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Mahesh Chandra Dev Goswami :
A recollection

Those among us; who had the oppor-
tunity of serving, as teachers, under Mahesh
Chandra D:v Goswami, the late Prin-

cipalof Nagaon Girls® College, have parti -
cular reason to mourn, along with many of
his former colleagues, the passing away of
that man whose only passion in life, if we
may epitomize his conviction, was perfecti-
on in ‘the groves of Academe’ as Milton
put it. Groomed in the tradition of the
University of Calcutta of the pre-indepen-

dence years, when the ~ university had

come under the stewardship of the emin-
ent indians like Syamaprasad Mookerjee,
Mohammad Azizul Huque, Bidhan Chanira
Roy, Radhabinod Pal and Prametha?ath
Banerjee etc, Mahesh Chandra imbibed

i ]
the spirit of the disciplined and dedicate

e to
teachers with whom he was fortunal

have come into confact.

Rajen Saikia,
Lecturer, Dept. of Histary

Born in the year 1918 (Mov-Dec,)
he passed his matriculalion from Cotton
Collegiate school in 1936, He graduated
from Cotton College with Honours in
Phoilosophy, Amidst the uncertainities

of World War 11, he pursued his studies
with singlemindedness and completed his

M.A, in 1942

He was proud of the fact that
the great teacher of his epoch Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan (S.R.K.) was also his
teacher in the classroom for a brief pe-
riod. Of his many other teachers in the
university, he used to remember Prof,
Humayun Kabir, Poof Hiralal Haldar,
Prof. Surendranath Dasgupta and Prof,
Kfishna Chandra Rhattacherjee; and of

his many contemporaries he was possibly
most intimate with ]ate Bhabananda Dutta,

who, we are told, could recite any poem



of Tagore, ‘any poem’ Goswami empha-

sised. These two friends thought and
worked differently. The only similiarity bat-

ween them was their love for dynamism,
their commitment to the injunction of the

-Z:'fateya Chea fiman — ‘elgam:'ue{f’

'Charaivess’ ; ‘Behold the beauty of the
sun who never slept since the dawn of
creation. So, move on, move on," As foun-
der Principal of Nagaon Q@irls’ College,
late Goswami got this manfta graven on
the college emblem.

Until his health began to trouble
him, the College was the prime concern
of his existence, Although his exertions
weare not adequately rewarded for reasons
not pertaining to academics, his leader-

ship gave us the mecessary moral strength
te keep up our Gre:k.

Unlike his
Mahesbchandra kept away from active

friend, Bhabananda,

politics. His brief stint however, was with
a loyalist organisation called Kayastha
Yuva Sanmilani Which held its first con-
ference in Guwahati in 1940, He served
for a couple of-months in the Publicity
Department of the Govt, of Assam,
But that sort of @ job was unlikely to
magnetizo Maheshchandra who sat at the
feet of Radhakrishoan and learnt philo-
sophy. Perhaps, deeply impressed by
the great teacher ‘SRK’ late Goswami
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had chosen the career of a teacher, His{de-

votion to ‘SRK induced him to undertake

the translation of 4r Jdealist Uiew
Ofo&}e into Assamese which first came
out in print in 1963, This book, accor-
ding to Radhakrishnan’s son and biogra-
pher, was the author's ‘most personal

utterance’. It’s a delight to recall that

Goswami’s was the first {ranslation of

the book into a vernacular language,
He had a pet aversion for shibb-

oleth, Though he refused to dabble in

politics, as he believed no teacher worth

should do, yet he pever hesita-

t H :
ed to wield hig Pen against the social fre-
aks, The nom. el

his salt

p/ume he used for
such writing is by now we] known, Kumar

Sri :
rimadhusudan, Hig gz‘/;'/anya,,,; was once

a much sought after magazine, Though

n. carried brief literary picces its popula-
rity was more for itg editorial

banter on
bypocracy ang

political chicancry:

K .
.“mar Sri. Madhosudan's mordclous wri-
ting once landed him

in trovble, The
Cafg{an_yanz’ Stands

in unequal comp-

Sanbarer  Chith.

o Saturday Gang’ of Sajani
2 udhoh.ltlal Majumder and Nirad C-
Budhuri there wag ‘Bihlangani gang.

arison  with the
But unlike the
Das,

It was a single hapgeq

. venture and that
was ifg Iimitalion

His success as a sati-

gist, who was equally adept in both the
Horatian and the Menippean forms, is
yet to be evaluated, For a long time he
was a correspondent of the
Bazar Patrika, A nephew of the fire-
eater Ambikagiri Reychowdhury, Mahesh-

chandra had always some ‘feminine parti-
allity’ for Assam, He took an active role

in the movement against the reorgani-
sation of Assam in the late sixties, He
had a safe but uncomfortable niche in

tihe Asom Sahi ya Sabha.

Late Goswami was always seen in
impeccable dress and it was almost im-
possible to form an image of him with-
out his headgear, In the carly forties
he had sprouted a Vardyke beard. In
our profane moment We used to refer

to him as ‘Pagri,’ Like Berpard Shaw

in his play Sfack fo Tllethuselah Go-

swami believed that religion was 8 nece-
ssity for human civilization, He also
believed jn the Life Force and possibly
he preferred Shaw’s theory of Creative
Bvolution to Darwin’s theosy of evolution
by Natural Selection, He defended the
traditional values and practices yet be
was far from a bigot.
Unmindful of the dail

life, he remained punctilious 2

y dross of
hout every

5 [P ‘ enseé
matter, private or public, Hig innate 8

Amrita

of humour shone in conversations It
is beyond us to measure his worldly happ-
iness, but he never betrayed his sense of
contentment, There was no sagging of

his spiritual vitality.

His awe-in spiring personality prot-
ected him aginst the virus of flattery.
He was a successful public speaker. He
could quickly capture the attention of
his audience through his stentorian voice,
We have it, on the evidence of Mrs.
Padmabati Bora, the retired Principal of
Nagaon Govt, Girls’ Bigher Secondary
School, who was senior to late Goswami
in the Cotton College, that it was a regu-
lar experienee of the Cottonians to hear
the voice of the ‘simplest of the simple
hoy’ a voice that did not match the shert
and tiny physique of the speaker, in almost

every function at the college premises,

To work under a hard taskmaster
like M,C, Dev Goswami was not always
a pleasant experience, but with the wis-
dom of hindsight one cannot deny that on
the whole it was rewarding. His very pre-
sence in the college kept the students, the
teachers and the office staff literally

op their toes. As principal he enjoined

]Jmnz;uafena pﬂ!{'ptczsﬁnnena 'Q?evaya
on the teachers, He used to keep the gavard-
jans informed of the performance shown

Mahesh Chandra = /3



by their wards in matters of examination
and college discipline, He thoroughly
detested negligence of duty and none co-
uld escape his vigilant eyes, The most
certain reward that awaited the delinqu-
ent was a barytone of broadsides. Health
failed him, while he was barely on the
wrong side of fifty, and then a quick and
sharp notice for correction used to rep-
lace his earlier lash of the tongue. Yet
there was an agreeable ambierce around
this man of Victorian srtictness,

With ths expericnce of what a so-
cial thinker called ‘the present hoddlum
phase of public life’ and a slow but cer-

. tain decadence of education unaccompa-
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nied by any efforts of redemption ‘ont‘-
an say with certitude that howsoever he
might have felg the pain he had seen the
end of good days only. He was one of
the very few academic administrators of

our state who had symboljged purity and
perfection in the form.

beyond their scope.

The content was

Now that, generally speakiug, total

Indifference, lack of Presonality, passion

and  ability op the part of the heads of
academic iustifutions have become the
ballmark, and thuy Persons like Mahesh
Chandra pDey Goswami are fast dying

out i i
» We need serioyg ntrospection to find
DEW mooringg, @

Spatial Distribution of Immigrant Population
in - Nagaon Distriot.

T. Borah

Lecturer, Deptt,
of Geography

L%

The population of undivided Nagaon District, with a strikiggEEOWLM fate

has become one of the important topics of discussions in the last few years, An
abruptly increased population in the last few decades has attracted attention of many

Geographers, economists and ether scholars. This high growth of population
in the district is critically viewed by the indigenous people as these are supposed to
have far reaching consequences on the socio-economic and cultural life Of_the (ins!.rict.
In this article, an attempt is made to study the Drasen.t Fmt"el'n Ofafzﬂf!:j :;Stsfti:‘;l*
tion of-lmmigrant population in Undivided Nagaon District and d ' %

he Indian Censuses and other relevant statistical reports.
the Ip :

are taken from

: spect of population
An’ mposiante ok for 53°95 percent ( 90,7000 persons )

in WNagaon District is the element

: C nts
of immigrant population AL

; i Ta

of the district’s total populatmn. Dl:':;t;y i Y
1 stima

Uagebliened-Copiiy il l,Immifsz'.rant Reports, Settlement Records, 1931 and

: : ieious dafta, ; i
Linguistic’sand thg;u]d Work, They are mainly concentrated in the low-lying
1963, Magaon, an 1e 2
areas especially the flood-plal

ion live
' iorant population .
70 percent of the total. m]mlgft (he East Bengali (now Bangladesh )
Among the immigran

.ection.

Muslims form the largest sectio two classes of
here are tWo :

m t cultural lsbourers, The former with

te of Census operation, Assam, ( 1971,

eas of the Lower Plain Region where about
n 4r

population.
( 7 56000 persons )} They are traditionally

cultivators, omne is the owner-

cultivators, Among the ;
. less agri

cultivators and the other I8 the land

i d more inte

cultivate the lan . |

the help of the letter . Fhoy afs pardworkiog people and thus pay more attention
and pon-tribal cultivators.

nsively then the indegenous tribal



s : ; . Wlaiks -
n indu an epalese immigrants also, but the number of these . .
latter groups is very much insignificant to be dealt with, separately. About 80./" Distrlbutlon O‘f Immlgrant pOpU].atlon

of the present immigrant population of the district is constituted by Bast Bengal ; Nagaon DiStl"iCt ° 1971.

(now Bangla desh) Muslim immigrants and parsons of i ot ; =
distribution of immigrant population shows that Rupta:;:a:’r::,r;..'l’he than a wise Tot_al Percentage of Pe_r-:ent.age
ana has the highest Thanas Immigrant popu- Immigrant to of  Immigrant

percentage of 17.6 ( 160,0C0 persons ) followed by Lakarighat with 15,65 percent lation total population to total lmmigant
( 142,000 Persons ) and Mikirbheta with 7.2 percent ( 65,000 persons ) respectively ; pODU!ation.
( Table 4.10), Py 1 9 3 4

. ?he picture be‘t‘.omes more -'318{.“ when the mouza lslvel distribution of Laharighat 142,000 80.59 1aoe
the immigrant population of the district is taken jinto consideration, By using ) 65.700 65.80 7,16
Location Quc.ﬂicnt. ( L. Q. ) methods, it is seen that the concentration of the immi Dhing ’ 76.33 17.6
grant population is the highest ( L,Q.2) in the mouzas such as Mair:l;:i]mi: Rupahihat 1eD.O 2 .L
Laharighat thana and Saidaria in Rupahihat thana, (Table 4, § and, Fig, 4. 5) The Kaliabor 22,00 26.28 2.42
l-nedium cogccntration( L. Q.1 to2) is found in mouzas like Bhnragaon .La;mri hat , Moricaon 76,000 42,28 837
in Laharighat thana, Dhing in Dhing thana, Juria and Laokhowa i; R E ’ 'A'k‘r?oheta 65,000 88,61 72
thana, Lumding in Lumding thapa, Lanka in Lanka thana, Jogijan in H '“‘I’Ja ihat MIKE g 5161 _ 3
The remaining mouzas have Low ( L.Q.1) concentration of Sch dn]']ﬂl thana, Raha = P’O { e o
_population, In the areas of highest concentration, the immicraelued cas.tes Nagaon 35,00 -.83 ‘
constitutes about 90 percent of the total pepulation of the areas 8 Tu} population | Samaguri 39,000 3, a3
areas marked by the Low-lying topography of the flood-plain ar-eas i 1cse are the Kamplit 37,000 38,98 4.07
Plain Region. The concentration of immigrant population e¢merges to“ lt)he Lo-wer {arunamukh 36,000 6500 295
with about 70 percent of the total population in the areas, [n -then e medium | .Murajhar £515% 72.36 5.9
of transport and communicitions ars somewhat improved apq i ::_.areas means ' it £0.000 54 22 B
cultivable land is available than the former categoary of areag Te atively more \ S 51’01_0 53,34 5,"«
fayour the concentration of indegenous tribal and non-tribal pepl'llarhese conditions ‘ an ET ;8.004 i b
ficant concentration of immigrant population is found in g i 10f1. The insigni- |¢ \ Lumding o Ol 5- r = ___4_1,1
important to note that in Lanka and Lumding !mouvzas, about :(:Tlf:t_ But it is | Nagaon District 99.7,000 53,95 100
immigrant population of these areas are constituted by Hindy _J of the total | Source ¢ Estimated on tha basis of available Linguistic and Religious
sijndhvand Rebgestil i anta Bengal | data, Immigrant Reports, cettlement Records 1931 and 1963

is th 1 : )
It is thus observed that 3the low.lying and flood-plaj, |, Nagaon, and Field work,
feag are mostly

inhabited by immigrant population in the district,

nell sl
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| _"Nagao'n District.
Communitywise population Concentration
~ Indicies 3 1971

Table 4,3

L. Q, for

' | LQ. for- 5 ~
M?uzas | Scheduled Tribes , Scheduled , lllalg'g::r:t
5 3 Sadtes f°°“'a“°" popllation, _
1, Laharighat 0,99 0,9 2 —
2, Bokani 0,38 2,01 hods
3, Mairabari - '3 0,27
4, Bhuragaon 0,54 ' 1’12 2,53
5, Silpukhuri 2,42 0’ 3 175
6, Charaibahi 0,86 oo 0,68
7, Mikirbheta 0,80 0.51 0.12
8, lagial 0,98 159 0,53
9, Barapujia: 1,15 1:48 0,12
10, - Roha 2,30 0'47 0,33
11, Sahari 0,9, 2’43 0,7
12, Tarabari 0,97 1’10 097
13, Kampur ° 0,62 236 0,63
14, Garubat 0.82 1'51 078
15, Chaichali 0,45 0’53 0,85
16. Bheleoguri 0.64 0'43 0,92
17, Rangagara 1.05 0'29 061
18, Durasalna 09?2 0'31 035
19, Dhing 0,41 0.43 0.43
20, Batadrava 0,32 034 . 1,52
21, Haticheng 0,19 062 - 072
22, Kasamari 0.29 0.89 - 007
23, Pakhimaria - 043 '0.56 0,22
24, Kandali 0,78 692 0,67
25, Nizsshar © 0,09 0.83 0,14
26, Singiapotani 0,27 091 -
27. Alitangani 0,17 0.44 0,19
28, Juria 0.10 0,32 0,92

1,13

(9) .
1 2 3 4
29, Saidaria 0,09 0,48 2.42
30, Laokhowa 0,12 0,51 1,25
31, Khatual 0,16 0,92 0.54
32, Lumding 014 031 1,92
33, Lanka 0.16 0,75 0,12
34, Kaki 0,53 162 073
35 Pubtharia o.t7 0.8¢ 0.34
36, Barbhagia 0.15 0.74 0.26
37, Chatial 011 . - 092 .- 0,47
38, Durabagari 0,26 0,63 051
89, Jogijan 0.23 0.82 1,26
40, Hojai 0.41 1,46 0,92
41, Namati V.39 0,62 0,87
4>, Kapahbari 0,°8 __FO,_41 062
43, Kathiatoli 0,94 0,21 0,91
44, jJamunamukh 0,35 0,48 1,42
45, Dandua 1,02 0,34 002
45, Tetelia ‘1,50 1,50 0,13
47, Manaha 0,49 1,14 0,25
48, Gobha 222 0,73 - 0,07
49, Uttarkho‘la'- : 1,17 0’97 0,43
50, Niz-Ghagua 2,65 0,62 0,12
51, Pakaria - S 178
52, Mayang - 0,89 3,36 0,60 '
53, Marigaon .. uB 188 -
Sousce t The colums (2) and (3) are calculated from the cata arailable from census
) Tha Column

L Q— Location Qnol_i_ent.

of India. 1971 and the 8, D.
(4} is estimated ont the basis- o
fmmigrant Reports. Setiloment Recor

C. Offics, Nagaon. Aisam,

f available linguistic and Religions data,

ds, 1931 and 1963, Napaon and field-work,
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The vocabulary of the English lan-
guage has baen enlarged by many words
derived from proper or personal pames,
According to Albert C, Bauzh more than
five hundred common words in Boglish
have been traced to proper names. As
a result of the common words derived
from proper or personal names, there has
been an expansion of Vocabulary of the
Assamese language algo,

Words derived from the names of
real persons are very intoresting, The
word ‘machiavellian’ is derived from the
name of an Italian Statesman, Nicollg
Machiavelli, In his book “The Prince”,
Machiavelli set down some priaciples of
taking and holding power. He also ex-
plained the doctrine that any means could
be used by a ruler to retain power. Now,
the word mechiavellian is used as ap

adjective to denote a ‘cunning, amora) and

Words Derived from Proper o Rersonal Mamas

Gayatree Bora
T.D,€ 3rd yr,

OpPortunist persop, especially 5 politician,’

Another example ig ‘Quirling’ mea-

world war 11 yielded to the German
OCcupation apq became (10 head of a
PUDDEl state, kg ¢ s

familiar Wword ip Assamege

: : This word
18 der i
. de tved from the h:starica] character
ada
B Borphukap Who was responsible

for the Man-attack o0 Assam

‘Lyach’ take,

irginia, who ro-
DSed justice in a
arbitrary faghion.
Means «pyy to death

somewhat SUmmary and
So the worg 'lynch?

Mmeang ‘“q mes=

coercj
ion, Wherepy all dealings

cease with an undersirable individual,'"

This word owes its origin fo Captain Boy-
cott, a land agent in Ireland. [He beca~

me very Unpopular on accouni of his
harsh treatment of the temants and about
the year 1880 he was the first victim of
this method.

The word maudlin, which means
‘tearful or oversentimental’ is derived
from the name of Mary Magdalene who
was painted a; weeping,

Cardigan is a kind of knitted waist
coat which owes its name to the Earl of
Cardigan who first were it,

‘Sandwitch' meaning two or more

slices of bread. usually buttered with a

filling of meat, cheese etc, has come

down to us from 4th with Earl of Sand-
witch, John Monlagu, who ate this, dish
at gaming table,

Guillotine w'ich is an instrument
of execution is derived from the name
of Jorepsi Guillotine who designed i[; at
the beginning of the French Revolution,

Names of different flowers aré de-
rived from the names of botanists Who
were the first cultivators of these flowers;
e g, Camellia from the botanist Jesuit
Kamel of 18th century, Dahlia from Dahl,
a Sweedish botanist; Fuchsia from the
16 th century German botanist Fuchs,
Zinnia from Johann Zinn, a German and

80 on,
Another interesting word *frapk’ is
derived from the word ‘French’ who in
medieval times were the free people in
their kingdom. Now, ‘frank’ means free,

open or straightforward,

Names of mythological or legen-
dary persons are also used as common
words, In Assamese, Kuber is a mytho-
logical character and nowadays this word
means ‘a miser’,  Trishankv is also a
mythological character who lived in the
Second heavea made by Vishwam'tra. To-
day people use this word to mean one
in an awkward position,

Atlas the Titan condemned by Zeus

to carry the world on his shoulders has
given us the word ‘atlas’ meaning ‘a hook

of map' with the figure of atlas printed

on its cover.
The word ‘cereal’ which means

‘corn’ or ‘cornfood’ is derived from ceres,
goddess of corn.

Panic is derived from Pan, the god
of shepherds who infused sudden fear in
the mind of man, Volcano is derived

from Vulcan, the god of fire,
Mentor means adviser and it is de-

rived from the name of Mentor, the ad-
viser of Ulysses’ son Telemachus, The
word Heetor comes from the oame of
Hector, the chief hero of Troy, who "faught

WoirdsDerivede® /11



valiantly against Greece. About the end
of the 1g th century the word Hector
ecame to mean ‘a bally’ or a blusterer.

In Assamese a ‘Shakuni’ is a  wic-
ked male adviser and a ‘Manthara’is a
wicked female advisar. The word Mahab-
harat is used to signify an extremely
long talk or tale, Actually Mahabharata
is the name of an epic.  This epic was
written by Vyas Deva,

Nowedays names of many literary
characters are vsed as common words.
An interesting word Quixote, the hero of
the great romance of Miguel Carventes,
has now acavired an extended meaning,
an ideally and extravagaently romantic.

The word *malapropism’ which me-
ans ‘misure of a word causing amusement’

is derived from the name of Mrs Mala-

prop, a character in 8heridan’s play ‘The ,

Rivals,’

The word gamp which means a
large; untidy umbrella comes from the

pame of acharacter, Mrs, Gamp in Dic-
kens’ Martin Chuzzlewit.

“Lilliputian’ which means ‘very
small’ is derived from Jonathoan Shift’s
Gulliver’s §Travels’ and from the same
book the word *‘Yahoo is derived to use
for a ‘ruffian’ or ‘brutish person.’

gadism means the gaining of plea-

sure or sexual gratification from the in-

Nagaon Girls® College Magazine /12

fliction of pain or mental suffering. and
fsadist’ means ‘a person who takes plea-
sure or sexual gratification from inflicting
pain,’ These words are derived from the
name of Marquis de Eade, whose writings
are full of such ideas,

The word ‘Utopia’ means an ima-
ginarily perfect social and political system
and the adjective Utopian means ‘attrac-
tive and desirable but impractical,” Both
there words are derived from the book
‘Utopia’ which was writften by Thomas
More,

Names of places and rivers are also

u

sed as common words, ‘Bayonct' is an
¢xample of words
Names,

derived from place
It is a short, spear-like weapon.
The word ig derived from Bayonne, the
town where it was first made,
Champagne is a

called after Champagne
France,

type of wing,
a district in

Indigo means a dye and it

comes from the Greek form ‘Indicum’

is 8 type of spirit and
the word is the short

for India, +Gip’

form for Geneva.

Anolher Words (CaliCO’ is a cotton

cloth, first made .in  Calicy¢ jn India
and ‘Calico’ ig derived from Calicut,

' .

s Copper* i a red-coloured metal
0. YPrus. From Cyprus, Copper is de-
HVCdo Palace’ iE dEI-'iVEd fl'()m the wo]_'d

Li 1 )
Palallum the hill in RO]’]]B on which

the Emperor Augustus ouilf his home.
*Meander’ is now means to flow with,
winding course, is derived from Maiandros
a winding river of Asia Minor.

The clothes which are woven in

Sualkuchi, a place in kamrup district are

called Sualkuchi by some people in Assam,

There are many other common
words derived from proper names which
contribute to the smartness and vitality
of different languages including English

and Assamsse, @

BDOKS CONSULTED,—
a) Ao Outline History of the English
Language— Frederick of, Wood
b) A History of the English Language

— Atbert C. Baugh

c) The New National Dictioaary- edt.
J. B, Foreman
d) Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary of
Curreat English— A, 8, Hornby

e) Prasanga Kosh— Abdus Sattar,

Love is ornly chatter,

Frieads ali that matter.

—Ge'ert Burgess

Where there is love, There is life, hatred—

lsads to deistruction.

—Mahatma Gandhi

Honour and shame from o conditon Tise,

Ast well your part, there all the hopoovr lies,

s

Charms strike the sight,

But merit wins the soul,

~Pope

—Pope

Calm appears when storms are past,

Love will have its hour ai last,

—Dryden

Collection s Miss Mousumi Jekt

H. S, lst year
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The Revolution

I looked back and saw
bodies of the dead lying
born and shattered
On the path left behind
by me.
I recognised—
These were the bodies
Of my own _countrymen
Ganned down by—
whom 17
alas ! My own people,
Communism Terrorism,

Hatred and Revenge
Had invoxhed a brother

against the other,
The fire of—
Communism—
had snatched away
Humanity ;

Neeta Sharma
7.D, € 1st yr,

Terrorism
had snatched away

_ Liberty,
Hatred —

had sratched Morality
And,

Revange—
had conscience as its

share,
I walked over those

Cool and Motionless

bodies,
and reached the other

end

Where I saw my people

fighting and attacking
unaware of he iujuries

and paing

In their own hearts,

00

“A room without books is as a body without a goyl®

—CONFUCIUS

“A little evil is often necessary for obtaining a great

good”

=VOLTARE

“Be slow to promise, but quick to perform?’

—ANON

Collection ¢ Miss Nirumoni Deka
T, D, C, 1st year
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