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Some thoughts and reflections on the use of illustration in
Biodiversity Education Campaigns

Stephen D. Nash

Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Visiting Research Associate, Department of Anatomical Sciences, and Adjunct Associate Professor,
Department of Art, S.U.N.Y. Stony Brook, New York, U.S.A.
Email: snash@ms.cc.sunysb.edu

Abstract: The need to appreciate the interconnectedness of all life on Earth has never been more important than it is today, as our own
species, mostly through ignorance, threatens to unravel the rich biological tapestry of which we are a part, and upon which we ultimately
depend.  Art, and especially imagery, can play a crucial role in reestablishing the profound and vital link between ourselves as individuals and
the natural world.  Recognizing this, conservationists are making ever more use of illustration in education campaigns worldwide on behalf of
endangered wildlife and ecosystems.  In this article I have tried to articulate my own feelings about nature, to trace the path that led me to work
in this specialized area of art, and to relate some of the lessons I have learned applying illustration to conservation.
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Image 1 (Above). An example of Native American rock art in
Petroglyph National Monument in New Mexico, in the
southwestern United States.
Image 2 (Below). Newspaper Rock, in Utah, in the
southwestern United States, is a wonderful example of
Native American rock art or petroglyph.
Their meaning and function are still not clearly understood
(Photos by Stephen D. Nash)
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Image 3. A painting of an ornate horned frog by John Norris
Wood, whose commitment to conservation was, he says,
engendered during his childhood by encounters with Black Elk,
the Oglala Lakota Sioux author and spiritual leader, and the
illustrations of Edward Lear, among others. At the Royal College
of Art, John organized a very active ecology study group in
collaboration with Christopher Cornford, the late art historian
and great-grandson of Charles Darwin. I can still vividly
remember the group discussions, trips and wonderful talks by
invited speakers.
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Image 6. A little girl
with one of the stickers.
(Photo by Russell A.
Mittermeier)
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Image 4. Examples of drawings done during the 1980s for
education purposes. With added messages, the images were
printed on t-shirts, stickers and other materials. In later years,
full-color printing became more economical. (Illustrations by CI/
Stephen D. Nash)

Image 5. The back of a shirt design produced to celebrate
the official protection of a particular patch of forest in the
north of the Muriqui’s range, showing the other monkeys
which also occur there. (Illustration by CI/Stephen D. Nash)
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Image 7. In Madagascar, several experimental “wearable
primate field guides” have been distributed. This is the back of
one, with all of the animals’ local names indicated, worn as a
sort of uniform by all the guides at the local protected areas.
(Illustration by CI/Stephen D. Nash)

Image 8. Some examples of t-shirt designs created for
various projects. The colors of the Malagasy flag are red,
white and green, like the animals in the illustration at
bottom left. (Illustrations by CI/Stephen D. Nash)

Image 9. These posters are some of the many produced as
part of educational campaigns over the years. The one in
the center at the top has been used by customs officials to
identify endangered primates being trafficked under false
names. (Illustrations by CI/Stephen D. Nash)

Image 10. Laminated pocket guides. These compact
publications are much less vulnerable to the rigors of the
tropical climate, and include checklists so that users can
document their sightings, and thereby contribute to the pool of
scientific data. (Illustrations by CI/Stephen D. Nash)
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Image 12. The rediscovery, in 1983, of the Peruvian Yellow-
tailed Woolly Monkey, which had been considered extinct for
decades, prompted the launch of another campaign, using the
one on behalf of the Muriqui as a model. On the left is a former
hunter speaking to local children of the importance of the
monkey and its equally endangered cloud forest habitat. Behind
him is a poster showing the animal. (Photo by Russell A.
Mittermeier)

Image 11. The Yellow-tailed Woolly Monkey design used for
stickers and t-shirts in the campaign. (Illustration by CI/Stephen
D. Nash)
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Image 13. In this photo, members of the Association of Guides
at Andasibe in Madagascar are assembled in front of their
Gift Shop, with President of Conservation International, Dr.
Russell Mittermeier, in their midst. They are intensely and
justifiably proud of their skills in tracking and locating the
animals in their protected area, which is one of the most
visited in the country. As well as t-shirts and publications,
locally made handicrafts are sold at the shop. (Photo by
William R. Konstant)

Image 14. Inspired by the map of the London Underground
(subway) system, I produced this diagram of the
distributions of the Amazonian species of marmosets to
include some of the newly discovered creatures, but this
shows only the major river systems. Interestingly, when more
detailed maps are plotted with the known distributions, many
question marks remain. Such semi-abstract visual solutions
can sometimes be useful in conveying complex graphic
information. (Illustration by CI/Stephen D. Nash)

Image 15. This design is made up of drawings of wildlife
produced by Malagasy children. Ultimately, the fate of Earth’s
wild creatures is in the hands of local people, who must be
part of every campaign.

Image 16. Research and education team member Carlos
Alberto Machado Pinto distributing posters showing the
primates of the southeastern Brazilian state of Minas Gerais.
(Photo by Russell A. Mittermeier)


