  An air condition (2.5 tonne) used for an hour
generating 3kg of CO,. If we go without air
conditioning for an hour a day, the realease
of 3x365=1095 kg of CO, into the atmosphere
per year can be prevented.

i)  Using a microwave oven for an hour generates
1.3 kg of CO,. If we eat food without using
microwave to heat it just for one hour a week,
we can stop the release of 1.3x52 (number of

iii)

vi)

vii)

weeks in a year)=67.6kg of CO, into the
atmosphere per year.

Using a geyser for an hour generates 3.3 kg
of CO,. If we cut down the use of the geyser
by just one hour a day, we can stop the release
of 3.3x365=1204 kg of CO, in to the
atmosphere annually.

One dripping tap in a house wastes 13 litres
of water in a single day. Therefore the wastage
of water in a year=13x365=4745 litres of
water. :

On an average a person who lets the tap run
while brushing teeth wastes about 7 litres of
water. If 1.13 billion Indians (the estimated
population as on March 2008) change this
habit, we could save 1.13 billionx7 litres=7.91
billion litres of water in just a day.

If we avoid eating meat once a week for a
year than we could save up to 32 kilogrames
of grain and 151600 litres of water in a year.
Grain production requires transportation and
clearing of forests for farming. Deforestation
means more CO, in the atmosphere.
Transportation requires burning of fossil fuels.
Compact fluorescent lamps or CFLs use one
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third the electricity used by regular bulbs. If
every family in India replace regular light
bulbs with CFLs, 10,000 mw (a unit of power
equal to one million watts) of power could be
saved. Energy used for our daily needs of
electricity comes from burning fossil fuels.
Using less power means lower emission of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

viii) Recycling paper uses 90% less water and 50%
less energy than to manufacture new paper. It
also produces 36% CO,.

ix) Using one litre of petrol (octane) produces

transport, will save at least two litres of petrol
a week. This will stop the release of
2.17%x2x52=225.68kg of CO, into the
atmosphere annually..

x)  The estimated population of India on March
2008 was 1.13 billion. If each person plants
just one tree in a lifeime, we can eliminate
1.13 billion ton of CO, from the atmosphere.
One tree absorbs one ton of CO, during its
life time.

Each man of this world should feel the
problem and try to solve it. Then only the solution

about 1Kg of water vapour and 2.17 kg of is possible.l

CO,. Walking, carpooling or using public

%

All across the world, in every kind of environment and region known to man,
increasingly dangerous weather patterns and devastating storms are abruptly putting
an end to the long-running debate over whether ornot climate change is real. Not only
is it real, it's here, and its effects are giving rise to a frighteningly new global
phenomenon: the man-made natural disaster.
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KARBI TRAGEDY STORY

Moina Sewarpi, T.D.C. 3rd Year

Ha-ee-mo

When Ha-ee-mo Ejang and Long Teron
(kronjang) was yet to come to the world, the mother
of Ha-ee-mo Ejang and the mother of long Teron
(Kronjang) went to the forest for fire wood. There
they discussed about their children who were to come
to the world in order to get them married. Finally the
dream of the two mothers came true. Ha-ee-mo Ejang
and Long Teron (Kronjang) got married. They, grew
up together, played together and lived together happily.
Since they were very poor, when they got one child,
Long Teron was forced to leave his beloved child and
wife for jhuming(Rit keneng)in the farthest hill.

While Ha-ee-mo was alone in the house with
her baby, the young man, who was the son of king
(Pinpo) Long Dailli Terang (Hanjang) saw her. Ha-
ee-mo Ejang was so beautiful that he fell in love at
firstsight. So, he went to the father of Ha-ee-mo Ejang

and proposed to marry her. She did not agree to the
proposal. But Ha-ee-mo was froced to get married to
Long Dailli Terong (Hanjang) because he was the
son of king (Pinpo). Finally Ha-ee-mo Ejang had to
get married to Lang Dailli Terong (Hanjang). Though
she got married to Long Dailli Terong (Hanjang), she
was not happy at all with Long Dailli Terong
(Hanjang). She was always longing for Long Terong
(kronjang). She was always in grief. She always
thought of getting away from him. Finally she killed
her second husband Long Dailli Terong (Hanjang)
And Ha-ee-mo Ejang and Long Terong (kronjang)
lived together happily in the beautiful world.

Ha-ee-mo Ejang was the niece of Long terong
(kranjang).

Thus, till today, we the Karbi people belive
that the nephew and niece can get married. B

The ideals that lighted my way, and time after time have given me
new courage to face life cheerfully have been kindness, beauty,

and truth."

—Albert Einstein
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YOU WILL SUCCEED

Afshana H.Choudhury, B.A. 2nd Semister

Read, but write more.

Talk, but think more.

Play, but study more.

Promise, you will succeed sure.
Eat, but chew more.

Weep, but laugh more.

Sleep, but wake more.
Promise, you will succeed sure .
Punish, but pardon more.
Spend, but earn more.
Consume, but produce more.
Promise, you will succeed sure.

MAKE YOUR DREAMS
COME TRUE

Afshana H.Choudhury, B.A. 2nd Semester

If you want to achieve your dreams,

Wake up with the sun,

And sleep with the moon,

Walk on a road full of stones,

Rather than choosing a smoother one.

Swim in the deepest of ocean.

Rather than a shallow one,

Touch the thorns of the roses,

Rather than the colourful petals of flower.
Climb up a planned ladder,

Rather than climbing up some unknown stairs.
And still, if you cannot manage to make it come true,
In a hundredth time,

Try out for a hundred and one.

But do not give up your precious

Dreams, my friend,or else your dreams

Will forever remain as unfulfilled !!!
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